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Seeing, then, that all thefe things fhall be dilTolved,— 
what manner of perfons ought ye to be in all holy 
cortverfation and godlinefs ? looking and haiieiiing 
unto the coming of God. 

rp H E fubje<^ upon which St. Peter is 
"■^ difcburfing in this chapter, is the 
certainty of Chrift^s'cbming to judge the 
world} — and the words of the text are 
the moral application he draws from the 
reprefentation he gives of it^ — in which, 
in anfwer to the cavils of the fcoffers in 
the latter days, concerning the delay of 
his coming,— he tells them, that God is 
not flack Concerning his promifes, as 
fome men count flacknefsj but is long 
fuffering to us ward ; — that the day of the 
Lord will come as a thief in the nighty in 
which the heavens Jhall pafs awuy with a 
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2 SERMON XXX. 

great mife, and the elements jhall mett 
with fervertt heaty the earth al/oy and thi 
works that are therein, Jhall be burnt up. 
•—Seeing then, fays he, all tbefe things 
ihall be diffolvc^, what manner of per- 
fons ought ye to be in all holy converfa- 
tion and godlincfs? — The inference i* 
unavoidable,— at leaft in theory, how- 
ever it faik in praAicej— how widely 
thefe two differ, I intend to make the 
fubjca of this difcouife j and though it 
is a melancholy coraparifon, to confider, 
• what manner of perfons we really are/ 
with * what manner of perfons we ought 
to be/ yet as the knowledge of the one 
is at leaft one ftep towards the improve- 
ment in the other,— the paraBcl will not 
be thought to want its ufe. 

Give me leave, therefore, in the firft 
place, to recal to your obfervations, what 
kind of world it is we live in, and what 
manner of perfons we really are. 

Secondly, and in oppofition to this, 
I (hall make ufe of the apoftle's argu- 
ment,, and, from a brief reprefentatioa 
•f the Chriftian religion, and the oWi- 

6 



sukuou xx)c. J 

^ati6ns it lays upon us, fhew, what 
toanner of perfons we ought to be in all 
holy converlation and godlinefs, looking 
for and haftening unto the coming of the 
day of God. 

Whoever takes a view of the worlds 
Will, I fear, be able to difcetn but very 
faint marks of this charader, either up^ 
on the looks or adions of its inhabitants* 
— Of all the ends and purfuits we arc 
looking for, and haftening unto> — this 
Would be the leaft fufpeded, — for, with* 
out running intd that old declamatory 
cant upon the wickednefs of the age,*— 
we may fay within the bounds of truth> 
^r-^that there is as little influence from 
this principle which the apoftie lays ftrefs 
on, and as little fenfe of religion, — as 
fmall a fhare of virtue (at leaft as little 
of the appearan(::e of it) as can be fup« 
pofed to exift at all in a country where it 
is countenanced by the ftate.— The de- 
generacy of the times has been the com- 
mon complaint of many ages:-— how 
much we exceed our forefathers in this, 
is known alone to that Goo who trieth 
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the hearts. — But this, we may be allowed 
to urge in their favour, they ftudied at 
leaft to preferve the appearance of vir- 
tue; — public vice was branded with 
public infamy, and obliged to hide its 
head in privacy and retirement. The 
fervice of God was regularly attended, 
and religion not expofed to the'rcproaches 
of the fcorner. 

How the cafe ftands with us at prefent 
in each of thefe particulars, it is griev^ 
ous to report, and perhaps unacceptable 
to religion herftlf ; yet as this is a fea- 
fon wherein it is fit we fhould be told of 
our faults, let us for a moment impar-. 
tially confider the articles of this charge. 

And firft, concerning the great arti- 
cle of religion, and the influence it has 
at prefent upon the lives and behaviour 
of the prefent times ; — concerning which 
I have faid, that, if we are to truft ap- 
pearances, there is as little as can well be 
fuppofed to exifl: at all in a chriftian 
country. — Here 'I fliall fpare exclama- 
tions, and, avoiding all common-place 
Tailing upon the * fubjcft, confine myfclf 
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to fa<5ls, fuch ^s eyery one who looks 
into the world, and m4ke$ any gbferva* 
tjons at all, \vill vouch for rne^ 

Now whatever are the degrees of real 
religipn ^mongfl: us, — whatever they are, 
the appearances are ftrong againft. the 
charitable fide of the queftion. — 

If religion is any where to be found, 
one would think it would be amongft 
thofe of the higher rank in life, whofe 
education, and opportunities of knowing 
its great importance, fhould have brought 
them over to its intereft, and rendered 
them as firm in the defence of it, as 
eminent in its example. — But if you ex- 
amine the fa6k, you will almofl find it a 
teft of a politer education, and mark of 
more ftiining parts, to know nothing, 
and, indeed, care nothing at. all about 
\t : — or, if the fubjeft happens to epgage 
the attention of a few of the more 
fprightly wits, — that it fe^ves no other 
purpofe, but that of being made merry 
at, and of being referved as a ftanding 
jeft, to enliven difcourfe, when converi- 
Jation fickens upon their hands.— 

» 3 



6 SERMON XXX. 

This is too fore an evil not to be ob- 
fcrvcd amongft pcrfons of all ages, \n 
what is called higher life ; and fo early 
does the contempt of this great concern 
begin to (hew itfelf — that it is no un- 
common thing to hear perfons difputing 
againft religion, and raifing cavils againfl: 
the Bible, at an age when fome of them 
would be hard fet to read a chapter in it. 
'—And I may add, of thole whofe ftock 
in knowledge is foraewhat larger, that 
for the moft part it has fcarce any othe'r 
foundation to reft on but the finking cre-^ 
dit of traditional and fecond-hand obt 
jedions againft revelation, which, had 
they leifure tp read, they would find an- 
fwered and confuted a thoufand time$ 
over,— -But tjiis by the way, — 

Jf we take a view qf th(j public wor- 
fhip of Almighty God, and obfcrve in 
what manner it is reverenced by perfons 
in this rank of life, whofe duty it is to 
fet an example to the poor and ignorant, 
we (hall find concurring evidence upon 
this melancholy argument —of a general 
want of all outward demonftration pf a 
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fenfc of our duty towards God, as if re- 
ligion was a buiinefs fit only to employ 
tradefmen and mechanics — and the fal- 
vation of our fouls, a concern utterly 
below the confidcration of a perfon of 
figure and cQnfequence.— 

I ihall fay nothing at preient of the 
lower ranks of mankind — though they 
have not yet got into the fafhion of 
laughing at religion, and treating it with 
fcorn and contempt, and I believe are 
too ferious a fet of creatures ever to 
come into it ; yet we are not to imagiQC 
but that the contempt it is held in by 
thofe whofe examples they are apt to 
imitate, will in time utterly fhake their 
principles, and render them, if not as 
prophane, at leait as corrupt as their 
betters.— When this event happens-^and 
we begin to feel the eflFefts of it ia our 
dealings with them, thofe who have done 
ihe mifchief will find the ncceiSty at laft 
of turning religious in their own defence, 
and, for want of a better principle, to 
fet an example of piety and good morals 
for their own intereft and convenience, 

» 4 



8 SERMON XXX. 

Thus much for the languifhing ftate 
of religion in the prefent age ; — in virtue 
and good morals perhaps the account 
may ftand higher,- 

Let us inquire — — 

And here, I acknowledge, that an un- 
experienced man, who heard how loudly 
we all talked in behalf of virtue and mo- 
ral honefty, and how unanimous we wer^ 
all in our cry againft vicious charafters 
of all denominations, would be apt 
haftily to conclude, that the whole world 
was in an uproar about it— and that there 
was fo general a horror and deteilation 
of vice amongft us, . that mankind were 
all aflbciating together to hunt it out of 
the world, and give it no quarter. — This 
I own would be a natural conclufion for 
any one who only trufted his ears upon 
this fubjcdt. — But as matter of fa£t is al- 
lowed better evidence than hear-fay — let 
us fee in the prefent how the one cafe is 
contradided by the other,—— 

However vehement we approve our- 
felves in difcourfe againft vice — I believe 
no one is ignorant that the reception it 
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aftually meets with is very different— ^ 
the condudl and behaviour of the world 
is fo oppofite to their language, and all 
we hear fo contradided by what we fee, 
as to leave little room to qucftion which 
fcnfe we are to truft. 

Look, I befeech you, amongft thofc 
whofe higher ftations are made a ihelter 
for the liberties they take, you will fee, 
that no man's charafter is fo infamous, 
nor any woman's fo abandoned, as not 
to be vifited and admitted freely into 
all companies, and if the party can pay 
for it, even publicly to be courted, 
careffed, and flattered. — If this will not 
overthrow the credit of our virtue, — take 
a Ihort view of the general decay of it, 
from the fafliionable cxceffes of the age, 
*— in favour of which there feems to be 
formed fo ftrong a party, that a man 
of fobriety, temperance, and regularity, 
fcarce knows how to accomodate him- 
felf to the fociety he lives in, — and is 
oft as much at a lofs how and where to 
difpofe of himfelf; — and unlefs you 
fuppofe a mixture of conftancy in his 
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temper, it is great odds but fuch a one 
would foe ridiculed, and laughed out of 
his fcruples and his virtue at the fame 
time; — to fay nothing of occafional 
rioting, chambering, and wantonnefs. 
— Confider how many public markets 
are eftabliflied merely for the fale of 
virtue, — where the manner of going, 
too fadly indicates the intention; — and 
the difguife each is under, not only gives 
power fafely to drive on the bargain, 
but too often tempts to carry it into exe- 
cution too.— 

This finning under ^ difguife, I own, 
feems to carry fome appearance of a 
fecret homage to virtue and decorum, 
and might be acknowledged as fuch, 
was it not the only public inftance the 
wprld feems to give of it. In other 
cs^fes, a juft fenfe of ihame feems a 
matter of fo little concern, that inftead 
of s^ny regularity of behaviour, you fee 
thoufahds who jirc tired with the very 
form of it) and who at length have 
even thrown the maik of it afide, as a 
^fejefs piece of iiicumbrance,'— This \ 
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believe will peed no evidence, it is too 
evidently feen in the open liberties 
taken every day, in defiance (not to fay 
of religion, but) of decency and com- 
mon good manners ; — fo that it is no 
uncommon thing to behold vices which 
heretofore* were conmttitted only in 
dark corners, now openly (hew their 
face in broad day, and oft-times with 
fuch an air of triumph, as if the party 
thought he was doing himfelf honour, 
—or that he thought the deluding an 
unhappy creature, and the keeping her 
in a ftate of guilt, was as neceffary a 
piece of grandeur as the keeping an 
equipage, — and did him as much credit 
as any other appendage of his fortune.—* 

If we pafs on from the vices to the 
indecorums of the age (which is a foftef 
name for vices'), you will fcarce fee any 
thing, in what is called higher life, but 
what befpeaks a general relaxation of all 
order and difcipline, in which our opi- 
nions as well as manners feem to be fet 
loofe from all reftraints ; — and in triith, 
from all ferious reflections too :— and 
one may venture to fay, that gaming 
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and extravagance, to the utter ruin of 
the greateft eftates, — minds diffipated 
with diverfions, and heads giddy with 
a perpetual rotation of them, are the 
mod general charaders to be met with ; 
and though one would expeft, that at 
lead the more.folemn feafons of the 
year, fet apart for the contemplation of 
Chrift*s fuflferings, fhould give fome 
check .and interruption to them, yet 
what appearance is there ever amongft 
us, that it is fo ; — what one alteration 
does it make in the courfe of things ? 
Is not the doftrine of mortification 
infulted by the fame luxury of entertain- 
ments at our tables ? — is not the fame 
order of diverfions perpetually return* 
ing, and fcarce any thing clfe thought 
of? — does not the fame levity in drefs, 
as well as difcourfe, ihew itfelf in per- 
fons of all ages ? I fay of all ages, for 
it is no fmall aggravation of the corrup- 
tion of our morals, that age, . which by 
its authority was once able to frown 
youth into fobricty and better manners, 
and keep them within bounds, feems 
but too often to lead the way, — and by 
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their unfeafonable example give a coun- 
tenance to follies and weaknefs, which 
youth is but too apt to run into with- 
out fuch a recommendation. — Surely 
age, — which is but one remove from 
death, fhould have nothing about it, 
but what looks like a decent preparation 
for it. — In purer times it was the cafe, 
—but npw^-^grey hairs themfelvcs fcarce 
ever appear, but in the high mode and 
flaunting garb of youth, — with heads as 
full of pleafure, and clothes as ridicu- 
loufly, and as much in nhe fafhion, asf 
the pcrfon who wears them is ufually 
grown out of it: — upon which article 
give me leave to make a (hort reflec- 
tion ; which is this, that whenever the 
eldeft equal the youngeft in the va- 
nity of their drefs, there is no reafon to 
be given for it, but that they equal 
them, if not furpafs . them, in the va- 
nity of their defires.— 

But this by the bye. — 

Though in truth the obfervation falls 
in with the main intention of this dif- 
courfe, — which is not framed to flatter 
our follies, or touch them with a light 
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hand, biit plainly to point them otlfj 
that by retailing to your mind, what 
manner of perfons we really arc, I 
might better lead you to the apoflle's 
inference^ of what manner of perfons yc 
Ought to be, in all holy converfation add 
godlinefs; looking for, and haftening 
tmto, the Coming of the day of God.— 
The apoftle, in the concluding verfe 
of this argument, exhoits, that they 
who look for fuch things be diligent^ 
that they be found of him in peace^ 
without fpot, and blamclefs;— and one 
may conclude with him, that if the 
hopes or fears, either the rcafon or the 
paffions of men are to be wrought up« 
en at all, it muft be from the force 
and influence of this awakening confi'^ 
deration in the text : — « That all thefe 
things Ihall be diffolved :**— that this 
Vain and perifliable fcene mud change^ 
that we who now tread the ftagc, muft 
fliortly be fummoned away ;— that we 
are creatures but of a day, haftening 
unto the place from whence we (hall re** 
turn no more ;— that whilft we are here, 
—our condud and behaviour is minute^ 
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ly obferved; — that there is a Being 
about our paths and about our beds» 
whofc omnifcient eye fpies out all our 
ivays, and takes a faithful record of all 
the paffages of our lives} — that thefc 
volumes fliall be produced and opened^ 
and men (hall be judged out of the 
things that arc written in them; — that 
without refpeQ: of perfons, we fhall be 
made accountable for our thoughts, our 
words and aftions, to this greatefl: and 
beft of Beings, before whofe judgment- 
feat we mufl Bnally appear, and receive 
the things done in the body, whether they 
are good, or whether they are bad.— 

That to add to the terror of it, — thi# 
day of the Lord will come, upon us like 
a thief in the night ; — of that hour no 
one knowethj — that we are not fure of 
its being fufpcnded one day or one hour ; 
or, what is the fame cafe,*— that we are 
ftanding upon ihe edge of a precipice^ 
with nothing but the fingle thread of 
human life to hold us up i^^znd that if 
we fall unprepared in this thoughtlefs 
ftate, we are loft, and muft perifii for 
fvermorc.— 



ig SERMON XXX, 

What manner of perfons we ought to 
be, upon thefe principles of our reli- 
gion, St. Peter has told us, in all holy 
converfation and godlinefs ; — and I fhall 
only remind, how diflferent a frame of 
mind, the looking for, and haftening 
unto the coming of God, under fuch a 
life, is, from that of fpending our days 
in vanity, and our years in pleafure. — 

Give me leave, therefore, to con- 
clude in that merciful warnings which 
our Saviour, the Judge himfelf, hath 
given us, at the clofe 6i the fame ex- 
hortation.— 

Take heed to yourfelves, left at any 
time your hearts be over-charged with 
furfeiting, and drunkennefs, and the 
cares of this life ; — and fo that day come 
upon you unawares; — for as a fnare fhall 
it come upon all that dwell on the face 
of the whole earth. — Watch therefore, 
and pray always, that •ye may be ac- 
counted worthy to efcape all thefe things" 
that fhall come to pafs, and to ftand be- 
fore the Son of man. Which may God 
of his mercy grant, through Jcfus Chrift. 
Amen. • 
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St. Peter's Charaden 



ACTS in. Hi. 



And when Peter faw if, he anfwered tihto the people^ 
Ye men of IfraeU why mdrvcl ye at this ? dr why look 
ye Co earneflly on us, as though by our owti pow«r or 
holinefs We had made this man to walk ? 

Hp H R s E wordSi is the text tells tis^ wer^ 
•*• fpoke by St. Peterj on the occisifiort 
bf his miraculous cure of the lame man, 
•who was laid at the gate of the tempte, 
and, in the beginning of this chapter, 
had alked an alms of St. Peter and St. 
John, as they went up together at the 
hour of prayer j — on whom St. Peter 
faftening his eyes, as in the 4th verfe, 
and declaring he had no fuch relief to 
give him as he expefl:ed, having neither 
filver nor gold, — but that fuch as he 
had, the benefit of that divine power 
which he had received from his Mafter, 

VOL. VIII. c 
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he would impart to him,— he commandi^. 
him forthwith, in the name of Jefus 
Chrifl: of Nazareth, to rife i^ and 
walk. — And he took him by the hand 
and lifted him up, and immediately his 
feet and ancle-bones received ftrengjh f 
and he leaped up, ftood and walked^ 
and entered with them into the temple, 
leaping and praifing God* — 

It fecms he had been born lame, had 
pafled a whole life of defpair, without 
hopes of ever being reftored; — fo that 
the immediate fenfe of ftrength and ac- 
tivity communicated to him at once, in 
fo furprifing and unfought-for a manner, 
call him into the tranfport of mind na- 
tural to a man fo benefited beyond his 
expeAation. — So that the amazing in- 
ftance of a fupernatural power ; — the 
notoriety of faft, wrought at the hour 
of prayer; — the unexceptionablenefs of 
the objefl:,— that it was no impofture,— 
for they knew that it was he which fat 
for alms at the Beautiful gate of the 
temples — the unfeigned expreffions of 
an enraptured heart almoft befide itfelf. 
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CdnHrming the whole;— the man that 
was healed) in the loth verfe, hdding 
his benefaftors, Peter and John, enter- 
ing into the temple with them, walking 
and leaping, and praifing God; — ^the 
great concourfe of people, drawn toge- 
ther by this event, in the i ith verfe, for 
they all ran unto them, into the porch 
that was called Solomon's, greatly won- 
dering. Sure never was fuch a fair op- 
portunity for an ambitious mind to have 
eftabUfhed a character of fuperior good- 
nefs and power •—To a man fet upon 
this world, who fought his own praife 
and honour, what an invitation would 
it have been to have turned thefe cir- 
cumftances to fuch a purpofe ;— -to have 
fallen in with the paffions of an aflo- 
niflied and grateful city, prepoffeffed, 
from what had happened, fo ftrongly in 
his favour already, that little art or ma- 
nagement was requifite to have improved 
their wonder and good opinion into the 
bigheft reverence of his fanAity, awe 
of his perfon, or whatever other belief 
fliould be neceflary to feed his pi:ide, 
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or fcrvc fecret ends of glory and inte- 
reft. — A mind not fufEcicntly mortified 
to the world, might have been tempted 
here to have taken the honour due to 
God — and transferred it to himfelf,— • 
He might — not fo — a difciple of Chrift : 
for when Peter faw it, — when he faw the 
propenfity in them to be mifled on this 
occafion, — he anfwered and faid unto 
the people, in the words of the text,— 
Ye men of Ifrael, why marvel ye at 
this ? or why look you fo earneftly on 
us, as though by our own power and 
holinefs we had made this man to walk ? 
—The God of Abraham, and of liaac, 
and of Jacob, the God of owr fathers^ 
hath glorified his fon Jefus>- ■ 

O holy, and bleffed apoftle! 

How would thy meek and mortified 
Ipirit fatisfy itfelf in uttering fo humbte 
and fo juft a declaration ?—- What am 
boneft triumph wouldft thou tafte the 
fweets of, — in thus conquering thy paf- 
fion of vain glory, — keeping down thy 
pride,*— difclaiming the praifes which 
Ihould have fed it, by teUing the won^ 
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dering (peSators, It was not thy own 
power, — it was not thy own holincfs, 
which had wrought this — thou being of 
like pafiions and infirmities ; — but that 
it was the power of the God of Abra- 
ham, — the holinefe of thy dear Lord, 
whom they crucified, operating by faith 
through thee, who waft but an inftru- 
ment in his hands.— If thus honcftly 
declining honour, which the occafion 
fb amply invited thee to take ;— if thi« 
would give more fatisfa&ion to a mind 
like thine, than the loudeft praifes of 
a miftaken people, what true rapture 
would be added to it from the refieAion, 
— that in this inftancc of felf-denial— 
thou hadft not only done well, — but^ 
what was ftill a more endearing thought^ 
that thou hadft been able to copy the 
examjrfc of thy divine Mafter, who, ia 
no aftion of his life, fought ever his 
own praifc, but, on the contrary, de- 
clined all poflible occafions of it ; — and 
in the only public inftance of honour 
which he fuffered to be given Ijim in his 
entrance into Jerufalem, — thou didft 
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remember, — it was accepted with fuch 
a mixture of humility, that the predic- 
tion of the prophet was not more exaft- 
ly fulfilled in the hofannas of the mul- 
titude, than in. the meeknefs wherewith 
he received them, lowly and fitting up- 
on an afs. — How could a difciple fail 
of profiting by the example of fo hum- 
ble a mafter, whofe whole courfe of life 
was a particular lefture to this virtue, 
and, in every inftance of it, fhewed 
plainly he came not to ftiare the pride 
and glories of life, or gratify the carnal 
expeftation of ambitious followers; 
which, had he affedcd external pomp, 
he might have accompliflied, by engroff- 
ing, as he could have done by a word, 
all the riches of the world ; and by the 
fplehdour of his court, and dignity of 
' his perfon, had been greater than Solo- 
mon in all his glory, and have attraft- 
cd the applaufe and admiration of the 
world: — this every difciple knew was 
jn his power ; — fo that the meanncfs of 
^His birthj^T-^the toils and poverty of his 
., life,— the low offices in which he was 
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engaged, by preaching the gofpel to the 
faoor— the numberlefs dangers and in« 
conyeniencies attending the execution,-^ 
were all voluntary. — This humble choice 
both of friends and family out of the 
ineaneft of the people,— amongft whom 
he appeared rather as a fcrvant than a 
mafter, coming not, as he often told 
them, to be mintftered unto, but to 
minifter,-^and as the prophet had fore- 
told in that mournful defcriptton of him, 
having no form nor cometinefs, nor any 
beauty that we fhould defire him«— 

How could a difciple, you'll fay, re- 
fled without benefit on this amiable 
charafter, with all the other tender pa- 
thetic proofs of humility, which hig 
memory would fuggeft had happened of 
a piece with it, in the courfe of his 
mafler's life; — but particularly at thr 
conclufion and great cataflrophe of it, 
•—at his crucifixion ; the imprefiions of 
which could never be forgotten.— When 
a life full of lb many engaging inftan- . 
ces of humility, was crowned with the 
moft endearing <>ne of humbling him- 
fclf to the death of the crofs,— »thc 
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death of a flavc and a malefador,^-^fuf*- 
fcring himfelf to be led like a lamb tp 
the flaughtcr^—dragged to Calvary 
without oppofition or complaint, and 
as a (heep before his fhearer is dumb, 
opening not his mouth.-— 

O bleffcd Jefus ! well might a difci*- 
pie of thine learn of thee to be meek 
and lowly of heart, as ihou exhortedft 
them all, for thou waft meek and 
lowly:— well might they profit, when 
fuch a leffon was feconded by fiich an 
example !~It is not to be doubted what 
force this muft have had on the adions 
of thofe who were attendants and con** 
ftant followers of our Saviour on earth ; 
— faw the meeknefs of his temper in the 
occurrences of his life, and the amazing 
proof of it at his death, who, though 
h/e was able to call down legions of an- 
gels to his refcue, or by a fingle a£l of 
omnipotence to have deftroyed his ene- 
mies ; yet fuppreffed his almighty power, 
—neither refented— or revenged the in- 
dignity done him, but patiently fuffered 
himfelf to be numbered with the tranf- 
gteflbrs.— 
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It could not well be otherwife, but 
that every eye-witnefs of this muft have 
been wrought upon, in fome degree, as 
the apoftle, to let the fame mind be in 
him which alfo was in Chrift Jefus. 
Nor will it be difputed how much of 
the honour of St. Peter's behaviour in 
sthe prefent tranfadion might be owing 
to the impreffions he received, on that 
memorable occafion of his Lord's death, 
finking ftill deeper, from the affefling 
remembrance of the many inftances his 
mafter had given of this engaging vir- 
tue in the courfe of his life. — 

St. Peter certainly was of a warm and 
fenfible nature, as we may collect from 
the facred writings, — a temper fitted: to 
receive all the advantages which fuch 
impreffions could give ; — and therefore, 
as it is a day and place facred to this 
great apoftle, it may not be unaccept- 
able, if I engage the remainder of your 
time, in a fliort effay upon his charadler, 
principally as it relates to this particular 
difpofition of heart, which is the fubjefl 
of the difcourfe. — - 
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This great apoflle was a man of diCr 
tin£i:ion amongft the difciples, — and was 
one of fuch virtues and qualifications, 
as feemed to have recommended him 
more than the advantage of his years, or 
.knowledge. — 

On his firft admiflion to our Saviour's 
acquaintance, he gave a mod evident 
teftimony that he was a man of real and 
tender goodnefs, when being awakened 
by the miraculous draught of the filhes, 
as we read in the fifth of St. Luke, and 
knowing the author muft neceflarily be 
from God, he fell down inftantly at his 
feet,*— broke out into this humble and 
pious refleSion ; — Depart from me, for 
I am a finful man, O Lord ! — The cen- 
fure, you will fay, expreffcs him a finful 
man, — but fo to cenfure himfelf, — vnth 
fuch unaffedted modefly, implies more 
cfFedually than any thing elfe could,— 
that he was not in the common fenfe of 
the word, — a finful, but a good man, 
who, like the publican in the temple, 
was no lefs juftified, for a felf-accufation 
pxtprted merely from the humility of 
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a devout heart jealous of its own impcr- 
fedions. — And though the words, depart 
from me J carry in them the face of fear, 
—yet he who heard them, and knew 
the heart of the fpeaker, found they 
carried in them a greater meafure of 
defire, — For Peter was not willing to 
be difcharged from his new gueft, but 
fearing his unfitnefs to accompany him, 
longed to be made more worthy of his 
converfation. — A meek and modeft dif- 
truft of himfelf, fcemed to have had 
no fmall fhare, at that time, in his na- 
tural temper and complexion^; and 
though it would be greatly improved, 
and no doubt much better principled 
by the advantages on which I enlarged 
above, in his commerce and obfervation 
with his Lord and Mafter, — yet it ap- 
pears to have been an early and dif- 
tinguiftiing part of his charafter, — An 
inftance of this, though little in itfelf, 
and omitted by the other evangelifts^ 
is preferved by St. John, in his account 
of our Saviour's girding himfelf with a 
napkin, and wafhing the difciples feet j 
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to which office, not one of them is 
reprefented as making any oppofition : 
But when he came to Simon Peter,-— 
the Evangclift tells, — Peter f^id to him, 
— Doft Tbou wafli my feet? Jefus faid 
unto him. What 1 do, thou knoweft- 
not now, but fhalt know hereafter.—— 
Peter faid unto him, — Thou fhalt never 
wa(h my feet. — Humility for a moment 
triumphed over his fubmiffion, — and he 
cxpoftulates with him upon it, with all 
the earneft and tender oppofition which 
was natural to a humble heart, con- 
founded with fhame, that his Lord and 
Mafter fhould infifl to do fo mean and 
painful an aft of fervitude to him. — 

I would fooncr form a judgment of 
a man's temper, from his behaviour on 
fuch little occurrences of life as thefe, 
than from the more weighed and im- 
portant aftions, where a man is more 
upon his guard; — has more preparation 
to difguifc the true difpofition of his 
heart, — and more temptation when dif- 
guifed to impofe it on others. — 
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This management was no part of 
Peter's charafter, who, with all the 
real and unaffefted humility which he 
fliewcd, was poffefled of fuch a quick 
fenfibility and promptnefs of nature, 
which utterly unfitted him for art and 
premeditation ; — though this particular 
caft of temper had its difadvantages, 
at the fame time, as it led him to aa 
unreferved difcovery of the opinions 
and prejudices of his heart, which he 
was wont to declare, and fometimes in 
fo open and unguarded a manner, as 
cxpofed hira to the fharpnefs of a re- 
buke where he could lead bear it. — 

I take notice of this, becaufe it will 
help us in fomc meafure to reconcile a 
feeming contradidion in his char after, 
which will naturally occur here, from 
confidering that great and capital failing 
of his life, when, by a prefumptuous 
declaration of his own fortitude^ he fell 
into the difgrace of denying his Lord; 
in both of which he afted fo oppofite to 
the charafter here given, that you will 
aik, — How could fo humble a man a» 
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you dcfcribc ever have been guilty of fo 
felf-fufficient and unguarded a vaunt, as 
that, though he fhould die with his Maf- 
ter,— yet would he not deny him ? — Or 
whence, — ^that fo fincere and honed a 
man was not better able to perform 
it ?~ 

The cafe was this— 

Our Lord, before he was betrayed, 
had taken occafion to admoniih his dif- 
ciples of the peril of lapfing, — telling 
them, 31ft verfe,— All ye Ihall be of- 
fended becaufe of me this night.— To 
which Peter anfwering, with a zeal mix* 
cd with too much confidence, — That 
though all (hould be offended, yet will I 
never be offended ; — to check this truft in 
himfelf, — our Saviour replies, that he in 
particular fhould deny him /i&r/V^,— But 
Peter looking upon this monition no 
farther than as it implied a reproach to 
his faith, and his love, and his courage ; 
-—flung to the heart to have them called 
in queflion by his Lord,— he haflily fum- 
mons them all up to form his final refo- 
lutioni— Though I fhould die with thee. 
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yet will I not deny thee. — The refolvc 
was noble and dutiful to the laft degree, 
— and I make no doubt as honed a one 
•<^that is, both as juft in the matter, and 
as fihcere in the intention, as ever was 
made by any of mankind ; — his charac- 
ter not fuffering us to imagine he made 
it in a braving diilimulation : — no } — for 
he proved himfelf fufEciently in earned 
by his fubfequent behaviour in the gar« 
den, when he drew his fword againft a 
whole band of men, and thereby made 
it appear, that he had lefs concern for 
his own life, than he had for his Mailer's 
fafety. — How then came his refolution to 
mifcarry ? — The reafon Teems purely 
this : — ^Pcter grounded the execution of 
it upon too much confidence in himfelf, 
—doubted not but his will was in his 
power, whether God's grace affiftcd him 
or not ; — furely thinking, that what he 
had courage to refolve fo honeftly, he 
had likcwife ability to perform. — ^This 
was his miftake, — and, though it was a 
very great one, — yet was in fome degree 
a-kin to a virtue,— as it fprung merely 
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from a confcioufnefs of his integrity atid 
.truth, and too adventurous a conclufion 
of what they would enable him to per- 
form, on the fliarpeft encounters for his 
Mafl:er*s fake : — fo that his failing in this 
point, was but a confequence of this 
hafty and ill-confidered refolve ; — and 
his Lord, to rebuke and punifli him fdt 
it, did no other than leave him to his 
own ftrcngth to perform it ; — which^ in 
cffefk, was almoft the fame as kaving 
him to the nccefSty of not perfotming it 
at all. — The great apoftle had not con- 
fidered, that he who precautioned hint 
was the fearcher of hearts, — and needed 
not that any ftiould teftify of man^ for 
he knew what was in man :— he did not 
remember, that his Lord had faid be- 
fore, — Without me ye can do nothing i 
—that the exertions of all our faculties 
were under the power of his will : — he 
had forgot the knowledge of this needful 
truth, on this one unhappy junfture, 
-—where he had fo great a temptation to 
the contrary, — though he was full of the 
perfuafion in . every other tranfaftion of 
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his life, — but moft vifibly here in. the 
text^ — where he breaks forth in the 
warm language of a heart ftill overflow^ 
ing with remembrance of this very mii^ 
take he had once committed ; — Ye men 
of Ifrael, why marvel ye at this?— as 
though by our own power and holinefs 
we had wrought this?— ^the God of 
Abraham^ of Ifaac, and of Jacob, — ^the 
Goo of our fathers, through faith in hid 
name, hath made this man whole, whom 
ye fee and know.— 

This is the beft anfwer I am able to 
make to this objeftion againft the uni- 
formity of the apoftle's chara&er which 
I have given: — upon which let it be 
added, — that was no fuch apology capa- 
ble of being made in its behalf ;^ that 
the truth and regularity of a charader is 
not> in juftice, to be looked upon as 
broken, from any one iingle ad or omif* 
fion which may feem a contradidion to 
it:— •the beft of men appear fometimes 
to be ftrange compounds of contradido- 
ry qualities: and, were the accidental 
overfights and folly of the wifeft man, 
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—the failings and impcrfcftions of a re- 
ligious man,— the hafty afts and paffion- 
atc words of a meek man ; — were tlicy 
to rife up in judgment againft them,— 
and an ill-natured judge be fuffered to 
mark in this manner what has been done 
amlfs — what charafler fo unexceptiona- 
ble as to be able to ftand before him ? 
«.So that, with the candid aSowancea 
which the infirmities of a man may 
daim when he falls through fiirprife 
more than a premeditation, — otte may 
venture upon the whole to fum up Pe- 
ter's charafter in a few words.— He waa 
a man fenfiblc in his nature,— of quick 
paffions, tempered with the gr«ateft hu* 
mffity and moft unaffeAcd poverty of 
^irit that ever met in fuch a charafter* 
—So that in the only criminal inftance 
of his life, which I have ipoken to, you 
arc at a lofs which to admire rnqft j— the 
Icndemefe and fenfibility of his fowl, in 
being wrought upon to repentance by a 
look from Jefus;— or the uncommon 
humility of it, which he teftified there- 
upon, in the bitterncfs of his fbrrow for 
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ixrhat lie had done.««**He was otice pr«« 
fumptuous in trufting to his own ftrcngth} 
his general ' and true charader wa« that 
of the moft engaging meeknefs^'-'^f* 
trciflful of himfcif and his abilities to 
the laft degree.-^-* 

He denied his mafter.-i-But in al} in- 
ftanoes of hi) life, but that, was a man 
of thegreatefl truth and fincerity;r*-ta 
which part of his character our Saviouf 
bas given an undeniable t^inmiyy in 
.conferring cm him the fymbdiPaJi namfl 
of Cephas» a rock» a name ttve m^ c^** 
pr^fliv«5 of cwiftancy ^nd.6fm«ef«,-ri. 

He WAS a man of gtt^t }ove t^ bin 
mftfter,-i-am} of no left gcal fcw his reli* 
gion, qf wfaichf from ^inong n»ny, I 
(bail take qn^ Ir^^^n^ out of 3t. Johl^ 
with which I (hal) cpnclude thi^ ^c.cpunL 
n — ^Whcrc> upon the d^fevtion of ftvcr^ 
Other diftipl«s,.f-^pM(jpr S^iviour pitf^ the 
q^eftion to' the twf Ive^-^WiU ye ^f^ 
g0 awayJ-r'Rien, fey« th? to^t^ Peter 
anfwered and (aid,*^l4or4<! whithei fhpM 
we go ? Thou hftft tb<? wordf of etc? nal 
iifejr-'iuad w? believe, ^ faww, 4:|;«,t 
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thou art Chrift the Ton of Goi>. — No\tr^ 
if we look mto the gofpel, we find what 
our Saviour pronounced on this very con^ 
feffion, 

Bleffed art thqu, Simon Barjona, for 
fiefli and blood hath not revealed it unto 
thee^ — but my Father which is in heaven. 
— That our Saviour had the words of 
eternal life,— Peter was able to deduce 
from principles of natural reafon; be-^ 
taufe reafon was able to judge from the 
internal marks of his dodrine^ that it 
was worthy God, and accommodated 
properly to advance human nature and 
human happinefs. — ^But for all this,— 
reafon could not infallibly determine 
that the meflcnger of this dodrine was 
the Meffias, the eternal Son of the liv« 
ing God: — to know this required an i^• 
lumin^tion; — and this illumination, I 
fay, feems to have been vouchfafed at 
that inftant as a reward, — as would have 
been fuflSicient evidence by itfclf of the 
difpofition of his heart.— 

I have now finiflied this (hort effay upi^^ 
on the chara^er of St« Peter, not with 
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a loud panegyric upon the power of hU 
keys, or a ranting encomium upon fome 
monadic qualifications, with which a 
popilh pulpit would ring upon fuch an 
occaiion, without doing much honour to 
the faint, or good to the audience 4-^ 
but ha^e drawn k with truth and fobrier 
ty, reprefenting it as it was, as coniUtr 
ifig of virtues the moil worthy of imita* 
tion, — and grounded,' not upon apocry- 
phal accounts and legendary inventions, 
the wardrobe from whence popery dreffes 
<9Ut her faints on thefe days, --but upoa 
matters of fad in the facred Scriptures^ 
in lyhich all chriftians agree»-^And fince 
^ have mentioned popery^ I cannot better 
conclude than by obferving, hQW ill the 
fpirit and charafter of that church rc- 
fembles that particular part of St. Pe* 
ter's which has been made the fubjeft of 
this difcourfe. — Would one think that a 
church, whiqh thrufls itfelf under this 
apoftle's patronage, and claims her 
power under him, would prefume to ex* 
ceed the degrees of it which he acknow- 
ledged to poflefs himfelf?-— But how ill 
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are yoitr expcftations alrfwer^d, wben^ 
ioftead of the humble declaration in the 
taext, — ^Yc men of Ifrael^ marvel not at 
n% ^s if our own power and holinefs had 
wrought thi^ j^^you hear a language and 
behaviour, from the Romifk court, as 
eppofite to it as inlblent words and ac- 
tidns can frame.—- 

So that inftead of. Ye men of Ifrael, 
nmrvel not at us,>«-Ye men of ifrael, ^a 
marvel at us,-^hold us in admiration :-^ 
Approach our facred pontiff— (who is 
not only holy — but holuids itfclf)***-ap- 
proach hi& perfon with reverence, and 
deem it the greatefl: honour and haprpi>- 
nefs of your lives to fall down before 
his thatr, and be admitted to kifs bis 
fect.«**- 

Think not, as if it were not our own 
holinefs which merits all the homage you 
can pay us;-**It is our own holinefs,— 
the fuperabundance of it, of which, 
having more than we know what to do 
with ourfelves,— from works of fuperero- 
gation, we have transferred the furplus 
m ecclefiaftic warehoufes^ aiKl, in pure 
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zeal for the good of your fouls, have 
cflablilhed public banks of merit, ready 
to be drawn upon at all times.— 

Think not, ye men of Ifrael, or fay 
within yourfelves, that we are unprofita- 
ble fervants; — we have no good works 
to fpare, or that, if we had, — we cannot 
make this ufe of them ;— that we have 
no power to circulate our indulgences,— 
and huckfter them out, as we doj 
through all the parts of Chriftendom.— 
Know ye by thefe prcfents, that it is our 
own power which does this ;— the pleni- 
tude of our apoftolic power operating 
^ith our own holinefs, that enables us tp 
bind and loofe, as feems meet to ys on 
earth; — to fave your fouls or deliver 
them up to Satan, and, as they pleafe or 
difpleafe, to indulge whole kingdoms at 
once, or excommunicate them all;-w- 
binding kings in chains, and your nobles 
in links of iron. — 

That we may never again feel the ef- 
fcfts of fuch language and principles,— 
may God of his mercy gfant vis. Amen. 
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Thirtieth of January. 



EZRA IX. 6, 7. 

And I faidy O my God, I am afhamed and bluih to lift 
up my face to thee, my God :— for our iniquities are 
increafed oyer our head, and our trefpafs is grown up 
unto the heavens.— 'Since the days of our fathers have 
we been in a great trefijafs unto this day.— 

rp H £ R E is not, I belieye, throughout 
■*• all hiftory, an inftanqc of fo ftrange 
and obftinately corrupt a people as the 
Jews, of whom Ezra complains ; — for 
though, on one hand, — there never was 
a people that received fo many tcftimo- 
nies of God's favour, to encourage them 
to be good,— fo, on the other haqd, 
there never was a people whiclj fo 
often felt the fcourge of their iniqui- 
tie$, to di(he^rteh tl^em from doing 
cvil.-^ 
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And yet neither the one or the other 
fecinM ever able to make them cither 
the wifer or better ;— neither God's 
bleffings, Tior his corrcdions, could ever 
foften them ;— they ftill continued a 
thanklefs, unthinking people, — ^who pro- 
fited by no leffons, neither were to be 
won with mercies, nor terrified with 
punifliments, — but, on every fuccceding 
trial and occafion, extremely difpofed 
againil God, to go aft ray and aft wic- 
kedly. 

In the words of the text, the pro- 
phet's heart overflows with forrow, upon 
hfs refleftion of this unworthy part of 
their charafter ; and the manner of his 
application to God is fo CKpreffive of his 
humble fenfe of it, — and there is feme- 
thing in the words fo full of tendernefs 
and (hame for them upon that fc<)re, 
-—as- befpeafcs the moft paternai, a$ 
«^eH as paftoral concern for them.— 
And he faid,— O my God ; I am 
^fcamed,— and blufli to lift up my face 
to thee, my Goo.-— No doubt the holy 
man was confounded to look back upon 
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that long feries of fo many of God's un* 
deferved mercies to them, of which they 
had made fo bad and ungrateful a ufe : 
— ^hc confidered, that they had all the 
motives that could lay reftraints cither 
npon a confiderate or a reafonable pco» 
jdej— that God had tiot only created, 
upheld^ and favoured them with all ad- 
vaTitages in common with the reft of 
their fellow-cre^itures, — but had been 
particularly kind to them;— that when 
they were in the houfe of bondage, in 
the moft hopelefs condition, — he had 
heard their cry and took compailion up* 
on their affli(5tic«is, and, by a chain of 
great and mighty deUverances, had fet 
them free from the ydce of opprcffion. 
— ^The prophet, no doubt, reflefted at 
the fame time, that, befides this inftance 
of GoD*s goodnefs in firft favouring their 
miraculous efcape, a feries of fucccffcs, 
fiot to be accounted for from fecond 
caufes, and the natural courfe of events, 
had crowned their heads in fo remark'* 
able a manner, as to afford an evidetit 
proof, not only of Gop*s general con- 
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cern, but of his particular providence 
and attachment to them above all peo- 
ple ; — in the wildernefs he led them like 
iheep, and kept them as the apple of his 
eye ;-^he TuiFered no man to do them 
wrong, — but reproved even kings for 
their fake ; — that when they entered into 
the promifcd land, no force was able to 
iland before them ; — when in pofleflion, 
•^no army was ever able to drive them 
em; j_that nations greater and mightier 
than they, were thruft forth from before 
them : — that, in a word, all nature for a 
time was driven backwards by the hands 
of God, to ferve them, and that even 
the Sun itfelf had flood ftill in the midft 
of heaven, to fecure their vidlories j — 
that when all thefe mercies were caft 
away upon them, — and no principle of 
gratitude or intereft gould make them an 
obedient people,— God had tried by mif- 
fortunes to bring them back; — that 
when inftruflions, warnings, invitations, 
miracles, prophets, and holy guides had 
no effeft, — he at laft fuflfered them to 
reap the wages pf thpir folly, ^y letting 
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them fall again into the fame flate of 
bondage in Babylon, from whence fee 
had firft raifed them.— Here ic is that 
Ezra pours out his confcflion.-^Ic was 
no fmall aggravation to Ezra's concern^ 
to .find that even this laft trial had no 
good efied upon their condu^l ; — that aU 
the alternatives of promifes and threats^ 
comforts smd afflidions, inflead of mak^ 
ing them grow the better, — made them 
apparently grow the worfc : — how could 
he intercede for them, but with ihamc 
and forrow j — and fay, as in the text,— - 
O my God, I am afhamed, and bluih to 
lift up my face to thee, — for our iniqui- 
ties are increafed over our heads, — and 
our trefpafs is grown up unto the hea- 
vens ; — fince the days of our fathers 
have we been in a great trefpafs unto this 
day.— 

Thus much for the prophet's humble 
confeflion to God for the Jews, for 
which he had but too jufl: a foundation 
given by them=;;r-and I know not how I 
can make a better ufe of the words, as 
theoccafion of the day led me to the 
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choice of tliem, — than by a ferious ap- 
plication of the fame fad £onfeffion, in 
regard to ourfelves.-— 

Our fathers, hke thofe of the Jews in 
Ezra's time,— no doubt have done amife, 

« 

and greatly provoked God by their vio- 
lence j^— but if our own iniquities, like 
theirs, arc increafcd over our heads ;•— 
if fince the days of our fathers we have 
been in great trefpafs ourfelvcs unto this 
day, — 'tis fit this day we fliould be put 
in mind of it ;— nor can the time and 
occafion be better employed, than in 
hearing with patience the reproofs which 
fuch a parallel will lead me to give.— 

It muft be acknowledged, there is no 
nation which had ever fo many extraor- 
dinary reafons and fupematural motives 
to become thankful and virtuous as the 
Jews had ; — yet, at the fame time, there 
is no one which has not fufficient (and 
fetting afide at prefent the confideration 
of a future Hate as a reward for being 
fo) — there is no nation under heaven, 
^hieh, befides the daily bleffings of 
God's providence to them, but have re- 
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ceived fufBcicnt blcffings aind mercies at 
the hands of God to engage their bed 
fervices, and the warmeft returns of 
gratitude they can pay : — there has been 
a time, may be, when they have been 
delivered from fome grievous calamityi 
♦—from the rage of peftilencc or famine, 
— from the edge and fury of the fword,— 
from the fate and fall of kingdoma 
rourd them ; — they may have been prc- 
fervcd by providential difcovcries, from 
plots and defigns againft the well4)eing 
dF their ftates, — or by critical turns and 
revolutions in their favour when bcgin- 
Tiing to fink ;— by fome fignal interpow 
fition of God's providence ;— they mty 
have refcued their liberties, and all that 
was dear to them, from the jaws of fome 
tyrant ;-*or may have prcfervcd their 
leligioR pure and uncorrupted, when aU 
other comforts failed them.-^ 

If other countries have reafbn to be 
tf^ankful to Gou for any one of thcfe 
mercies, much more has this of ours, 
which at one time or other bath received 
them alU-^infomuch ihat our hiftory. 
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for this laft century, his fcarce been any 
thing clfe but the hiftory of our deliver- 
ances, and God's bleffings, — and thefc 
in fo complicated a chain, and with fo 
little interruption, — as to be fcarce ever 
vouchfafed to any nation or language be- 
fides, — except the Jews ; — and with re-, 
gard to them, though inferior in the ftu- 
pendous manner of their working, — yet 
no way fo in the extenfive goodnefs of 
their eflfcdts, and the infinite benevolence 
which muft have wrought them for us, 
-^Here then let us flop and look back 
a moment, and enquire, as in the cafe 
of the Jews, what great efiFefts all this 
has had upon our lives, — and how far 
worthy we have lived— of what we have 
received ? — 

A ftranger,— when he heard that this 
ifland had been fo favoured by heaven^ 
— fo happy in our laws and religion,-— 
fo fiourifliing in our trade,— fo blefled in 
our fituation and natural product, — and ia 
all of them fo often,— fo vifibly prote6ked by 
Providence,— would conclude, our grati- 
tude and morals had kept pace with our 
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blef&ngs ;<r-*aad he would fay,«->a3 wc 
are the moft blefled and favoured, — that 
we muft be the mod virtuous and religU 
ou3 people iipop the face of the earth. 

Would to God.! there was arty other 
reaibn to inclme . on^ to fo charitable a 
belief; — for, without running into any 
common-place declamation upon the 
wickednefs of the age,— -we may fay 
within the bounds of truth, — ^that we 
have profited in this refpeft as little as it 
was poffible for the Jews; — that there it 
as little virtue, — and as little fenfe of re- 
ligion^ at leaft as little of the appearr 
ance of itj as can be fuppofed to exifl: at 
all, in a country where it is counte- 
nanced by the ftate. — Our forefathers, 
whatever greater degrees of real virtue 
they were poileffed of,— God,— who 
fearcheth the heart, — beft knows ; — ^but 
this is certain, in their days they had at 
leaft — the form of godlinefs, — and paid 
this compliment to religion, as to wear 
at leaft the appearance and outward garb 
of it.— The public fervice of God was 
better frequented, — and in a devoot, as 

VOL. VIII. B . / 



^ii p^fi^HVenefs ifi our ftpeets to pat 
fkt&tf to tbt Uuih,— or d6mdtic ridi^ 
cuIg, <tb :ti^e her oinciafy, "and foice bcr 

8d<h, was M\\ truea^eed "whb j'e^cftt^-'a. 
flie youth of both ibices ^^ <mder 
j^^tzttt i^eflMmtj-^good oiidei«f aiid good 
hdur^ ^cre ^ibeti kept ^p in ihcA families $ 
tod, in a word, a greater ftri^efs aad 
fbbridty df ^hianhers Imainttihd^ t^rdugh^ 
btit ^aitiongft people of dl ^ratnfks ktA 
tbnflitions j— ^(b that vice, 'ho^c\iefr Ife- 
trdtly it inight bb ^pifa^tifed^was aihaiti^ 
^rfl to be fccn.— 

BiM: dll this has infenfibly been bortfiie 
Sown, ever fince the days of Our fore- 
fatthers trcfpafs; — when, to avoid one 
*itfenre, we began to run into another^} 
-i-fo thut inftead of any great religion 
*amongft ifs, you fee thonfands who are 
tired e^ett of the forth of it, and whor 
t^Ve it length thrown the malk of it 
^fidey-— as 'a& ixfelefe mcumbranee.*--* 



Bot iliu5 Aiceotioufnofe, -^ ^o}jid ^» 

.may 'he jcjiioSiy oyiijig. to a jqpg ^ovuj^ 

.of pjcofp^ri^y^ iJ»hw?h ;s ^ U) x^qrfjipt 

jaicn'8 :inii^..Tr Gpp iia^ i^e :tl\vs t^ied 

.yo\i .with afflictions jrrryo.u rbiwe t^ccp 

-vilked .va^ a .long .and /Cxipcnfive ^ivar : 

•?— -GrOD has fent, moceo^r, a pcftiilqiMic 

-aioongft .your Cfittle^ xohich. jia3 iCUt ^o^ 

-the ftodk from .the fold,-rrtand Wt ^o 

"hsxd in \the (talis .-r--$ucQly !heUl f?^y»:!r 

two fuch terrible fcourges muft tl^yp 

jawakei^ the v<;QnfQiQ|ica8 ^Qf |the ipoft 

.uinthinking.partgfcyQU, ^nd iorc^d 4b^ 

inhabitants of your Jand-r-foocn jfucji ; jsuJ- 

.monicionB^^mthougb >tbey failed >vith ^^hc 

Jews, >tp ihave learnt rigbteQufncfe *f^ 

.tl^emfcLves.-r 

I .o^wn this is »the ,natui:?^l ;efie<a,-7and 
one would hope ihould always b^ t^b^c 
-natural. ufe and improyQip^nt ^fi^iRoi ^fuch 
calamities, ;-T-fpr ,we often ftQ.d thjat f fiijfij- 
jbcrs who, in prQlpcrity, f^j^Ri ^to forgj^t 
(God,, do .yetxremejnbcr ^liim jp^hp d^u;f 
.of trouble and ,diftrefscr*T^et ponfi^r 
ethis nationally ,^-rWe fee .po :fiacji ,ftf- 
Sc& from it in .fa^t, as Que i^{>uld ^ 
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led to expeft from the fpeculatiotf :— - 
for inftance, — with all the dcvaftation, 
blood (hed, and expence which the war 
has occafioned,-— how many converts 
has it made to frugality,— to virtue,^ or 
even to fcrioufnefs itfclf?-*^The pefti- 
lence amongft our cattle, — though it 
has diftrefled aiid utterly undone fo mar 
ny thoufands, yet what one vifibte alter- 
ation has it made in the couf fe of ovet 
lives ?-- 

And though one would imagine thst 
the neceffary drains of taxes for the 
one, — and the lofs of rents and property 
from the other^ (hoBld in fome meafure 
have withdrawn the means of gratifying 
our paflions, as we have done;— yet 
what appearance is there amongft us^ 
that it is fo? — 

What one fafhionable folly or extra- 
vagance has been checked by it?— Is 
not there the fame luxury arid epicurifm 
of entertainments at our tables? — do 
we not purfue with eagernefs the fame 
giddy round of trifling diverfions? — is 
not the infedion diffufed amongft 
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people . of all ranks, and all ages ?-«*• 
And evep grey hairs, whofe fobcr cx-^ 
ample an4 manners ought to check the 
extravagant fallies of the thoughtlefs, 
gay, and unexperienic;ed,-^too often tot- 
ter under the fame coilly ornaments, 
and join the general ript. Where va- 
nity, like this, governs the heart, even 
charity will allow ps to fuppofe, that ^ 
confcioufnefs of their inability to pur- 
fue greater exceffes, i% the only vexation 
pf fpirit. — In truth, the obfervatiop fal)s 
in with the main intention of the diA 
courfe, — which is not framed to flatter 
your follies, — but plainly to point them 
out, and (hew you the general corruption 
of manners, and want of religion ; — 
which all men fee, — and whicl^ tl^c wif? 
and good fo much lament.— 

But the inquirer will naturally go on, 
and fay, that though this reprefentation 
does not sqifwer his expedations, th^t 
undoubtedly ^e muft have profited by 
thefe Icflbns in other . refpe^fts ;— that 
though we have not approved our un- 
dcrftan^ing in the fight of Qop, hj ^ 

«4 
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^fhmi uft o^ dur ASiSfcrtUBCff, t* f f dtf 

fliciri*, hoWivci'j t'<? pblifical wi'Mom ;*-^ 
fe tir^ He ivouH fi^,— tho\i^ tlic E^^-^ 
rrfH da h6( iippez^ i6 Be i reBgidW 
{tedj^cV— Acy are a{ Icaft a loyatl 6n6 : 
^llf<7 have fo oficii felt tfie fcourge 
of r^bilHoU, and baV6^ ta^fted fe mi&cR 
ftafp) frtSt from it,-^as to Have fef 
(fi6« (feeth tin edgfc for fctcr.^^tit,- 
good G6b ! ho% tii'otfld Kc Kfe aftoriiflii^ 
to fin<},— that though wc hfave bc^ri fo 
dftcn toft to and fro By otft own icnipeP 
tubus hnmCfcirSi-i-thit t^e ^crc not jtt 
lick bf the ftoriti j— thaf thotigh ^e fo- 
Itttiiilj^, oh every return of (Ms day, li- 
mehf thfe guilt of oiir forefathers m 
ftaitlirtg thclf Hahdi ih blbddi— \fre htirtt 
once think (rf our pfihciplds and prac- 
tices, ivhich tfcrid the fatflt vfiyi^^znd 
tfibUgh the providence of Odd has fet 
botlhdsj that they do not i^ork as much 
rii{fchicf,-^as in days of diffrafllbh and 
dcfdatibh,^— little reafori haife tve to 
alfcrtbe the merit thereof to our own mf* 
dbiri J— fo that, when the ^frhole account 
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u ftated bdwixt us^-^hcre bcma no* 

diing to prevent the appliqatton of due 

vovds in the text }-*-that out ihiquitica 

are incrcafed over our hoaids> and ow 

trefpafs is grown up unto the heaven. 

•^Since the days of opr fathers have 

we been in a great trefpafs unto thia 

day }— -and though it is fit and becoqinn; 

that we weep for them^^^^tis much 

more fo, that we weep for ourfelvcs,-^ 

that we lament our own corruptions^ 

----and the little advantages we have mado 

of the mercies or chaftifements of God^ 

cr from the fins and provocations of out 

forefathers,— 

This is the fruit we are to gather, in 

a day of fuch humiliation ; — and unlefs 

it produces that for us, by a reformation 

of our manners, and by turning us front 

the error of our ways, — the fcrvice of 

this day is more a fenfelefs infult upon 

the memories of our anceftors, — ^than 

an honefi: defign to profit by their mif- 

takes and misfortunes, — and to become 

wifer and better from our refledions 

upon them.— 

B 4 
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Till this is done, it* avails litHe,' 
tbough we pray fervently to God not 
to lay their fins to our charge-^ whiUl 
we have fo many remaining of our own. 
— Unlefs we are touched for ourfelves, 
how can we exped: he fhould hear our 
cry? It is the wicked corruption of a 
people which they are to thank for 
whatever natural calamities they feel;— . 
this is the very ftate we are in, — which 
by difengaging Providence from taking 
our part,— -will always leave a people 
cxpofed to the whole force of accidents^ 
both from within and without : — and 
however ftatefmen may difpute about 
the caufes of the growth or decay of 
kingdoms, — it is for this caufe, a matt 
ter of eternal truth j — that as virtue and 
religion are our only recommendation 
to GoD,T-that they are, confcquently, 
the only true hafis of our happinefs and 
profpcrity on earth.— And however wc 
may Ihcltcr purfclves under diftinftions 
of party, — that a wicked man h the 
wprft epemy the ftate has ;-^and for the 
fpntrary, it will always be found, that 



SERMON XXKR. jy 

9L virtuous man is the beft patriot, and 
(he beft fubje^Ei: the king has. — And 
though ^n individual may fay, what will 
my righteoufnefs profit a nation of men? 
—I anfwcr, — if it fail of a blefSng here 
(which is not likely), it will have one 
advantage, — it will fave thy own foul, 
and give thee that peace at the laft, 
which this world capnot take away.— ' 
Which God, of his infinite fliercy, 
jgranc i^s all. 4men^ 
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ROMANS It. 4. 

Defpifeft thou the riches of his goodnefs, and forbear- 
aiice, and long fuiTeriAgy—— knowing that the good^ 
nefs of Gob leadelh tK^ to repentance?' 

So fays St. Paul* And 

BCCLBSIASTES Vlft. tl. 

ittivl(^ f^ntence againft an evil work h ntit ^ir^cufed 
• jp^diljr ; theffcfote the heart of the ions of ueh H 
fully fet in them to do evil-*- 

HM A K E either as you like it, you 
** will get nothing by the bar- 
gain. 

^lls a tetrlble charader of the Wdrld, 
which Solomon is here accounting for, 
-i-that their heatts were fully fet iit them 
to do eviU — And the general outcry 
agaihft the wickednefs of the age, in 
tvery age, from Solomon's down to 
this, (hews but too lamentably what 
grounds have all along been given for 
the complaint. — 
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The difordcr and confufion arifmg In 
the aflf;^if s .of the vyorld from the \yick- 
ednefs* of it, being ever fuch,-^fo evi-» 
dently feen, — fo feverely felt, as natu- 
rally to induce every one who was a 
fpcdator or a fufFerer, to give the me- 
lancholy preference, to the times he lived 
in J as if the corruptions of men's man- 
ners had pot only exceeded the reports 
of fpirmer day§, but the power almoft 
pf fifing above the pitch to which the 
wickednefs of the age was arrived. -r^ 
How far they may have been deceived 
in fuclj calculations, I fhall not inquire j 
-r-let it fufEce, that mankiijd have ever 
been bad, — confidering what motive^ 
they have had to be better ; — and tak- 
ing this for granted, inftead of declaim- 
ing againft it, let U5 fee whether a dif- 
courfe may |iot be as fervice^ble» by: 
endeavouring, as Solomon has here 
done, rather to give an account of itj^^ 
and by tracing back the evils to their 
firft principles, to dire£t ourfelves to th^ 
friie remedy againft them.— 
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- hd it here only be ptemifed,— -that 
the wickednefs cither of the prefent or 
paft times> whatever fcandal and re- 
rproach it :brijng$ upon chriftians, — ought 
not in reafon to refled difhoooiur upon 
chriftianity, which is fo apparently well 
framed to muke us good ; — that there is 
not a greater paradox in nature^-— 
than that fo good a religion ihould be 
no better rc4<:ommended by its profeflbrs. 
—Though this may feem a paradox^— 
'tis ftill, I fay, no objeftion, though it 
has often been made ufe of againft chrift- 
ianity ;•— fince, if the morals of men 
are not reformed^ it is not owing to a 
defeat in the revelation, but 'tis owing 
to the fame caufes which defeated all 
the ufe and intent of reafon, — before 
revelation was given. — For fetting afidc 
the obligations which a divine law lays 
upon us — whoever confiders the ftate 
and condition of human nature, and 
upon this view, how much ftronger the 
natural motives are to virtue than to 
vice, would expect to find the world 
much better than it is, or ever has 
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^en.-r*iFor wko wquld fuppofe tfae^ge^ 
Acrality af mankkid to betray fo ^nuch 
ibUy, as to adl againft the oemmon in- 
teneft of their own kind, as ^evcry naa^i 
does who yields to the temptation of 
uvhat ds wrong.— ^But on 'the other fid^, 
-*-if men firft look into *he practice of 
the -world, and thei-e obferve the ftrange 
prevaleney of vice, and how willing 
men-are to defend as well as to commit 
it,"*-one would think they believed -that 
fill difGourfes of virtue and honefty were 
mere matter of fpeculation for men to 
entertain fome idle hour^ wkh^«-»and 
fey -truly, that men fcemed univerfally 
to 4>e agreed in notWng but in fpeaking 
well and doing ill.— -But this cafts no 
more^difhonour upon reafon than it does 
upon revelation; — the truth of the^cafe 
being this,— *that no motives have been 
great enough to reflrain thofe from ifin 
who have fecretly loved it, and only 
Ibught pretences for the pra&ice of it. 
—So that if the li^ht of the gofpel has 
not left a fufiicienc provifion againft the 
wickednefs of the world,— -the true an-^ 



fwcr is, ^at there ,Gan be soiie.-~'Tis 
. fuffident th^t tbe eKcdkncy of chriili- 
anit>y4n do&Fine and praccfMB, and its 
prosper t^idency jbo make ua virtuous ;^ 
well as happy, is a Arcfl^ iCvidcn.cc qS 
m divine. 9rigiiaaV---and thefe advan- 
tages, it has aboii^ any 4nAitiiti0n iktit 
ever WM in the world >«it gi¥Q$ t-be 
befl dir^&ions^«-*<the ;beft'exai9plcs^*~tti(^ 
gveateft jeQcaunagememsr-^thcbeA hel^^ 
«nd fhe grjoateft obligatioii to gratitude* 
•*p*fiut as seligion wa$ not to work ^^po^ 
jtocQ ?by (Way of force and jiatiural aecef- 
fity,— ibut by moral jpcufuafion, — >which 
•&t8 good and evil before tbem ;-^o 
that, if men have power to do evil, cr 
chufe the good, and will 4d>ufe it, this 
cannot be avQided^j— not only rc^gion 
but even roitfon itfdf* miift neeeirarHf 
imply a freodomiof .chQicc; and. all the 
beings in !the WjorW, which have iic 
were created free to fiand or free to 
fell :— and ^therefore -men that will inot 
33e wrought Aipon. by .this way of .acUreft, 
-muft C3:pe&, and be. contented, to fe^I 
4he ^flroke^of that rod which is prepared 
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for the back of fools, oft*times in thii 
world, but undoubtedly itt the ncxt^ 
•from the hands of a righteous governor, 
who will finally render to every man 
icddrdin^ to his tlrorks.— 

Becaufe this fentence is not always 
executed fpeedily, is the wife man's 
account of the general licentioufnefs 
which prevailed through the race of 
mankind,-^o early as his days; and 
^e may allow it a place, amonglt the 
many other fatal caufes of depravation 
in our own^— a few of whichj I IhaH 
beg leave to add to this explication of 
the wife man's; fubjoining a few prac- 
tical cautions in relation to each, as I 
go along. 

To begin with Solomon's account in 
the text, — that becaufe fentence againft 
an evil work is not executed fpeedily, 
therefore the hearts of the fons of men 
are fully fet in them to do evil. — 

It feems fomewhat hard to under- 
. (land the confequence, why men ihould 
grow more dcfperately wicked, — be- 
caufe Gqp is merciful and gives them 
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fp'kce to repent;— -this is no natural ef* 
fetft, — nor docs the wife man intend to 
infinuate, that the goodnefs and long 
fuflfering of God is the caufe of the 
wickednefs of man, by a direft efficacy 
to harden finners in their courfe. — But 
the fcope of his difCourfe is this, Becaufe 
a vicious man efcapes at prefent, he is 
apt to draw falfe conclufions from it, 
and, from the delay of God's punifh- 
ment in this life, cither to conceive them 
at fo remote a diftance, or perhaps fo 
uncertain, that, though he has fome 
doubtful raifgivings of the future, yet he 
hopes, in the main, that bis fears are 
greater than his danger ; — and, from ob- 
ferving fome of the worft of men both 
live and die without any outward tefti- 
mony of God*s wrath, — draws from 
thence fome flattering ground of encou- 
ragement for hinifclf, and,^ with the 
wicked in the pfalm^ fays ih^his heart, 
Tulb, I ihall never be caft down, there 
(hall no harm happeh unto me : — as if it 
was neceffary, if God is to piinilh at all, 
that he muft do it preferitly j— wHich^ by 
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the way, would rather feem to befpeak the 
rage and fury of an incenfed party, than 
the determination of a wife and patient 
judge, — who refpites punifhment to an- 
other ftate, declaring, for the wifeft rca- 
fons, this is not the time for it to take 
place in,— but that he has appointed a 
day fqr it, wherein he will judge the 
world in righteoufnefs, and make fuch 
unalterable diftin£lions betwixt the good 
and bad, — as to render his future judg- 
ment a full vindication of his juftice. — 

That mankind have ever made an ill 
ufe of this forbearance^ is, and I fear 
will ever be, the cafe:— and St. Peter, 
in his defcription of the fcoflfers in the 
latter days, who, he tells us, {hall walk 
after their own lufts (the worft of all 
charadbers), he gives the fame fad folu- 
tion of what Ihould be their unhappy en- 
couragement; — ^for that they would fay, 
—Where is the promife [where is the 
threatening, or declaration of, n* firayfcAift] 
of his coming,— for fince the fathers fell 
afleep, all things continue as they were 
from the beginning of the creation;—^ 
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tbat is, the world goes on in the fame 
uninterrupted courfe, where all things 
fall alike to all, without any interpofition 
from abdve^ — pr any outward token of 
divine dilpleilfure:^upon this ground, 
•* Come ye," fay they, as the prophet 
reprcfents them, *' I will fetch wine and 
^c will fill ourfelves with ftrong drink, 
and to-morrow (hall be as this day, and 
much more abundant.*'—— 

Now, if you confider, you will find^ 
that all this falfe way of realbning doth 
arife from that grofs piece of Iclf-flattery^ 
that fuch do imagine God to be like 
themfelves,*^that is, as cruel and re- 
vengeful as they are, — and they prefent- 
ly think, if a fellow-creature offended 
them at the rate that finners are faid to 
ofifend God, and they had as much 
power in their hands to puniih and tor- 
ture them as he has, they would be fure 
to execute it fpeedily; — but becaufe they 
fee God does it not, therefore they con* 
elude, that all the talk of God's anger- 
againft vice, and his future punifhment 
of it, — is mere talk, calculated for the 
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terror of old women and childr^n.-*^ 
Thus fpeak they peace to their ibuls^ 
when there is no peace ; — for though a 
finner (which the wife man adds by way 
of caution jrfter the text) — for though a 
finner do evil a hundred titties, and his 
days be prolonged upon the earthy — yet* 
fure I know, that it fhall be w^U with 
them that fear God, — but fliall not be 
well with the wicked. — Upon which ar- 
gument, ; the pfalmift, fpeaking in the 
name of God, — ufes this remonftrance 
to one under this fatal miftake which has 
mifled tboufands ; — thefe things thou 
didft, and I kept filence : — And it feems 
this filence was interpreted into confent ; 
.*— for it follows,— and thou thoughteft I 
was altogether fuch a one as thyfclf ;— 
but the pfalmift adds, how ill he took 
this at men's hands, and that they Ihould 
not know the diflFerence between the for- 
bearance of finners, — and his negleft of 
riieir fins ;— but I will reprove thee, and 
fet them in order before thee. — Upon 
the whole of which, he bids them be 
better advifed, and confider, left, while 
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they forget God, he pluck them away, 
and there be none to deliver them. — 

Thus much for the firft ground and 
caufe which the text gives, why the. 
hearts of the fons of men are fp fully fet 
in them to do evil ; — upon which I have 
only one or two cautions to add — That, 
in the firft place we frequently deceive 
oarfelves in the calculation that fentence 
ihall not be fpeedily executed (^By fad 
experience, vicious and debauciied men 
find this matter to tiirn out very differ* 
cnt in pra6tice, from their expedations 
in theory : God having fo contrived the 
nature of things throughout the whole 
iyftem of. moral duties, — that every vice, 
in fome meafure, fhould immediately re- 
venge itfelf upon the doer y — that falfe- 
bood, and unfair dealing, ends in dif-- 
truft and di(honour;<— that drunken? 
nefs and debauchery fhould weaken 
the thread of life, and cut it fo fhort, 
that the tranfgreffor (hall not live out 
hs^f bis days ; — that pride (bould be fol** 
lowed by mortifications; — extravagance 
by poverty and diftrefs; — that the rer 
vengeful and malicious (hould be the 
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greateft tormentor of himfelf, — the per- 
petual diflurbance of his own mind being 
fo immediate a chaftifement, as to yerify 
w! at the wife man fays upon it,— That, 
as the mercifol man does good to his 
own foul, fo he that is cruel troubleth his 
own flefh. 

In all which cafes there is a punifh* 
ment independent of thefe, and that is, 
the puni&ment which a man's own mind 
takes upg>n itfelf, from the remorfe of 
doing what is wrong. — Prima eft hac 
Initio, — this is the fir ft revenge which 
(whatever other punilhments he may 
efcape) is fure to follow clofe upon his 
heels, and haunts him wherefoever he 
goes;— for whenever a man commits a 
wilful bad a<flion,*-*he drinks down poi- 
fon, which, though it may work llowly. 
Will work furely, and give him perpetual 
pains and heart aches, — and if no means 
be ufed to expel it, will deftroy him at 
laft.— So*that, notwithftanding that final 
fontence of God is hot executed fpecdily 
in exad weight and mcafure, — there is 
peverthclefs a fentcnce executed, which 
a man's own confcience pronounces 
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againft him ; — and every wicked man, 
I believe, feels as regular a procefs 
within his own bread commenced againft 
himfeif, and finds himfelf as much ac- 
cufed, and as evidently and impartially 
condemned for what he has done amifs^ 
as if he had received fcntence before 
the mod awful tribunal j— which judg- 
ment of confcience, as it can be looked 
upon in no other light but as an antici- 
pation of that righteous and unalterable 
fentence which will be pronounced here- 
after by that Being to whom he is finally 
to give an account of his adions — I 
cannot conceive the ftate of his mind 
under any charader than of that anxious 
doubtfulnefs dcTcribed by the prophet,-— 
That the wicked are like the troubled 
fea, whcB it cannot reft, whofc waters 
caft up mire and filth, 

A fecond caution againft this uniform 
ground of falfe hope, in fentence npt 
being executed fpeedily, will arife from 
this confideration, — That in our vain 
calculation of this diftant point of retri- 
bution, we generally rcfpite it to the day 
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of judgment; — and as that may be a 
thoufand, or ten thoufand years oflf, it 
proportipnably leffens the terror. — Ta 
rcftify this mifts^ke, we fcould firft con- 
fidcr, that the diftance of a thing no 
way alters the nature of it. — 2dly, That 
xye are deceived in this diftant profpedt, 
not confi^ering that however far oflF wc 
may fix it in this belief, that in fad it is 
no farther off from every man than the 
day of his own death.— And how cer- 
tain that day is, we need not furely be 
reminded : — *Tis the certainty of the 
matter, and of an event which will as 
furely come to pafs, as that the Sun (hall 
rife to-morrow morning,— that (hould 
enter as piuch into our calculations, as 
if it was hanging over our heads. — For 
though, in our fond imaginations, we 
dream of living many years upon the 
earth; — how uncxpe^edly are we funi- 
moned from it? — How oft, in the 
ftrength of our age, in the midft of our 
projefts,—- when we are promifing our-^ 
felves the eafe of many years? — how oft, 
at that very time, and in the height of 
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this imagination, is the decree fealcd, 
and the comipandment gone forth to call 
us into another world ? — 

This may fuffice for the examination 
of this one great caufe of the corruption 
of the worl4 ; — from whence I (hould 
proceed, as J purpofed, to an inquiry 
after fome other unhappy caufes which 
have a fliare in this evil. — But I have 
taken up fo much more of your time in 
this than I firft intended, — that I fhall 
' defer what I have to fay to the next oc- 
cafion, and put an end to this difcourfe, 
by an anfwer to a , queftion often afked 
relatively to this argument, in prejudice 
of chriftianity, which cannot be more 
feafonably anfwered than in a difcourfc 
^t this time; — and that is, — Whether 
the chriftian religion has done the world 
any fervice in reforming the lives and 
morals of mankind, — which fome, -who 
pretend to have gonfidered the prcfent 
ftate of vice, feem to doubt of? — This 
objeftion I, in fome meafure, have anti- 
cipated in the beginning of this dif* 
courfe ;— and what I have to ^dd tq that 



74 SERMON XXXIH. 

argument is this,— that ^8 it is impofli- 
blc to decide the point by evidence of 
fa£tSji i^hich at fo great a diftance cannot 
be birought together and compared,— it 
muft be decided by reafon, and the pro- 
bability of things; upon which iflfue, 
one might appeal to the moft profefled - 
deift, and truft him to determine, — whe- 
ther the lives of thofe who arc fet loofe 
from all obligations, — but thofe of con- 
veniency,— can be compared with thofe 
who have been blcft with the extraordi- 
nary light of ^ religion ? — and whether 
fo juft and holy a religion as the chrift* 
ian, which fets reftraints even upon our 
thoughts, — a religion which gives us the 
moft engaging ideas of the perfcftions of 
God, — at the fame time that it imprefles 
the moft awful ones of his majefty and 
power ; — a Being rich in mercies, but if 
they are abufed, terrible in his judg- 
ipents ; — one conftantly about our fecrct 
paths, — about our beds :— who fpieth out 
all our ways, — noticeth all our aSions, 
and is fo pure in his nature, that he will 
puniih even the wicked Imaginations of 



SERMON XXXIII. 7s 

the heart, and has appointed a day 
wherein he will enter into this enquiry, 
and execute judgment according as we 
have drferved — 

If either the^ hopes or fears, the paf- 
fions or reafon of men are to be wrought 
upon at all, luch principles muft have an 
cflFeft, though, I own, very far (hort of 
what a thinking man ihould expedt from 
fuch motives. — 

No doubt, there is great room for 
amendment in the chriftiarT world, — and 
the profeflbrs of our holy religion may in 
general be faid to be a very corrupt and 
bad generation of men, — confidering 
what reafons and obligations they have to 
be better. — Yet ftill 1 affirm, if thofe re- 
ftraints were leflencd, — the world would 
be infinitely worfe j— and therefore we 
cannot fufficiently blefs and adore the 
goodnefs of God, for thefe advantages 
brought by the coming of Chrift — which 
God grant that we may live to be more 
deferving of; — that, in the laft day, when 
he {hall <:ome again to judge the worlds 
we may rife to life immortal. Amem 
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Put thou thy truft in the Lord.«^ 

'trr HOKVER ferioufly reflcits upon the 
^^ (late and condition of man, and 
looks upon that dark fide of it, whkfa 
reprefents his life as open to fo many 
caufes of trouble J — ^when he fees bow 
often he eats the bread of afllidion, and 
that he is born to it as naturally as the 
fparks fly upwards ;— that no rank or 
degrees of men are exempted from this 
law of our beings ; — but that all, from 
the high cedar of Libanus to the humble 
ihrub upon the wall, are (hook in their 
turns by numberlefs calamities and dif- 
trefles^ — ^when one fits down and looks 
upon this gloomy fide of things, with all 
the forrowful changes and chances which 



78 S E R M ON XXXIV. 

furround us,— at firft fight,— would not 
one wonder, — how ti.e fpirit of a man 
could hear the infirmities of his nature, 
and what it is that fupports him, as it 
does, under they many evil accidents 
which he meets with in his paffage 
through the valley of tears ? — Without 
fome certain aid. within us to bear us up, 
— fo tender a frame as ours would be but 
ill fitted to encounter what genei ally be- 
feis it in this rugged journey : — ^and ac- 
cordingly we find, — that we are fo curi- 
<Hrily wrought by an all-wife hand, with 
it view to this,— that, in the very com* 
poifijtion and texture of our nature^ there 
ie a remedy and provifion left againft 
moft of the evils we fufFer ;. — ^we being 
fo ordered, — that the prin<:iple of fclf- 
love, given us for prefervation, comes in 
here to our aid, — by opening a door of 
hope> and, in the worft emergencies, 
flattering us with a belief that we {hall 
extricate ourfelves, and live to fee better 
days. — 

This expedation, — though in fad it 
no way alters the nature of the crof8 s^c« 
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cidents to which we lie open, or docs at 
ail pervert the courfc of them, — yet im- 
pofes upon the fenfe of them, and, like 
a fccret fpring in a , well-contrived ma- 
chine, though it cannot prevent, at lead 
it counterbalances the preffurc, — and fo 
bears up this tottering, tender frame 
under many a violent fhock and hard 
juftling, which otherwife would unavoid- 
ably overwhelm it.— Without fuch an 
inward rcfource, from an inclination^ 
which is natural to man, to truft and 
hope for redrefs in the moft depbrabic 
conditions,— his flatc in this life would 
be^ of all creatures, the moft miferable. 
—When his mind was either wrung with 
afflidion, — or his body lay tortured with 
the gout or ftonc,— did he think that in 
this world there (hould be no refpite to 
his forrow j— could he believe the pains 
be endured would continue equally in* 
tenfe, — without remedy, — without intcr- 
miffion J — with what deplorable lament- 
ation would he languifh out his day, 

and how fwect, as Job fays, would the 
ciifdi of the valley be to bimf r-^But fo fed 
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a perfuafion, whatever grounds there 
may, be fomctimes for it, fcarcc ever 
gets full poffeffion of the mind of man, 
which by nature ftrugglcs againft de- 
fpair : fo that whatever part of us fuf* 
fcrs, — ^the darkeft mind inftantly ufhers 
in this relief to it, — points out to hope, 
encourages to build, though on a iandy 
foundation, and raifes an expeftation in 
us, that things will come to a fortunate, 
iflue. — ^And indeed it is fbmething fur- 
prifing to confider the ftrange force of 
this paffion; — what wonders it has 
wrought in fupporting men's fpirits in all 
ages, and under fuch inextricable difE- 
culties, that they have fometimes hoped,^ 
as the apoftle expreffes it, even againft 
hope,*— againft all likelihood ; — and have 
looked forwards with comfort under mif- 
fortunes, when there has been little or 
nothing to favour fuch an expedation. 

This flattering propenfity in us, which 
I have here reprcfented, as it is built, 
upon one of the moft deceitful of hu- 
man pafEons-(that is),— felf-love, which 
at all times incHnes us to think better of 
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owfelves, and conditions, than there ifi 
ground for; — ^how great foevcr the re- 
lief is, which a man draws from it at 
prcfetit, it too often tlifappoints in the 
end, leaving him to go on his way for- 
rowing, — mourning, — as the prophet 
fays, ttiat his hope is loft. — So that, af- 
ter all, in our fcrerer trials, we iftifl find 
a neceifity of calfing in fomething to aid 
this principle, and direft it fo, that it 
may not wander with this uncertain ex- 
peftation of what may never be accom- 
plifhcd, — but fix itfelf upon a piroper ob- 
jeft of truft and reliance, that is able to 
fulfil our defircs, to hear our cry, and to 
help ns. — The paffion of hope, without 
this, though in ftraits a man may fup- 
port his fpirits for a time with a general 
cxpe6lation of better fortune ; — yet, like 
a (hip tofled without a pilot upon a trou- 
blefome fea, — it may float upon the fur- 
face for a while, but is never, — never 
likely to be brought to the haven where 
it would be.— To accomplifli this,— • 
reafon and religion are called in at 
length, and join with nature in exhort- 
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ing us to hope ; — but to hope in God^ 
in whofe hands are the iifues of life and 
death, — and without whofe knowledge 
and permiflion we know that not a hair 
of our heads can fall to the ground.— 
Strengthened with this anchor of hope, 
which keeps us ftedfaft, when the rains 
deicendy and the floods come upon us, 
—however the forrows of a man are 
multiplied, he bears up his head, looks 
towards heaven with confidence, waiting 
for the falvation of God: — he then 
builds upon a rock againft which the 
gates of hell cannot prevail. — He may 
be troubled, it is true, on every fide, 
but (hall not be diftreflcd, — perplexed, 
yet not in defpair: — though he walks 
through the valley of the (hadow of 
death, even then he fears no evilj this 
rod and this ftaff comfort him. 

The virtue of this had been fufEcient- 
ly tried by David, and had, no doubt, 
been of ufe to him in the courfe of a life 
full of afHiftions; many of which were 
fo great, that he declares, that he fhould 
verily have fainted under the fcnfc and 
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' iipprehenfion of them, but that he be* 
licvcd to fee the goodnefs of the Lord in 
the land of the Hving,-A-He believed!— 
how coirfd he do other wife? He had all 
the convidion that reafon and infpiration 
could give him, — that there was a Being 
in whom every thing concurred which 
could be the proper objeft of truft and 
confidence; — power to help, — and good- 
nefs always to incline him to do it. — He 
knew this infinite Being, though his 
dwelling was fo high — that his glo- 
ry was above the heavens, — yet hum- 
bled bimfclf to behold the thing[S that 
are done in heaven and earth : — that he 
was not an idle and diftant fpeftator of 
what paffed there, but that he was a pre- 
fent help in time ef trouble: — that he 
bowed the heavens and came down to 
over-rule the courfe of things ; deliver- 
ing the poor, and him that was in mi- 
fery, from him that was too ffro*ng for 
himj lifting the fimple out of his dif- 
trefs, and guarding him by His provi- 
dence, fo that no man fhould do hint 
wrong:— that neither the Sun -ihouM 
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finite him by day, neither the Moon by 
night.-— Of this the Pfalmift had fuch 
evidence from his obfervation on the 
fife of others, with the ftrongeft convic- 
tion, at the fame time, whkh a long 
Kfe full of perfonal deBvcrances could 
give; — all which tatrght him the value 
of the leflbn in the text, from which he 
had received fo much encouragement 
himfelf,— that he tranfmits it for the be- 
nefit of the whole race of mankind after 
him, to fupport them, as it had done 
him, under the af9i£tions which befel him. 
Trujl in God\ — as if he had faid, 
Whofocvcr thou art that fliall hereafter 
fall into any fuch ftraits or troubles as I 
have experienced, — learn by my exam- 
ple where to feek for fuccourj — truft 
not in princes, nor in any child of man^ 
for there is no help in them : — the fon^ 
ef men, who are of low degree, are va- 
nity, and are not able to help thee ; — 
men of high degree ate a lie,— too often 
deceive thy hopes, and will not help 
thee:-^but thou, when thy foul is in 
hcavincfs,— *turn thy eyes from the earth, 
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and look up towards heaven^ to that 
tufinitely kind and powerful Being, uiio 
neither flumbereth nor fkepe^ ; who is 
a prcfient help in time of trouble :««^e» 
fpond not, and fay witbin thyfelf,— why 
his chariot wheels day fb long?-«^nd 
why he vouchfafeth thee not a ^)eedy 
relief f-^but arm thyfidf in thy siisfor^ 
tunes with patience and fortitude ;•*«• 
tmfl in Goo, who fees adi thofe con- 
ffiAs under which thou laboureft,^^who 
knows thy neceilities afar ofiy^^and putis 
all thy tears into his bottle j— who fees 
€V€ry careful thought and penfive look, 
—and hears every figh and melancholy 
groan thou uttercft. — 

In all thy exigencies trufl: and de-' 
pend on him; — nor ever doubt but he, 
who heareth the cry of the fatherlefe, 
and defcnd^th the casufe of the widow, 
if it is juft, will hear thine, and either 
lighten thy burden, and let thee go free ; 
— or, which is the fame, if that fcems 
not meet, by adding ftrcngth to thy 
mind, to enable thee to fuftain what he 
has fufiered td be laid upon thee, 
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Whoever rccoUeds the particular 
pfalms faid to be compofed ^y this great 
inan» under the fever al diftreffes and 
crofs accidents of his life, will perceive 
the juftice of this paraphrafe, which is 
agreeable to the ftrain of reafoning,— ^ 
which runs through, — which is little elfe 
than a recoUedion of his own words 
and thoughts upon thofe occafions, in 
all which he , appears to have been no 
lefs fignal in his afflidtions, than in his 
piety, and in that goodnefs of foul 
which he difcov^rs under them, — I faid, 
the refleflions vipqn his own life and 
providential efcapes, which he had exf 
perienced, had had a ftiare in forming 
thef(^ religious fentimeqt^ of truft in his 
mind, which had fo early taken root, 
that when he was going to fight the 
PhiUftine,^--xYhen he was but a youth 
and ftood before Saul, — he h?id jtlready 
Jes^rned to argue in this m?inner :— Let 
jno. nifin'? heart fail him;— thy fervant 
|cept hi? father's (heep, and there cam? 
ft lion and a hear, and took a lamb out 
gf the flock, and I wenf ou^ ^ft^r hio) 
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and fmote him, and delivered it out of 
his mouth ; and when he . arofe againft 
me, I caught him by the beard, and 
fmote him, and flew him ;— thy fervant 
ilew both the lion and the bear, and 
this uncircumcifed Philiftine will be as 
one of them ; — for the Lord, who de- 
livered me out of the paw of the lion, 
and out of the paw of the bear,— he 
will alfo deliver me out of his hand.-^ 

The conclufion was natural, and the 
experience which every man has had of 
God's former loving -kindncfs and pro* 
teftion to ,him, cither in dangers or dif- 
trefs, does unavoidably engage him to 
think in the fame train.-— »It is obferv* 
able that the apoftle St. Paul,, encou- 
raging the Corinthians to bear with pa-^ 
tience the trials incident to human na- 
ture, reminds them of the deliverances 
that God did formerly vouchfafe to 
him, and his fellow-labourers. Gains 
and Ariftarchus ;^-and on that ground 
builds a rock of encouragement, for 
future truft and dependence pn him.— • 
IDs life had been in very grqat jeopardy 
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at £phefu$9^ where he. had like to hav^ 
been brought out to the theatre, to be 
devoured by wild beafts, and indeed 
had no human means to avert, — and 
confequcntly to efcape it;— and there- 
fore, he tells them, that he had thia 
advantage by it, that the more he be*- 
licved he fhould be put to death, the; 
more he was engaged by his deliverance^ 
never to depend on any worldly truft^ 
but only on God, who can refcue from 
the greateft extremity, even from the 
grave and death itfelf. — For we would 
not, brethren, iays he, have you igno? 
rant of our trouble^ which came to U9 
in Afia, that we were preffcd out of 
meafure, above our ftrength, infomuch 
that we defpaired even of life ; — but we 
had the fentence of death in oyrfelves, 
that we fhould not truft in ourfelves, 
but in God, who raifeth the dead^ who 
delivered us from fo great a death, and 
doth deliver, and in whom we truft that 
be will ftill deliver us. 

And indeed a ftronger argument can- 
not be brought for future truft, than 
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the remembrance of paft protection; — 

for what ground or reafon can I have 
to diftruft the kindnefs of that perfon, 
who has always been my friend and be- 
nefaAor ? 

On whom can 1 better rely for affifl- 
ance in the day of my diftrefs^ than on 
him who flood by me in all mine af- 
fli^ion ? — and, ?Rrhen I was at the brink 
of deftruftion, delivered me out of all 
my troubles I Would it not be highly 
ungrateful, and refleO; either upon his 
goodncfs or his fufficiency, to diftrufl 
that providence which has always had 
a watchful eye over me ? — and who, 
according to his gracious promifes, will 
never leave me, nor forfakc me ; and 
who, in all my wants, in all my emer- 
gencies, has been abundantly more 
willing to give, than I to alk it,— If the 
former and the latter rain have hitherto 
defcended upon the earth in due feafon, 
and feed-time and harvefl have never 
yet failed;— why fljould I fear famine 
in the land^ or doubt, but that he who 
fcedeth the raven, ^nd providently ca- 
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tereth for the fparrow, fliould likewife 
be my comfort ?— How unlikely is it 
that ever he fliould fuffer his truth to 
fail ? — This train of refledion, from the 
confideration of paft mercies ^ is fuitable 
and natural to all mankind ; — there be- 
ing no one, who by calling to mind 
God's kindnefles, which have been ever 
of old, but will fee caufe to apply the 
ju'gumcnt to himfelf,— 

And though, in looking back upon 
the events which have befallen us, wc 
are apt to attribute too much to the arm 
of flefli, in recounting the more fuccefs-^ 
ful parts of them ; faying, — My wifdom, 
my parts, and addrcfs, extricated me 
from this misfortune ; — my forefight and 
penetration faved me from a fecond ; — 
my courage, and the mightinefs of my 
ftrcngth, carried me through a third ; 
—However we are^accuftomed to talk 
in this manner, — yet whoever coolly fits 
down and reflefts upon the many acci"* 
dents (though very improperly called 
fo) which have befallen him in the 
courfc of his life, — ^whcn he confidcrsi 
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the many amazing turns in his favour, 
«— fomctimes in the moft unpromifing 
cafes, — and often brought about by the 
moft unlikely caufes; — when he re- 
members the particular providences 
which have gone along with him, — thq 
many perfonal deliverances which have 
Jpreferved him, — the unaccountable man- 
ner in which he has been enabled to 
get through difficulties, which on all fides 
befet him, on one time of his life, or the 
ftrength of mind he found himfelf endow- 
ed with, to encounter affliftions which fell 
upon him at another period : — where is 
the man, I fay, who looks back with the 
leaft religious fenfe, upon what has thus 
happened to him, who could not give 
you fufficient proofs of God's power, 
and his arm over him, and recount fe- 
veral cafes, wherein the God of Jacob 
was his help, and the Holy One of 
Ifrael his redeemer ? 

'Haft thou ever laid upon the bed of 
•languifliing, or laboured under a griev- 
ous diftemper which threatened thy life } 
Q?M to inind thy forrowfvi and pe^-* 
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five fpirit at that time ; aad add to it, 
who it was that had mercy on thee* 
that brought thee out of darknefs and 
the (hadow of death, and made all thy 
bed in thy ficknefs> 

Hath the fcantinefs of thy condition 
hurried thee into great ftraits and dif- 
ficulties, and brought thee aimoft to 
diftraftion? — Confider who it was that 
fpread thy table in that wildernefs of 
thought,— *who was it made thy cup 
to overflow, — who added a friend of 
confolation to thee, and thereby fpake 
peace to thy troubled mind. — Haft 
thou ever fuflained any confiderable 
damage in thy ftock or trade ?-^Betbittk 
thyfelf who it was that gave thee a fe- 
rene and contented mind under thofe 
loflcs* — If thou haft recovered, — con- 
lidcr who it was that repaired thofe 
breaches,— when thy own fkill and cn^ 
deavours failed : — call to mind whofe 
providence has bleflcd them fince,— 
whofe hand it was that has fince .fet a 
hedge about thee, and made all that 
thou haft done to profper.— Haft thou 
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ever been wounded in thy more tender 
part, through the lofs of an obliging 
liuiband ?— or haft thou been torn away 
from the embraces of a dear and promi- 
fing child, by its unexpefted death ? — 

O confider, whether the God of truth 
did not approve himfelf a father to thee, 
when fatherlefs, — or a hulband to thee, 
when a widow, — and has cither given 
thee a name better than of fons and 
daughters, or even beyond thy hopc^ 
made thy remaining tender branches to 
grow up tall and beautiful, like the ce- 
dars of Libanus.— 

Strengthened by thefe confiderations, 
fuggefting the fame or like paft deli- 
verances, either to thyfclf, — thy friends 
or acquaintance, — thou wilt learn this 
great leffon in the text, in all thy exi- 
gencies and diftreffes,— to truft God j 
and whatever befalls thee, in the many 
changes and chances of this mortal life, 
to fpeak comfort to thy foul, and to fay 
in the words of Habakkuk the prophet, 
with which I conclude,— 
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Although the fig-trcc fhall not blot 
fom^ neither fhall fruit be in the vines ; 
•—although the labour of the olive fhall 
fail, and the fields fhall yield no meat ; 
—although the flock fhall be cut off 
from the fold, and there fhall be no herd 
in the flails ; yet we will rejoice in the 
Lord, and joy in the God of our faU 
vat ion. 

To whom be all honour and glory, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
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CXODt^S XXI. 14* 

But if a man come prefumptuouily upon his neighbour, 
to flay him with guile $— thou (halt take him from my 
altar, that he may die. 



A 



s the end and happy refult of fo- 
ciety was our mutual protc6lion 
from the depredations which malice 
and avarice lay us open to,— fo have 
the laws of God laid proportionable re- 
ftraints againft fuch violations as would 
defeat us of fuch a fecurity. — Of all 
other attacks which can be made againft 
us, — that of a man's life, — which is his 
all, — being the greateft, — the offence, 
in God's difpenfation to the Jews, was 
denounced as the moft heinous,— and 
reprefented as moft unpardonable. — At 
the hand of every man's brother will 
I require the life of man. — Whofo 
{heddeth man's blood, by man fhall 
his blood be flied. — Ye (hall take no 
fatisfaftion for the life of a murderer; 
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—he fliall furely be put to death.— So 
ye Ihall not pollute the land wherein ye 
are, — for blood defileth the land ;— and 
the land cannot be cleanfed of blood 
that is fhed therein, but by the blood 
of him that (hed it* — For this rcafon, 
by the laws of all civilized nations, in 
all parts of the globe, it has been pu- 
niflied with death. — 

Some civilized and wife communities 
have fo far incorporated thefe fcvcre dif- 
penfations into their municipal laws, as 
to allow of no diftinftion betwixt mur- 
der and homicide,— at lead in the pe- 
nalty : — ^leaving the intentions of the 
feveral parties concerned in it to that 
Being who knows the heart, and will 
adjuft the differences of the cafe here- 
after.— This falls, no doubt, heavy up- 
on particulars — but it is urged for the 
benefit of the whole.— It is not the bu- 
finefs of a preacher to enter into an ex- 
amination of the grounds and reafons 
for fo feeming a feverity. — ^Where moft 
fcvere,— they have proceeded, no doubt, 
from an cxccfs'of abhorrence of a crime. 
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^^whlch is, df all others^ mod terrible 
and {hocking in its own nature^ — and 
the moft dired): attack, and ftroke at 
£3ciety;*-as the fecurity of a ma^'s 
life was the firft protedion of fo- 
ciety, — thd groundwork of all the other 
bleffings to be defired from fuch a com* 
paft. — Thefts, — opprcflSions,— cxadions^ 
and violences of that kind, cut off the 
branches; — this fmotc the root:-*- all 
periflied with it : — the injury irreparable. 
— ^^No .after-a& codd make amends for 
it.— What recompence can he give to a 
man in exchange for his life? — ^What 
fatisfa&ion to the widow, — the father- 
lefs,— to the family, — the friends,— the 
relations,— cut off from his prote&ioUj^ 
—and rendered perhaps deftitute, — per- 
haps miferable for ever !— 

No wonder^ that, by the law of na* 
ture,— this crime was always purfued 
with the moft extreme; vengeance; j-p-? 
which made tbie barbarians to judge, 
when they faw St* Paul upon the point; 
of dying a- faddeU: and terrifying dcatl^j 
—Np' doubt this man is a murderer; 

VOL. VIII. ;. H 
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ivfao, though he has efcaped the Cczi 7^ 
vengeance fuffereth not to live.— 

The cenfure there was rafli and un-^ 
tharitabte} — ^but the honed deteftation 
of the crime was uppermoft.— They faW 
a dreadful punilhmenf,— they thought; 
•^and in feeing the one, — they fufpcfted 
the other.— 'And the vengeance which 
had overtaken the holy man, was meant 
by them the vengeance and puniftiment 
of the almighty Being, whofe provi* 
dence and honour was concerned in pur- 
fiiing him, from the place he had fled 
firom, to that iiland. 

The honour and authority of God ti 
inoft evidently ftruck at, moft certiunly^ 
5ft every fuch crime^ — ^and therefore he 
would purfue it; — ^it being the reafon,- 
in the nmth of Genefis, upon which the 
prohibition of murder is grounded;— 
for ift the image of God created he 
nxan; — as if to attempt the life of a 
liian had fom^hing in it peculiarly 
daring and audicious;— hot only fhock* 
ing as to its confequence ftbove all other 
crimes,— but of pcrfonal violence and 
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indignity againft God, the author of 
our life and death. — That it is the high^ 
cA, AGt of injuftice to man, ^nd which 
will admit of no compenlation, — I have 
faid, — But the depriving a man of life, 
docs not comprehend the whole of his 
fuffcring j he may be cut otf in an un- 
provided or difordered condition, with 
regard to the great account betwixt him<^ 
fclf and his Maker. — He may be under 
the power of irregular pal&ons and de^ 
6re8. — The bell of men are not alway3 
upon their guard. — And I am (lire wc 
have all reafon to join in that afieding 
part of our Litany,— That amongft 
other evils*— God would deliver us from 
iiidden death ;«-*that we may have fome 
fore-fight of that period to compofc out 
fpirits, — ^prepare our accounts,*-.and put 
ourfelves in the beil pofture we can to 
tncct it J for> after we are mod prepared^ 
«-^it is a terror to human nature.—^ 

The people of fome nations are faid 
to h^tve a peculiar art in poilbning by 
flow and gradual advances 4 — In this 
cafe,— however horrid,— *it favours of 
mercy with regard to our ^iritual ilate j 
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—for the fcnfible decays of natufe") 
wluch a fufferer muft feel within him 
from the fccret w6rkings of the horrid 
drug— give warning, and fhew that 
mercy which the bloody hand that 
Comes upon his neighbour fuddenly, 
and flays him with guile, — has denied 
liim, — It may ferve to admonifli him of 
the duty of repentance, and to make 
his peace with God, whilfl: he had time 
and opporttmity. — The fpecdy execution 
of juftice, which, as our laws now ftand, 
and which were intended for that end, 
—muft ftrike the greater terror upon 
that account. — Short as the interval be- 
tween fcntence and death is,-^it is long, 
compared to the cafe of the murdered. 
—Thou aHowedft the man no time,— 
faid the judge to a late criminal, in a 
moft aflefting manner;— thou allowedft 
him not a moment to prepare for eter- 
nity; — and to one who thinks at all,— 
it is, of all refledlions and felf-accufa- 
tron, the moft heavy and unfurmount- 
able— That by the hand of violence, a 
man in a perfeft ftate of health, — whilft 
he walks out in perfed fecurity, as he 
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thinks, with his friends j — perhaps whilft 
he is fleeping foundly, — to be hurried 
out of the world by the alTaflin,— by a 
fuddcn ftroke,— to find himfelf at the 
bar of GoD*s juftice, without notice 
and preparation for his trial, — 'tis moft 
horrible !— 

Though he be really a good man, 
(and it is to be hoped Goo makes mer- 
ciful allowances in fuch cafes)— yet it is 
a terrifying confideration at the bed ;— 
and, as the injury is greater, — there arc 
alfo very aggravating circumftances re- 
lating to the perfon who commits this 
a6l. — As when it is the cffefl: not of a 
rafli and fudden paf^on, which fome- 
tinies diforders and confounds reafon £or 
2L moment, — but of a deliberate and 
propenfe defign or malice.— When the 
fun not only goes down, but rifes upon 
his wrath ; — when he flccps not — till he 
has ftruck the ftroke ; — when, after he 
has had time and leifure to recoUcA him- 
felf, — and confider x^hat he is going to 
do ; — ^when, after all the checks of con- 
fciencc, — ^the ftruggles of humanity, 
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the rccoilifigs of his own blood, at the 
thoughts of ihedding another man's—* 
he fball perfift (till, — and refolve to do 
it.^i-Mcrciful God ! protcft us — from 
4oing or fuffering fuch evils.-— BlelTecl 
be thy name and providence, which feU 
dom or ever fuflfers it to efcape with im- 
punity. — ^In vain does the guilty flatter 
himfelf with hopes of fecrecy or impu* 
nity : — the eye of God is always upon 
him.«- Whither can he fly from his pre* 
fence !<!r-By the immenfity of his nature^ 
he is prefent in all places ; — by the infi- 
nity of it, to all times ;— by his omni* 
fcience, to all thoughts, words, and ac« 
dons of men. — By an emphatical phrafe 
in Scripture, the blood of the innocent 
is faid to cry to heaven from the groun4 
for vengeance ;— and it was for this rea- 
fon, that he might be brought to juilice9 
— 'that he ^as debarred the benefit of 
any afylunj and the cities of refuge*?— 
For the ciders of his city fliall fend and 
fetch him thence, and deliver him into 
the hajid of the avenjgcr of blood,— and 
their eye ihould not pity him.. 
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The text fays, — Thou (halt take him 
from my altar that he may die.^-It had 
been a very ancient imagination, that 
for men guilty of this and other horrid 
crimes, — a place held facred, as dedi- 
cated to Goo, was a refuge and protec* 
iion to chem from the hands of juftice« 
~-The law of Goo cuts the tranfgreflbr 
off from all delufive hopes of this kind ; 
—and I think the Romifh church has 
very little to boaft of in the fandluaries 
which (he leaves open for this and other 
crimes and irregularities.— Sanctuaries 
which are o^en the firft temptations to 
wickednefs, ^d therefore bring the 
greater Icandal and diflionour to her that 
{Siuthoriies their preteniions.— 

Every obftru&ion of thg courfe of juf- 
tice, — is a door opened to betray fociety, 
pxkd bereave us of thofe bleflings which 
it has in view* — To ftand up for the 
privileges of fuch places, is to invite 
men to fin with a bribe of impunity •«-*- 
It is a ftrange way of doing honour to 
Goo, to fcreen anions which are a djf* 
grace to humanity.-— 
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What Scripture and all civilized na* 
tions teach concerning the crime of tak- 
ing away another man-s life,— is appli- 
cable to the wickednefs of a man's at- 
tempting to bereave himfelf of his own. 
—He has no more right over it,*— than 
over that of others : — and whatever 
falfe gloffcs have been put upon it by 
men of bad heads or bad hearts,—- it is 
at the bottom a complication of coward- 
ice, and wickednefs, and weaknefs j — is 
one of the fatalcft miftakes defperation 
can hurry a man into ;— inconflftent with 
all the rcafbning and religion of the 
world, and irreconcileable with that pa- 
tience under affliftions, — that reiignation 
and fubmiffion to the will of 6od in all 
ftraits, which is required of us. — But if 
our calamities are brought upon our- 
felves by a man's own wickednefs,— -ftill 
has he lefs to urg^, — leaft reafon has he 
to tenounce the proteftion of God— 
^hen he moft (lands in need of it, and of 
his mercy. — 

But as I intend the fubjedl of felf-* 
murder for my difcourfc next Sunday,^-^ 
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I Ihall nc5t anticipate what I have to fay, 
but proceed to confider fomc other cafes, 
in which the law relating to the life of 
our neighbour is tranfgreffed in different 
degrees. — All which are generally fpoken 
T)f under the fubjcft of murder, — and 
confidercd by the beft cafuifts as a fpecies 
of the fame,— and in jufticc to the fubje<9: 
cannot be paffed here. — 

St. John fays, Whofocver hatcth his 
brother is a murderer; — it is the firft 
ftep to this fin ; — and our Saviour, in his 
fermon upon the mount, has explained 
in how many {lighter and unfufpefted 
ways and degrees, — the command in the 
law,— Thou (halt do no murder, may be 
oppofed, if not broken. — All real mif- 
chiefs and injuries malicioufly brought 
upon a man, to the forrow and difturb- 
ance of his mind, — eating out the com- 
fort of his life, and fhortening his days, 
are this fin in difguif<^ ; — and the grounds 
of the Scripture expreffing it with fuch 
fcverity, is, — that the beginnings of 
wath and malice, — in event, often ex- 
ti^ndto fuch great and unforefeen effedls. 
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as, were wc foretold them, — wc ihoold 
give fo little credit to, as to fay, — Is thy 
fervant a dog, that he ihould do thi^ 
thing?-*- And though thefe beginnings 
do not ncceffarily produce the worfl: 
(God forbid they fliould), yet they can- 
not be committed without thefe evU feeds 
are firn: fown : — As Cain's caufelefs an- 
ger (as Dr. Clarke obferves) againft his 
brother, — to which the apoftle alludes-— 
ended in taking away his life; — and 
the belt inftrudtors teach us, that, 
to avoi4 a fin,— we mud avoid the 
fteps and temptations which lead to 
it. — 

This (hould warn us to free our minds 
from all tindur e of avarice, and defire 
after. what is another man's.-^It operates 
the fame way, — ^and has terminated too 
oft in the fame crime.— And it is the 
great excellency o£ the chriftian religion, 
—that it has an eye to this in the ftrefs 
laid upon the firft fprings of evils in the 
heart ;^*rendering us accountable not 
only for our words, — ^but the thoughts 
themfelves,— if fiot checked in time^ 
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but fuiFered to proceed further than the 
iirft motions of concupifcence. 

Ye have heard, therefore, fays our 
Saviour^ that it was faid by them of old 
time, — Thou (halt not kill ; — but I fay 
unto you, — whofoever is angry with his 
brother without a caufe, fhall be in dan« 
ger of the judgment j — and whofoever 
(hall fay to his brother, Raca,~Aall be 
in danger of the council j-r-but whofo- 
<jver (hall fay, " thou fool,"— (hall be 
in danger of hell-fire.— The interpreta- 
tion of which I fliall give you in the 
words of a great fcripturifl. Dr. Clarke, 
•—and is as follows : — ^That the three 
gradations of crimes are an allufion to 
the three different degrees of punifh- 
ment, in the three courts of judicature 
amongft the Jews.— 'And our Saviour's 
meaning Was, — ^T^at every degree of 
fin, from its firft conception to its out* 
rage, — every degree of malice and hatred, 
ihall receive from Goo ^ punifhment 
proportionable to the offence.— Where- 
as the old law, according to the Jewifh 
interpretation, extended not to thefc 
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things at all,— forbade only murder and 
outward injuries. — Whofoevcr Ihall fay, 
** thou fool,'* fhall be in danger of hell- 
fire.— The fenfe of which is not that, in 
the ftrift and literal acceptation, every 
rafh and paffionate expreffion fhall be 
puniflied with eternal damnation ; — (for 
who then would be faved ?)— but that at 
the exaft account in the judgment of the 
great day, every fecret thought and in* 
tent of the heart fhall have its jufl efli- 
mation and weight in the degrees of pu- 
nifhment, which fliall be afligned to every 
one in his final flate. 

There is another fpecies of this crime 
which is feldom taken notice of in dif- 
courfes upon the fubjeft, — and yet can 
be reduced to no other clafs : — And chat 
is, where the life of our neighbour i&' 
fhortened, — and often taken away as di- 
redly as by a weapon, by the empirical 
fafc of noftrunis and quack medicines, 
— which ignorance and avarice blend.— 
ITie loud tongue of ignorance impudent- 
ly promifes much,— and the ear of the 
lick is open. — And as many of. thefe 



SB RM O N XXXV. . 109 

pretenders deal in edge tools, too many, 
I fear, perUh with the mifapplication of 
them.— 

So great are the difficulties of tracing 
out the hidden caufes of the evils to 
which this frame of burs is fubjcft,— ^ 
that the moft candid of the profeiSon 
have ever allowed and lamented how un- 
avoidably they are in the dark. — So that 
the beft medicines, adminiftered with 
the wifeft heads, — (hall often do the mif- 
chief they were intended to prevent.—- 
Thefc are misfortunes to which we arc 
fubjed in this ftate of darknefs ;— -but: 
when men without ikill,— without edu- 
cation,-— without knowledge either of 
the diftemper, or even of what they fell, 
*— make merchandize of the miferable, 
i— and, from a difhoneft principle,?— tri- 
fle with the pains of the unfortunate,-— 
too often with their lives, — and from 
the mere motive of a dilhoneft gain,— 
every fuch inftance of a perfon bereft of 
life by the hand of ignorance, can be 
confidered in no other light than a 
branch of the fame root. — It is murder 
in the true fenfe; — which, though not 
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cognizable by our laws, — by the laws of 
right, cyery man's own mind and con- 
fcience, mufl appear equally black and 
deteftable.-— 

In doing what \i wrongs — we ftand 
chargeable with all the bad confequences 
which arife from the adbn, whether 
forefcen or noti — And as the principal 
view of the empiric in thofe cafes is not 
whdt he always pretends, — the good of 
the public,— but the good of himfclf,— ♦ 
it makes the aftion what it is%-«» 

Under this head, it may not be inl- 
proper to comprehend all adulterations 
of medicines, wilfully made worfe thro' 
avarice.— -If a life is loft by fuch wilful 
adalterations,«^and it may be affirmed, 
that^ in many critical turns of an acute 
diftemper, thete is but a fingle caft left 
fer the patient,*-the trial and chance of 
a fingle drug in his behalf ;-<»and if that 
has wilfully been adulterated and wilfully 
defpoiled of its bed virtue^,— what will 
the vender anfwer ?— 

May God grant we may all anfwef 
Well for ourfelves, that we naay be finally 
happy« Amen. 
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Sandity of the Apoftles* 

» 

MATTHEW Xt. $• 

filefled is he, that (hall not be ofilended in iM« 

lyi H £ general prejudices of the lewiA 
^ nation i^oncernin^ the ^ royal ftat* 
imd condition of the Saviour^ who wag 
to come into the worlds — ^was a ftone of 
ftumblingt and a rock of offence^ to 
the greateft part of that un)upi)y and 
prepoffefled {>eople^ when t|be promife 
was adually fuUilled*--^W]|fther it wis 
altogether the traditions of their fathers^ 
—ox that their rapturous exprdfions of 
the prophets, which rcptcfented the 
Meffiah^a fpiritual kingdom in fuch . cxe- 
tent of power and dominion, mifled 
them into it ^— or that their own carnal 
expeftations turned wilful interpreters 
«pon them^ tnGlining thjcm to look £ar 
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nothing but the wealth and worldly 
grandeur which were to be acquired un- 
der ihcir deliverer : — ^whether thefe, — or 
that the fyftem of temporal bleflings 
helped to cherifli them in this grofs and 
covetous expcfiation, — ^it was one of the 
great caufes for their rejedling him. — 
** This fellow j we know not whence he 
is,"— -was the popular cry of one part ; 
—and they who feemed to know whence 
he was, fcornfully turned it again ft him, 
by the repeated querc, — Is not this the 
carpenter, the fon of Mary, the brother 
of James and Jofes, and of Juda and 
Simon ? — and are not bis fifters here with 
us ?~And they were offended at him.— 
So that, thpugh it was prepared by Goo 
to be the glory of his people ffracl, yet 
the circumftances of humility, in which 
he was manifefted, were thought a fcan* 
dal to them.— Strange ! — that he who 
was. born their king,— jhould ; be born of 
no other virgin than Mary,— the nKanefi 
of their people ; — (for he hath regarded 
the low eftate of his handmaiden) — and 
of one of the poorcft too j — ^fca- flic hadl 
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« 

not a lamb to offer, — but was purified, 
as Mofes direded in fuch a cafe, by the 
oblation of a turtle-dove ; — that the Sa- 
viour of their nation, whom they ex- 
peded to be ufliered amidfl: them with 
all the enfigns and apparatus of royalty, 
Ihould be brought forth in a (table, and 
anfwcrable to diftrcfs ; — fubjefted all his 
life to the lowcft conditions. of humanity: 
—that whilft he lived, he fhould not 
have a hole to put his head in, nor his 
corpfe in, when he diedj — but his grave 
top muft be the gift of charity. — Thefc 
were thwarting confiderations to thofc 
who waited for the redemption of Ifracl, 
and looked for it in no other fhape, than 
the accomplifliment of thofc golden 
dreams of temporal power and fove- 
reignty, which had filled their imagina- 
tions. — The ideas were not to be recon- 
ciled; — and fo infuperable an obftaclc 
was the prejudice on one fide, to their 
belief on the other,~that it literally fell 
out, as Simeon prophetically declared of 
the Meffiah, — that he was fet forth fox 

VOL. VIII. I 
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the fall^ as well as the rifing again, oF 
many in IfraeL 

This, though it ^as the caufe of their 
infidelity,— was however no excufe for 
it, — For whatever their miftakes were,: 
the miracles which were wrought in- 
contradiflion to them, brought convic- 
tion enough to leave them without ex- 
cufe; — and befides, it wias natural for 
them to have concluded, had their pre- 
poffefiions given them leave,^ — that he 
who fed five thoufand with five 
loaves and two filhes, could nor 
want power to be great; — and there-^ 
fore needed not to appear in the condi^ 
tion of poverty and meahnefs, had it 
liot, on other fcores, been more needful 
to confront the pride and. vanity of the 
^orld, — and to fliew his followers what 
the temper of chriftianity ' was, by the 
temper of its firft inftitutor; — who^ 
though they were offered, and he could 
have * commanded them, — dcfpifed the 
glories of the world; — took upon him 
the form of a fervant ;— and, though 
equal with Gx>D,-^yet made bimlelf of 
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ho reputation, — that he might fettle, and 
be the example of, fo holy and humble 
a religion, and thereby convince his 
difciplcs for ever, that neither his king* 
dom, nor their happinefs, were to be of 
this world. — Thus the Jews might have 
l:afily argued;— but when there was no- 
thing but reafon to do it with on one 
fide, and ftrong prejudices, bdcked with 
intereft, to maintain the dtfpute, upon 
the other,-*»we do not find the point is 
always fo cafily determined.— Although 
the purity of our -Saviour's dodrine, and 
the mighty works he wrought in its fup- 
port, were demonftratively ftronger ar- 
guments for his divinity, than the unre* 
fpedted lowlinefs of his condition could 
be againft it ; — yet the prejudice conti- 
nued ftrongj — they had been acuftom- 
cd to temporal promifes ; — fo bribed to 
do their duty, — they could not endure to 
think of a religion that would not pro- 
mife, as much as Mofes did, to fill their 
baiket, and fet them high above all na- 
tions :-^a religion whofe appearance was 
hot great and fplendid, — but looked thii| 
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and meagre; — and whofe principles an^ 
promHcs, — like the curfes of their law^ 
—-called fot fafferings, and promifed 
perfecritions. 

If wc take this key abng with us 
through the New Teftamcnt, ft will let 
tis into the fpirit and meaning of many 
of our Saviour's replies m his confer* 
ences with his difciples, and others of 
the Jews ; — fo particularly in this place^ 
Matthew vi. when John had fent two of 
his difciples to enquire. Whether it wat 
he that fhould come, or that they were 
to look for another? — Our Saviour, with 
a particular eye to this prejudice, and 
the general fcandal he knew had rifen 
againft his religion upon^ this worldly ac» 
count, — after a recital to the meflengers 
of the many miracles he had wrought i 
as that — the blind received their fight,-^ 
the lame walked, — the lepers were 
deanfed, — the dead raifed; — all which 
charaders, with their benevolent ends, 
fully demonftrate4 him to be the Mefliah 
that was promifed them;~he clofes up 
ius anfwcr to them with the words of the 
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text, — And blefled is he that ihall not be 
offended in me; — ^)lefled is the m9Xi 
whofe upright and honell heart will not 
be blinded by worldly confiderations, or 
hearken tp his luft^ and prepoflcffipns in 
a truth of this moment. — The like bc- 
il^edidiqn is recorded in the 7th chapter 
of St. Luke, and in the fixth of St. 
John;— when Peter broke out in that 
warm confefSon of their belief— Lord, 
we believe — we are (ure that thou art 
(Cbrift, the fon of the living GoD«"-r- 
The feme benedidiojj is uttered,— 
though coucjaed in differeijic words,-^- 
Bieffed art thou, Simon ; Barjona ;«— for 
HeA and blood has not revealed .it, b^^t 
my Father which is in Jicave;n.— Refti 
and blood, — the natural workings of this 
carnal defire ; — the luft and love of the 
world have had no hand in this convic- 
tion of thine ; — but my Father, and the 
works which I have wrought in his namcf, 
-—in vindication of this faith, — have 
cftabliihed thee in it, againft which th^ 
^ates of bell ihall jjiot prevail.-^ 
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This univerfal ruling principle, arid 
' almoft invincible attachment to the in- 
tcrcfts and glories of the world, which 
. we fee firft made fo powerful a (land 
againft the belief of chriftianity, — has 
' continued to have as ill an cfFeft, at Icaft, 
upon the practice of it ever fmce ; — and 
' therefore there is no one point of wif- 
dom, that is of nearer importance to us, 
— than to purify this gtx)fs appetite, and 
rcftrain it within bounds, by lowering 
our high conceit of the things of this 
"life, and our concern for thofe advan- 
tages which mifled the Jews. — To judge 
•juftly of the world, — we muft ftand at a 
- due diftance from it ; — which will difco- 
'ver to us the vanity of its riches and 
honours, in fuch true dimenfions, as will 
engage us to behave ourfelves towards 
*^them with moderation.— This is all that 
ns wanting to make us wife and good ; — 
'that we may be left to the full influence 
-of religion ; — to which chriftianity fo far 
t!onduce:s, that it is the great Uleffing, 
the peciittar advantage' we enjoy under 
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fits inftitutlon, — that k affords us not 
only the moft excdl^t precepts of this 
kind, but alfo it ftjews us thofe precepts 
confirmed by moft excellent examples,— 
A heathen philofophcr may talk very ek- 
gantly about dcfpifmg the world, and, 
like Seneca, may prefcribe very ingeni- 
ous rules to teach us an art he never ex* 
ercifed himfelf: — for all the whHc he 
was writing in praife of poverty, he was 
enjoying a great eftate^ and endeavour- 
ing to make it greater. — But if ever wc 
hope to reduce thofe rules to praftice, it 
muft be by the help of religion. — If wc 
would find men who by their lives bore 
witnefs to their doftrines, we muft look 
for them amongft the ads and monu- 
ments of our church J — amongft the firft 
followers of their crucified Mafter ; who 
fpoke with authority, becaufc they fpokc 
experimentally, and took care to make 
their words good, — by defpifmg the 
world, and voluntarily accounting all 
things in it lofs, that they might wia 
Chriffi.— O holy and bleffed apoftles!— 
bleffed were ye indeed, — for ye conferred 
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not with flcfh and blood, — for yc were 
not offended in him through any confi- 
derations of this world; — ye conferred 
not with flelh and blood, neither with its 
fnares and temptations. — Neither the 
pleafures of life or the pains of death 
laid hold upon your faith, to make you 
fall from him. — Ye had your prejudices 
of worldly grandeur in common with the 
reft of your nation ; — faw, like them, 
your expeftations blaftcd ; — but ye gave 
them up, as men governed by reafon and 
truth. — As ye furrendercd all your hopes 
in this world to your faith with forti- 
tude, — fo did ye meet the terrors of the 
world with the fame temper. — Neither 
the frowns and difcountenance of the ci- 
vil powers, — neither tribulation, or difc 
trefs^ or perfecution, — or cold,-F-or na- 
kednefs, — or famine, — or the fword, 
could feparate you froi© the love of 
Chrift. — Ye took up your crofles cheer- 
fully, and followed him; — followed the 
fame rugged way — trod the y^ine-prefs 
after him;— voluntarily fubmitting your- 
felves to poverty,— 'to punilhment, — to 
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- the fcorn and the reproaches of the 

world, which ye knew were to be the 
portion of all of you who engaged in 
preaching a myftery fo fpoken againfl: 
by the world ; — fo unpalatable to all its 
piaflions and pleafares, — and fo irrecon- 
cilable to the pride of human reafon.— 
So that ye were, as one of ye exprefled, 
and all of ye experimentally found, 
though ye were made as the filth of the 
world, and the oflF-fcouring of all things, 
upon this account ;— ^yet ye went on as 
zealoufly as ye fet out. — Ye were not of- 
fended, nor afliamed of the gofpel of 
Chrift; — wherefore ftiould ye? — The im- 
poftor and hypocrite might have been 
-alhamed ; — the guilty would have found 
caufe for it ; — ye had no caufe, — though 
ye had temptation. — Ye preached biit 
what ye knew^ and your hoheft and up- 
. ^^ 'right hearts gave evidence,— the ftrong* 
.V eft, — to the truth 6f it ;— for ye left all, 

i^ — ye fuffered all, — ye gave all that yoi^r 

^- fmccrity had left you to give. — Ye gave 

your lives at laft as pledges and confirin- 
• atiotis of your faith and^warmeft affisV 
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tion for your Lord.— Holy and blefled 
,mcn! — yc gave all, — when, alas! our 
cold and frozen affection will part with 
nothing for his fake, not even with our 
vices and follies, which are worfc than 
nothing ; — for they are. vanity, and mi- 
fery^ and death, — 

The ftate of chriftianity calls not now 
for fuch evidences, as the apoftles gave 
of their attachment to it.— We have, 
literally fpcaking, neither houfes nor 
lands, nor poffcflions to forfake; — we 
have neither wives or children, or bre- 
thren or fifters, to be torn from; — no 
rational pleafure — or natural endear- 
ments to give up. — We have nothing 
to part with, — but what is not our in- 
tereft to keep, — our lufts and paflions. 
—We have nothing to do for Chrift's 
fake— but what is moll for our own ; — 
that is,— to be temperate, and chafte, 
and juft, — and peaceable, — and chari- 
table, — and kind to one . another. — So 
that if man could fuppofe himfelf in a 
capacity even of capitulating with God, 
concerning the terms upon which he 
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would fubmit to his government ;■*— and 
to chufc the laws he would be bound 
to obferve in tcftimony of his faith ;^— 
it were impoffible for him to make any 
propofals which, upon all acountt, 
fhould b^ more advantageous to his in- 
terefts*-than thofe very conditions to 
which we arc already obliged; that 19, 
to deny ourfelves ungodlincfs, to live 
fobcrly and righteoufly in this prcfeot 
life, and lay fuch reftraints upon our 
appetites as are for the honour of hu- 
man nature, — the improvement of our 
happinefs,-^our health, — our peace,-T- 
our reputation and fafety.— When one 
confidcrs this reprefentation of the tem- 
poral inducements of chriftianity, — and 
compares it with the diiSculties and dif- 
couragemcnts which . they encountered 
who firft made profcflion of ^ perfecutcd 
and hated religion;- — at the fame time 
that it r^ifes the idea of the fortitude 
and fanv^iity of thefc holy men, of 
whom the world is not worthy, — it fad- 
ly diminiflies that of ourfelves, — which, 
though it has all the bleflings of this 
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life apparently on its fide to fupport it, 
—yet can fcarcc be kept alive ; — ^and if 
we may form a judgment from the little 
ftock of religion which is left, — ihoiild 
God ever exaA the fame trials, — unlefs 
we greatly alter for the better,— or there 
Aiould prove fomc fccret charm in per- 
fecution, which we know not of.-— It is 
much to be doubted, if the Son of man 
(hould make this proof,— of this gene- 
ration, — whether there would be found 
faith upon the earth. 

As this argument may convince us, 
— *fo let it fliamc us into virtue, — that 
the admirable examples of tfaofe holy men 
may not be left us, or commemorated 
by us to no end ; — but rather that /bey 
may anfwer the pious purpofe of their 
inftitution, — to conform our lives to 
theirs, — that with them we may be par- 
takers of a glorious inheritance, through 
Jefus <Chrift our Lord* Amen. 
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Penances. 
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at JOHN V. )• 

And hU^ commandments are not grievous, 

Oj~they arc not grievous, my deaf 
auditors,— Amongft the many ptc- 
judices which at one time or other have 
been conceived againft our holy religion, 
there is fcarce any one which has done 
inore diflionour to chriftianity, or which 
has-been more oppofite to the fpirit of 
the gofpel, than this^ in exprefs con* 
tradi^tion to the words of the text, 
*^ That the commandments of God are 
grievous,"^ — ^That the way which leads 
to life is iCLQt only ftrait^ for that our 
Saviour tells us, and that with much 
tribulation we Ihall feek it; — but that 
chriftians are bound to make the worft 
of it, and tread it barefoot upon thorns 
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and briers, — if ever they expeft to ar- 
rive happily at their journey's end.— 
And In courfe,— during this difaftrous 
pilgrimage, it is our duty fo to re- 
nounce the world, and abftraft ourfelves 
from it, as neither to interfere with its 
intcrefts, or taftc any of the pleafures, 
or any of the enjoyments of this life.— 

Nor has this been confined merely to 
fpeculation, but has frequently been 
extended to pra&ice, as is plain^ not 
only from the lives of many legendary 
faints and bermits, — whofe chief com- 
mendation fcems to have been, *' That 
they fled unnaturally from all commerce 
with their fejlow-creatures, and then 
mortified, and pioufly — half flarvcd 
themfelves to death }"— but likewife 
from the many auftere and fantaftic or« 
ders which we fee in the Romifh church'. 
Which have all owed their origin and 
eftablifliment to the fame idle and ex- 
travagant opinion. 

Nor is it to be doubted, but the af- 
fedation of fomething like it in our 
Methodifts, when theydcfcant upon the 
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tieceflity of alienating themfelves froiA 
Che world, and felling all that they have, 
— is not to be afcribed to the fame mif- 
teken enthufiaftic principle, which would 
caft fo black a fliade upon religion, as* 
if the kind Author of it had created us 
on purpofe to go mourning, all ouf 
lives long, in fack-cloth and aflies,— • 
and fcnt us into the world, as fo many 
faint-errants, in queft of adventures full 
of forrow and affliftion. 

Strange force of enthufiafm !-*and 
yet not altogether unaccountable. — Foir 
what opinion was there ever fo odd, or 
aftion fo extravagant, which has not, at 
one time or other, been produced by 
ignorance, — conceit, — melancholy j— a 
mixture of devotion, with an ill con- 
currence of air and diet, operating to- 
gether in the fame perfon. — When the 
minds of men happen to be thus unfor- 
tunately prepared, whatever groundleft 
doctrine rifes up, and fettles itfelf ftrong- 
ly upon their fancies, has generally the 
ni-luck to be interpreted as an illumi- 
nation from the fpirit of God;-* and 
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whatever ftrange a£lion they find in 
themfclves a ftrong inclination to do,— 
that impulFe is concluded to be a call 
from heaven ; and confequently, — that 
they cannot err in executing it.— 

If this, or fotne fuch .account, was 
not to be admitted^ how is it pofliblc 
to be conceived that chriftianity, which 
breathed out nothing but peace and 
comfort to mankind, which profeffedly 
took off the feverities of the Jewiih 
law, and was given us in the fpirit of 
meeknefs, to eafe our (boulders of a 
burden which was too heavy for us ;-— 
that this religion, fo kindly calculated 
for the eafe and tranquillity of man, 
which enjoins nothing but what is fuitable 
to his nature, fhould be ^fo mifundcr- 
ftood ; — or that it fliould ever be fup- 
pofed, — that he who is infinitely happy, 
could envy us our enjoyments ; — or that 
a Being infinitely kind, would grudge 
a mournful paffcnger a little reft and 
refrefliment, to fupport his fpirits 
through a weary pilgrimage; — or that 
he ihould call him to an account here* 
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^fter> bccaufe, in his way, he had haft- 
ily fhatehed at fome fugacious and inno- 
tent pleifurcs, till he was.fuficred to 
take up his ^nal repofe. — This is no 
improbable account, and the many in- 
vitations we find in Scripture to a grate- 
ful enjoyment of the bleflings and ad- 
vantages of life, make it evident.— 
The apoftle tells us in the text,— That 
God's commandments are not grievous^ 
•— ^He has pleafure in the profperity of 
his people, and wills not that they 
Ihould turn tyrants and executioners 
upon their minds or bodies, and infiift 
pains and penalties on them to no end 
or purpofe: — That he has propofed 
peace and plenty, joy and viftory^ as 
the encouragement and portion of his 
fervahtsj thereby inftrufting us,— thait 
Qur virtue is not neceflarily endangered 
by the fruition of outward things;— 
but that temporal bleflings and advan- 
tages, in dead of extinguifhing, more 
naturally kindle our love and gratitude 
to God, before whom it is no way incon- 
iiflent both to wotihip and rejoice* 
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If this was not fo, why, you'll fzy^ 
does God feem to have made fuch pro- 
vifion for our happincfs?— Why has he 
given us fo many powers and faculties 
for enjoyment, and adapted fo mafiy 
objefts to gratify and entertain them? — 
Sb'me of which he has created fo fair,— . 
with fuch wonderful beauty, and has 
formed them fo exquifitely for this endy 
—that they have power, for a time, to 
charm away the fenfe of pain, — to cheer 
ttp the dejefted heart under poverty and 
ficknefs, and make k go and remember 
its miferics no more. — Can all this, 
you'll fay, be reconciled to God's wif- 
dom, which does nothing in vain;— or 
can it be accounted for on any other 
fuppofition, but that the author of our 
Being, who has given us all things richly 
to enjoy, wills us a comfortable cxiftencc 
even here^ and feems moreover fo evi- 
dently to have ordered things with a 
view to this, that the ways which lead to 
our future, happinefs^ when rightly un- 
derftood, he has made to be ways of 
pleafanlnefs, and all her paths peace ? 
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J'rom this reprerentation : of things 

wc are led to this dcmonfti^tiye. truftt* 
then, that Goo never intended to de- 
bar man of pleafures, under certain limit- 
ations. 

Travellers, on a bufinefs of the laft 
and moft important concern, may be 
allowed to plcafe their eyes wirihi the na- 
tural and artificial beauties of the. coun.- 
try they artpaffing through, withbut 
reproach of forgetting the main- errand 
they were fent upon^ — and if / they: aifc 
not led out of their road by .variety. <5f 
profpedts, edifices and tuina^ wbuljd it 
not be a fenfclefs pieoc ofvfeyerity to 
{hut their eyes againft fuch gratifica- 
tions ?-^jFor who has required fuch fervice 
at their bands ? 

, The humouring of certain appetites, 
where morality is not concerned, feeois 
,to be the , means by which the Authpr 
of nature intended to fwcetoi this jour- 
ney of life,— and bear i^ up under the 
many ihocks and hard. joftlings,. which 
we are fure to meet Ivith in our way, 
—And a man might, with %% ; much 
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realon^ miiS^ up himfcif againft fnt9 
fliine atid f^ treather, — ztid at other 
times expofe himfelf naked td the mcle« 
iiiencies of cold and raih, as debar him* 
felf of the innocent delights of his 
nature, for affeded refcrve imd melah* 
tfaoly. . 

It is true, on the other hand, out 
pafiions are apt to grow upon us by in* 
dulgence, and become exorbitant, if 
they ate itot ke]^t under cxslQ: difcij^ine, 
f hat by way of caution and prevention^ 
ftwere better, at certaih times, to affe£t 
•fomd degree of needlefs referve^ than 
bazard any ill confeqaence^ from the 
other extreme. 

But when aimoft the whofe of rell*' 
gion is made to coniifl in the pious 
fooleries of penances and fuflferings, 
as 19^ ppa&ifed in the church of Rome 
(did na other evil attend it)^ yef , fincc 
it is putting religion upon a wrong 
fcent, placmg it more in thcfe than h^ 
inward purity and integrity of heart, 
one cannot guard too much agaihft thisy 
as wdl as all other fach abufes of relw 

6 



SERMON XXXVir. 135 

giQtiy as make it to confifl in fomethin^ 
which it ought not, — How fuch mockf 
cry became a part of religion at firft, 
or upon what motives they were ima- 
gined to be ferviccjj acceptable to God^ 
}S hard to gwe a better account of than 
pfhdt was hinted above ;— namely, — that 
men of melancholy an4 • morofe tem- 
pers, conceiving the Deity tp be like 
themfelves, - a gloomy, difcontented jmd 
forrowlFul being,— believed he delighted, 
as they did, in fplenetic and mortifying 
a£tion$, and therefore made their reli^ 
gious worfhip to conflfl of chimeras as 
wild and bfirbarous as their own dreams 
and vapours. 

What ignorance and enthufiafm at 
^rft introduced,— How tyranny and ini- 
pofture continue to fupport. — ISo that 
jthe political improyement of thefe de? 
lufions to the purpofes of wealth and 
power, is made one pf the ftrongeft 
pillars which upholds the Romifli reli« 
gion ;— which, with all its pretences tp 
a more ftrid mortification and fan&ity, 
—when you examine it minutely, \f 

^2 
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little elfe than a mere pecuniary con^* 
trivance. — ^And the trueil definition you 
can give of popery — is,— rthat it is a 
fyftem put together and. contrived to 
operate upon men's weaknefles and pafr 
fions, — and thereby to pick their pockety, 
—-and leave them in a fit condition for 
its arbitrary defigns. 

And indeed that church has not been 
wanting in gratitude for the good of^ 
fices of this kind, which the dodrine 
of penances has done them ; for, in 
confideration of its fervices, — they have 
raifed it above the level of moral du- 
ties,— ^and have at length complimented 
it into the number of their facrameuts, 
and made it a neceflary point of fal- 
vation. 

By thefe, and other tenets, no left 
politic and inquifitional,'— popery has 
.'found out the art of making men mi- 
ferable in fpite of their fenfes, and 
the plenty with which God has bleffed 
them. 

So that in many countries where po- 
pery reigns, — ^but efpecially in that part 
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of Italy where Ihe has raifed her throne, 
•^though, by the bappini^fs of its foil 
and climate, it. is capable of producing 
as great variety ai>d abundance as any 
country upon earth ; — yet fo fucccfsful 
ihave its fpiritual directors been in the 
m^nagen^ent ^and retail ,of thefe blefr^ 
ings,-^that they have found means to 
aUay, if not entireiy to defej^t, then^ 
all, by one pretence or other. — Some 
.bitternefs is officioufly fqueezed into 
every, man's cup for his foul's health, 
till, at length, the whole intention of 
.nature and proyideace is deftroyed.— »• 
It is not furprifmg, that where fuch un- 
natural feyerities are praftifed and 
heightened by other hardfbip§,-r-the 
moll fruitful Iwd (hould be barren, and 
wear a face of poverty ^nd d^folatiqn ; 
^or that many thoufands, as have been 
-obferved, fliould fly from the rigours of 
fuch a government, and feek flielter ra* 
ther ampngft rocks and deferts, than lie 
at the mercy of fo many unreafonable 
tafk-makers, under whom they caR 
hope for no other reward of their indafi» 

K 4 
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try, — but rigorous flavery, made ftill 
worfe by the tortures of unneceflary 
mortifications. — / fay • unnecejfaryy'^^hc-' 
caufe where there is a virtuous and 
good end propofed from any fober in- 
ftances of felf-denial and mortification^ 
•-<-GoD forbid we fhpuld call them un- 
neceflary, or that we fhould difpute 
againfl a thinj^ — from the abufe to which 
it has been put j— *and, therefore, what 
is faid in general upon this head, will 
be underftood to reach no farther than 
where the practice is become a mixture 
.of fraud and tyranny, but will no ways 
be interpreted to extend to thofe felf* 
denials which the fdifcipline of our holy 
church direds at this folemn feafon; 
which have been introduced by reafon 
and good fenfe at firil, and have iince 
been applied to fervc no purpofes,— » 
but thofe of religion :— thde, by re- 
ftraining our appetites for a while, and 
withdrawing our thoughts from grofler 
objefts,— do, by a mechanical effed, 
dilppie us for cool and fober reflexions, 
incline us to tyrn our eyc| inwards ppr 



SERMON XXXVII. sj^ 

pn ourfelves, and confidcr what wc arc, 
— and what wc have been doing ;— -for 
what intent we were fent into the world* 
and what kind of charafters we were dc- 
figned to adl in it. 

It is neccffary that the mind of man, 
at fome certain periods, fhould be prcy 
pared to enter into this account; and 
without fome fuch difcipline, to check 
the infolence of unreftrained appetites, 
and call home the confcience, — ^the foul 
of man, capable as it is of brightnefs 
and perfedion, would fink down to the 
loweft depths of darknefs and brutality, 
—However true this ^s, — there ftill ap- 
pears no obligation to renounce the 1117 
nocent delights of our beings, or to 
aflFeiQ: a fuUen diftafte againft them,— 
Nor, in tfuth, — can even the fuppor 
fition of it be well admitted : — for 
pleafures arifing from the free and na-» 
tural cxercife of the faculties of the 
mind and body, to talk them down, 
is like talking againft the frame and 
mechanifm of human nature, and would 
be no lefs fenXelefs than the difputing 
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9gainil the burning of fire, or falling 
downwards of a ftone. — Befidcs this,— 
inai) is fo contrived, that he {lands in 
jiccd of frequent repairs ; — both mind 
and body are apt to fink and grow un- 
aSiye under long and clofe attention ;— 
jmd, therefore, muft be reftored by 
proper recruits. — Some part of our time 
may dpubtjefs Jnnpcpntly and lawfully 
)bc employed in aSions merely diverting ; 
•*^and whenever fuch indulgj^nces be- 
come criminal, It is feldom the nature of 
the actions themfelve§, — but tl^e cxceft 
which makes them fo^ 
. Put fonje one may here alk, — By what 
rule arc we to judge of excefs in thefc 
cafes? — If the epjpymeijt of jhe fame 
fort of pleafures may be either innocent 
or guilty, according to the ufe pr abufc 
of them, — ^how (hall we be certified 
where the boundaries lie ?— pr be fpe- 
culative enough to know how far we 
may go with fafety?— 'I anfwer, ther^ 
are very few who are not cafuifts enough 
to rn^ke a right judgment in this point. 
T— For fince one principal reafon, wl^y 
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QoD may be fuppofcd to allow pleafurc 
in this world, feems to be for the rc- 
frefhmcnt and recruit of our fouls and 
bodies, which, like clocks, muft be 
woynd up at certain intervals, — every 
man imdcrftands fo much of the frame 
^nd mechanifm of himfclf, to know 
how ai>.d when to unbend himfclf witl^ 
fuch relaxations as are ncceffary to re- 
gain his natural vigour and cheerfulnefs, 
without which it is impoffible he (hould 
cither be in a difpofitiop pr capacity tq 
difcharge the feyeral duties pf hi5 lifcl 
— Here then the partition becomes vir 
fible. 

Whenever we pay this tribute to our 
appetites, any further than is fufEcient 
for the pyrpqfes for which it was firft 
grant^dj-^tlje aftion proportionably lofes 

fome ihare of its innocence, — The fur- 

• ... , 

pluf^ge of what is unneceffarily fpent 
pn fuch pccafion?, is fo much of the 
.^little portion of our time negligently 
fquandered, which^ in prudence, we 
fliould apply better; becaufe it was al- 
lotted us foTf more important ufes, and 
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a diflfcrent account will be rcqiilred of 
it at our hands hereafter. 

For this reafon, does it not evidently 
follow, — that many a£):ion$ and purfuits, 
which are irreproachable in their own 
natures, may be rendered blameable 
and vicious, from this fingle confidera- 
tion, *' Thait they have made us wafte- 
ful of the i^oments of this (hort and 
uncertain fragment of life, which (hould 
be almoft one of our laft prodigalities, 
fince of them all, the lead retrievable.** 
— ^Yet how often is diverfion, inftead 
of amufement and relaxation, made 
the art and bufipefs of life itfelf? 
—Look round,— what policy and con- 
trivance is every day put in praftice, 
for pre-engaging every day in the week^ 
and parcelling out every hour of the 
day for * one idlenefs or another,— -for 
doing nothing, — or fomcthing worfc 
than nothing; — and that with fo mucH 
ingenuity, as fcarce to leave a minute 
upon their hands to reproach them.— «• 
TTiough we all complain of the fliort- 
nefs pf life,— yet how' many peopl^ 
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feetli quite ovcrftocked with the days 
iind hours of it, and are continually 
fending out into the highways and 
ftreets of the city for gucfts to come 
arid take it off their hands. — If fome 
of the more diftrcfsful objcds of this 
kind were to fit down, and write a bill 
of their time, though partial as that of 
the unjuft fteward,— when they found 
in reality, that the whole fiim of it^ foe 
many years, amounted to little mord 
than this, — that they had rofe up to eat^ 
— to drink, — to play,— and had laid 
down agam, merely becaufe they were 
fit for tiothing tik : — when they looked 
back and beheld this fair fpace, capa^ 
bie of fuch heavenly improvements,— 
iill fcrawled over and defaced with a fuC'^ 
ceffion of fo many unmeaning cyphers^ 
—good God !— how would they be 
ftfliamed and confounded at the ac- 
count ! 

With what rcflddlions will they be 
able id fupport themfelves in the de- 
cline of a lifitf fo miferably caft away, 
«^ihould it happen, ae it fometimet 
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does, — that they have flood idle cveri 
linto the eleventh hour ? — ^We have nof 
always power, and aire not always iri 
a temper, to impofe upon ourfelves.— ^ 
When the edge of appetite is worrt 
down, arid the fpirits of youthful daysi 
are cooled, whidh hurried us on in a 
circle of pleafure arid impertinence,—- 
theft rcafbri and reflexion will havfe the 
weight which they deferve; — affliftions, 
or the bed of ficknefs, will fupply the 
place of confcience ; — and if they fliould 
fail, — old ^ge will overtake us at laft, 
-^and fliew us the paft purfuits of fife, 
—and force us to look upon them iri 
their true poirit of view. — If. there is 
any thing more to caft a[ cloud upori 
fo melancholy a profpeft as this fhewsr 
lis, — it 18 furely the difficulty and ha- 
ss^rd of having all the work of the day 
io perforni in the laft hour; — of mak- 
ing an atonement to God, when wc 
iiave rib facrifice to offer hini, but the 
dregs and infirmities of thofe days, 
when we could have no pleafure in 
them. 
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How far God may be pleafed to ac- 
cept fuch late and impcrfed ferviccs, 
is beyond the intention of this dif- 
courfc. — Whatever ftrefs fomc may by 
upon it, — a death-bed repentance is but 
a weak and (lender plank to trufl: our all 
upon.— Such as it isj— to that, and 
God's infinite mercies, we commit 
them, who will not employ that time 
and opportunity he has given to provide 
a better fecurity. 

That we may all make a right ufc of 
the time allotted us,— God grant through 
the merits of his Son Jefus Chrifl:. Amen. 
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SERMON XXXVIIL 
On Enthufiafm. 



ST. JOHN XV. 5. 

■ I For without me, ye can do nothing, 

I^TJR Saviour, in the former part of 
^^ the vcrfe, having told his difciplej, 
—That he was the vine, and that they 
were only branches; — intimating, - in 
what a degree their good fruits, as well 
as the fuccefs of all their endeavours, were 
to depend upon his communications 
with diem; — he clofes the illuftration 
with the inference from it, in the words 
of the text, — ^For without me, ye can 
do nothing, — In the nth chapter to the 
Romans, where the manner is explained 
in which a chriftian ftands by faith,-^-* 
there is a like illuftration made ufe of, 
and probably with an eye to this,-— where 
St. Paul inftruds ii8»— that a good man 
VOL. vin, h 
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ftands as the branch of a wild olive does 
when it is grafted into a good olive-tree ; 
—and that is, — it flourifhes not through 
its own virtue, but in virtue of the root, 
*»and fuch a root as is naturally not its 
own. ' 

It is very remarkable in that paffage, 
— >that the apoftle calls a bad man a wild 
oVvsfC^tree ; — ^not barely a branch (as in 
the other cafe), but a tree, which, hav- 
ing a root of its own, fupports itfelf, 
and ftands in its own ilrength, and 
brings forth its own fruit.— And fo doea 
every bad man in rcfped of the wild and 
four fruit of a vicious and corrupt heart, 
—•According to the refemblance, — if the 
apoftie intended it, — he is a tree,-— has a 
root of his own,— and fruitfulnefs, fuch- 
as it is, with a power to bring it forth 
without help. Bat in refpeft of reli- 
gion, and the moral improvements of 
virtue and goodnefs,— ^the apoftle calls 
us, and reafon tell^ us^ we are no more 
than a branch \ and all our fruitfulnefs, 
axid ail our fupport, — depend fo mucl^ 

upon die influence and communications 
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of God,— that without him we can do 
nothing, — as our Saviour declares in the 
text. — ^There is fcarce any point in out 
religion wherein men have run into fuch 
violent extremes as in the fenfes given to 
this, and fuch-like ^cclariations in Scrip- 
ture, — of our fufEciency being of God ; 
— fome underftanding them fo, as to 
leave no meaning at all in themj — 
others, — too much: — the one interpret- 
ing the gifts and influences of the fpirit; 
fo as to deftroy the truth of all fuch 
promifes and declarations in the golpel; 
— ^the other carrying their notions- of 
them fo high, as to deftroy the reafon of 
the gofpel itfelf, — and render the chrift- 
ian religion, which confifts of fober and 
confiftent doftrines,— the moft intoxicat- 
ed,— the moft wild and unintelligible infti-* 
tution that ever was in the world. 

This being premifed, I know not how 
I can more feafonably engage your at- 
tention this day, than by a (hort exami* 
nation of each of thcfe errors j — in do- 
ing which, as I (hall take fome pains to 
reduce both the extremes of them to 
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reafon,— it will neceflarily lead me, aC 
the fame time, to mark the fafe and true 
doiftrine of our church, concerning the 
promifed influences and operations of 
the ^irit of God upon our hearts;^-' 
which, however depreciated thrciugh the 
firft miftake,— or boafted ef beyond 
meafure through the fecond; — muft ne- 
Tertbelels be fo limited and underftood^ 
•— -as^ oh; one hand, to make the goipel 
of Chrift.confiftent with itfclf,^ — and, on 
the other, to make it confificnt with rea^ 
loB and commcMi fenfe. 

If we confkler the many expiie& decIa-< 
rations, wherein our Saviour tells his 
followers, before his crucifixion, — ^That 
God would' fend his fpirit the G^mforter 
amongft them, to fupply his plaee ia. 
their hearts; — and, as in the text, — ^that, 
without him, they could do nothing :-«•. 
if we conceive them as fpoken to hrs dif« 
ciples, with an immediate view to thes 
emergencies they were under, from their 
natural incapacities of finiihing the great 
work he had left them, and building up- 
on that large foundation be bad Iaid,~ 
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^thout fomc extraordinary lielp imd 
guidance to carry them through,— -no 
one can difpute that evidence and con- 
firmation which was after given of its 
truth;— as our Lord's difciples were il- 
literate men, coniequently unfkilied in 
the arts and acquired ways of perfuafion. 
I— Unlefs this want had been fuppUed,— 
the firft obftacle to their labours muft 
have difcouraged and put an end to them 
for ever.— As they had no language but 
thdr own, without the gift of tongues 
they could not have preached the gofpci 
except in Judsea; — and as they had no 
authority of their own, — without the fu- 
pernatural one of figns and wonders,— 
they could not vouch for the truth of it 
beyond the limits where it was firft tranC- 
adled. — In this work, doiibtlefs, all their 
iufEciency arid power of afting was im- 
niediatelj^ from God; — his holy fpirit, 
as he had promifed them, fo it gave 
them a mouth and wifdom which all 
their adverfaries were riot able to gainfay 
or refift. — So that without him,— with- 
out thefe extraordinary gifts, ip the moft 
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literal fcnfc of the words, they could do 
nothing, — But befides this plain applica- 
tion of the text to thofe particular per- 
fons and times, when God's fpirit was 
poured down in that fignal manner held 
facred to this day, — there is fomething 
in them to be extended further, which 
chriftians of all ages,— and^ I hope, 
of all denominations, have ftill a claim 
and truft in, — and that is, the ordinary 
ailiftance and influences of the fpirit of 
God in our hearts, for moral and virtu- 
ous improvements ; — thefe, toth in their 
natures as well as intentions, being alto- 
gether different from the others above- 
mentioned conferred upon the difciples 
of our Lprd.-^-The one were miraculous 
gifts,— ^in which the endowed perfon 
contributed nothing, which advanced 
human nature above itfelf, and raifed all 
its projedlile fprings above their foun- 
tains; enabling them to fpeak and aft 
fuch things, and in fuch manner, as was 
impoflible for men not infpired and prc- 
ternaturally upheld. — In the other cafe, 
the helps fpoken of were the influences 
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of God's fpirit, which upheld us from 
falling below the dignity of our nature : 
— that divine afliftance which gracioufly 
kept us frpm fallings and enabled us to 
perforin the holy profeilions of our reli- 
gion. — Though thefc are equally called 
fpiritual gifts, — they are not, as in the 
firft cafe, the entire works of the fpirit, 
— but the calm co-operations of it with 
our own endeavours ; and are ordinarily 
what every fincerc and well-difpofed 
chriftian has reafon to pray for, and ex- 
pert from the fame fountain of ftrength, 
—who has promifcd to give his holy fpi- 
rit to them that afk it. 

From this point, which is the true 
doArine of our church,— the two parties 
begin to divide both from it and each 
other ; — ejich of them equally mifapply- 
ing thefc paffages of Scripture, and 
wrefting them to extremes equally per- 
nicious.— 

To begin with the firft ; of whom, 
(hould you enquire the explanation and 
meaning qf this or of other texts,— 
wherein the afliftance of Gqp's grace 
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and holy fpirit is implied ais necefiary to 
fandify our nature, and enable us to ferve 
and plcafc God ? — ^They will anfwer, — 
That no doubt all our parts and abilities 
are the gifts of God, — who is the ori- 
ginal author o£ our nature,-*and, of 
confequence, of all that belongs thereto. 
-^Tbat as hy him we live^ and move^ and 
hav0 our being j^'^'Vfc muft in courfe de- 
pend upon him for all our anions what- 
foevcr, — fince we muft depend upon him 
even for our life, and for every moment 
of its continuance.-^That from this 
view of our ft^te and natural depend-* 
ence, it is certain they will fay, — We 
can do nothing without his help. — ^But 
then they will add,— that it concerns us 
ao farther as cbriftiansj ' than as we are 
men ;— the fanftity of our lives, the reli- 
gious habits and improvements of our 
hearts, in no other fenfe depending upon 
God 5 than the moft indifferent of our 
aSioris, or the natural cxercife'of any of 
the other powers he has given us.— 
Agreeably with this, — that the fpiritual 
gifts fpoken of in Scripture, are to be 
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undcrftood by way of accommodationy 
to fignify the natural or acquired gifts of 
a man's mind ; fuch as memory, fancy, 
wit, and eloquence ; which, in a ftrift 
and philofophical fenfe, may be called 
fpiritual; — becaufe they tranfcend the 
mechanical powers of matter, — ^and pro- 
ceed more or lefs from the rational foul^ 
which is a fpiritual fubftance. 

Whether thefe ought, in propriety, to 
be called fpiritual gifts, I (hall not con- 
tend, as it feems a mere difpute about 
words ; — but it is enough that the inter- 
pretation cuts the knot, inftead of unty- 
ing it; and befides, expliaiins away all 
kind of meaning in the above promifes. 
— ^And the error of them feems to arife, 
in the firft place, from riot diftinguifliing 
that thefe fpiritual gifts, — if they muft 
be called fo, — fuch as memory, fancy, 
and wit, and other endowments of the 
mind, which are known by the name of 
natural parts, belong merely to us as 
men; — and whether the diflferent degrees, 
by which we excel each other in them, 
arife from a natural difference of our 
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fouIs,-^or a happier difpofition of the or- 
ganical parts of us. — They are fuch, 
however, as God originally beftows upon 
us, and with which, in a great meafurc, 
we are fent into the world. But the mo- 
ral gifts of the Holy Ghoft, — which are 
more commonly called the fruits of the 
fpirit,^ cannot be confined within this 
dcfcrlption. — We come not into the 
world cquipt with virtues, as we do with 
talents i — if we did, we (hould come in* 
to the world with that which robbed vir- 
tue of its bed title both to prcfent com- 
mendation and future reward. — ^The gift 
of continency depends not, as thefe af- 
firm, upon a mere coldnefs of the confti- 
tution — or patience and humility from an 
infenfibility of it ;— -but they are virtues 
infenfibly wrought in us by ^he endea- 
vours of our own wills and concurrent 
influences of a gracious agent ; — and the 
religious improvements arifing from 
thence, are fo far from being the ejects 
of nature, and a fit difpofition of the fe- 
veral p^rts and organical powers given 
us, — that the contrary is true ;— namely, 
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—that the ftream of our affeftions and 
appetites but too naturally carries us the 
other \vay. — For this, let any man lay 
his hand upon his heart, and refled what 
has paffed within him, in the feveral con- 
flifts of meeknefs,— temperance, — chaft- 
ity, and other felf-denials, — and he will 
need no better argumept for his convic- 
tion. — 

This hint leads to the true anfwer to 
the above mifinterpretation of the text, 
—-That we depend upon God in no 
other fenfe for our virtues,— than we ne- 
ceffarily do for every thing clfe; and 
that the fruits of the fpirit are merely 
the determinations and efforts of our 
own reafon, — and as much our own ac- 
complifhments, as any other improve- 
ments are the effeft of our own diligence 
and induftry. 

This account, by the way, is oppofite 
to the apoftle's — who tells us,— It is 
God that worketh in us both to do and 
will, of his good pleafure. — It is true, 
-—though we are born ignorant, — we can 

make ourfelves Ikilful ;— we can acquire 

6 



156 SERMON XXXVllL 

arts and fciences by our own application 
and (ludy. — But the cafe is not the fanie 
in refpeft of goodnefs.-— We can acquire 
arts and fciences, becaufe we lie under 
no natural indifpofition or backwardnefs 
to that acqiuiremcnt. — For nature, the' 
it be corrupt, yet ftill it is curious and 
bufy after knowledge,— But it does not 
appear, that to goodnefs and fandity of 
manners we haye the fame natural pro- 
penfity. — Lufts within, and temptations 
withput, fet up fo ftrong a confederacy 
ag^inft it, as we are never able to fur- 
mauQt by our own ftrength, — However 
firmly we may think we Hand,— the beft 
cf us are but upheld, and gracioufly 
kept upright ; and whenever this divine 
affiftance is withdrawn, — or fufpended, 
rr-all hiftory, efpecially the facred, is 
full of melancholy inftances of what 
man is, when God leaves him to him-, 
felf,^ — that he is even a thing of nought. 
Whether it was from a confci6>is ex- 
perience of this truth in themfclves,— ojr 
fome traditions handed from the Scrip- 
ture account of it ; — or that it v/as, ip 
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fomc meafurc, dcducible.from the prin- 
ciples of reafon,— in the writings of fomc 
of the wifeft of the heathen philofophers, 
we find the ftrongeft traces of the per- 
fualion of God's afSfting men to virtue 
and probity of manners. — One of the 
greateft mafters of reafoning amongft 
the ancients acknowledges, that nothing 
great and exalted can be achieved, fine 
divino ajBlatu ; — and Seneca, to the fame 
purpofe, nulla mens bona fine Deo;— 
that no (bui can be good without divine 
affiftance.— Now whatever comments, 
may be put upon fuch pafiages in their . 
writings,— it is certain thofe in Scripture 
can receive no other, to be confident 
with themfelves, than what has been 
given. — And though, in vindication of 
human liberty, it is as certain on the 
other hand,— that education, precepts, 
examples, pious inclinations, and pra£ti- 
cal diligence, are great and meritorious 
advances towards a religious ftate ; — yet 
the ftate itfelf is got and finiflicd by 
God's grace; and the concurrence of 
his fpirit upon tempers thus happily pre- 
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difpofed, — and honcftly making ufe of 
fuch fit means :— and unleft thus much 
is undcrftood from them, — the fcveral 
cxprcflions in Scripture, where the offi- 
ces of the Holy Ghoft conducive to this 
end, are enumerated: — fuch as clean- 
fing, guiding, renewing, comforting, 
ftrengthcning and eftablifhing us,-^arc 
a fet of unintelligible words, which may 
amufe, but can convey little light to the 
underftanding. 

This is ^11 I have time left to fay at 
prcfent upon the firft ierror of thofc, 
who, by too loofe an interpretation 
of the gifts and fruits of the fpirit, ex- 
plain away the whole fenfe and mean- 
ing of them, and thereby render not 
only the promifes, but the comforts of 
them too, of none efFeft.— Concerning 
which error, I have only to add this by 
way of extenuation of it, — that 1 be- 
lieve the great and uncdifying rout 
made about fanftification and regene- 
ration in the middle of the laft century, 
— and the enthufiaftic extravagances 
into which the communications of the 
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fpirit have been carried by fo many de- 
luded or deluding people in this, arc 
two of the great caufes which have, 
driven many a fober man into the op- 
pofite extreme, againft which I have 
argued. — ^Now if the dread of favour- 
ing too much of religion in their in- 
terpretations has done this ill fcrvice, 
— let us inquire, on the other hand, 
whether the afFedation of too mtich re- 
ligion in the other extreme, has not miC- 
led others full as far from truth, and 
further from the reafon and fobriety of 
the gofpel, than the firft. 

I have already proved by Scripture 
arguments, that the influence of the holy 
fpirit of God is necefiary to render the 
imperfcft facrifice of our obedience 
pleafing to our Maker. — He hath pro- 
mifed to perfe3 his Jlrength in our weak^ 
;2^«.^With this afTurance we ought to 
be fatis&edj — efpecially fiince our Sa- 
viour, hath thought proper to mortify- 
all fcrupulous inquiries into operations 
of this kind, by comparing them to the 
wind, ivhich bloweth where it lijleth j and 
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ibou beareft the found thereof^ but canjl not 
fell whence it cometb^ or whither it goeth :— 
Jo is every one that is bom of thej^irit*-^ 
Let humble gratitude acknowledge the 
cflFed, unprompted by an idle curiofity 
to explain the caufe. 

We are told, without this ailiftance, 
we can do nothing ; — we are told, from 
the fame authority, we can do all 
through Chrift that ftrengthens us.-— 
We are commanded to work out our own 
fahaiion with fear and trembling. The 
reafon immediately follows; for it is 
God that worketh in youy both to will and 
to doj of his own good flea/ure.^^From 
thefe, and many other repeated pafiages, 
it is evident, that the afliftances of grace 
were not intended to deftroy, but to 
co-operate with the endeavours of man, 
—and are derived from God in the 
fame manner as all natural powers.^- 
Indeed, without this interpretation, how 
could the Almighty addrefs himfelf to 
man as a rational being ? — how could 
his aflions be his own? — how could 
he be . confidered as a blamcable or re* 
wardable creature ? 
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from this account of the fconfiftent 
bpinions of a fober-minded chriftian, 
let U8 take a view of the miftaken en- 
thufiaft. — See him oftentatioufly clothed 
with the outward garb of fan&ity, to 
attradt the eyes of the vulgar. — See a 
cheerful deiQeanpur^ the natural refult 
of an eafy dnd felf-applauding hearty 
ftudiouily avoided as criminal* — See his 
countenance overfpread with a melan- 
choly glooiti and defpondence^ — as if 
religion, which is evidently calculated 
to make us happy in this life as well as 
the next, was the parent of fullennefs 
and difcontent*— Hear him pouring 
forth his pharifaical ejaculations on his 
journey, or in the ftreets. — Hear him 
boafting of extraordinary communica- 
tions with the God of all knowledge, 
and at the fame time offending againft 
the common rules of his own native 
language^ and the plainer diflates of 
common fenfe; — Hear him arrogantly 
thanking his God, that he is not as 
other men are; and, with more than 
papal uncharitablenefs, very liberally 
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allottifig the portion of the damned, W 
fcvery chriftian whom he, pattial judgc^ 
deemis Icls p c r fe O : than hiihfelf — to eve- 
ry chriftian who is walking on in the 
paths of duty with fober vigilance, af- 
piring to perfeftion by progreflive aX- 
tainmetits, and ferioyfiy cndeavoaring, 
through a rational faith in his Re^ 
deemer, to make bis catting and elec* 
tion fiire. 

There have been no fefts in the chrift* 
ian world, however abfwd, which have 
not endeavoured to fupport fbeir opi- 
nions by argmnentB ^tawh fre& Sctip^ 
ture, mifmtei^reted or m*^fappKed. 

We had a melancholy infftalice of th« 
in our own country, in the larft cent^ry^ 
~-when the church of Chrift, as wefi 
as ,the govemmenty during *hat pe- 
riod of national eonfufion, was torn 
^nder into various feds and fa^idhs; 
—when ibme men pretended to have 
Scripture preciepts, parable^, or prophe* 
cies to ptcad,. in favour of the moft im^ 
pious abfurdkies that faUehood could 
advance. The fame fpirit i*rhich pre- 



Viiled amdhgft the faiiaticS, fecihs to 
haveJ gbnc wrth attiong thefe modem 
enthufiafts.— Faith, the diftlhguifhitl^ 
charaderiftic of a chtiftian, is defined 
by them hot as a rational aflctat of the 
tinderftandrng^ to truths whifch are et* 
tablifhed by indifputable authority, but 
^t a violent ptrfuafion of mind, that 
they are InftantknedUfly become the ehil* 
drcn of God — that the whole fcore of 
thfeir fins is iot ever blotted out, with- 
out the piymcnt of one teir of f epent- 
ihce^-^tlfeafihg dodlrint this to the 
feats and paflions of mslnkind l-^-promi^ 
firig fair to gain profelytes of the vldi- 
Otts ^tid itnpenitent. 

Pardotis and indulgentes zrt the great 
fupport of papal power j — but thefe 
]jlodern tiiti|:&rics ih religion h^ve tm* 
proved upon the fcheme, ptetetiditig td 
have difcoVered an ihfallible tioftrUttl 
for all itttfutiibles j— fueh as >^ill prcfcrvd 
thenl for evet^*— And notWithftanding We 
have inftatlces of nototibiis offdnddtj 
among the warmeft: advbGsltes for fin- 
lefs petfe&ioii>— the charm continued 
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powerful. — Did thcfe vifionary notions 
of an heated imagination tend, only ta* 
amufe the fancy, they might be treated 
with contempt; — but when they depre- 
ciate all moral attainments ;*— when the 
fuggeftions of a frantic brain are bla- 
fphemoufly afcribed to the holy fpirit of 
God;— when faith and divine love arc 
placed in oppofition to pradbical virtues, 
they then become the objefts of aver- 
fion. In one fenfe, indeed, many of 
thefe deluded people demand our ten- 
dereft compaffion, — whofe diforder is in 
the head rather than the heart: and wha. 
call for the aid of a pbyfician who can^ 
cure the diftempered ftate of the body, 
rather than one who may footh the anxi- 
eties of the mind. 

Indeed, in many cafes, they feem fo 
much above the Ikill of either, — that 
unlcfs God in his mercy rebuke this 
fpirit of enthufiafm, which is gone out 
amongft us, no one can pretend to fay. 
how far it may go, or what mifchiefs 
it may do in thefe kingdoms. — Already 
it has taught us as much blafphemous 
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language ; — and, if it goes on, by the 
famples given us ill their journals, - will 
fill us with as many legendary accounts 
of vifions and revelations, as we have 
formerly had from the church of Rome, 
And for any fecurity we have againft it, 
—when time fliall ferve, it may as ef- 
fedtually convert the profeffors of it, 
even into popery itfelf,— confiftent with 
their own principles ; — for they have 
nothing more to do than to fay, that 
the fpirit which infpired them, has fig- 
nified, that the pope is infpired as well 
as they,— and confequently is infallible, 
—After which I cannot fee how they can 
poflibly refrain going to mafs, confiftent 
with their own principles.—- 

Thus much for thefe two oppofite er- 
rors ; — the examination of. which has 
taken up fo much time, — that I have 
little left to add, but to beg of Gtoo, 
by the afliftance of his holy fpirit, to 
preferve us equally from both extremes, 
and enable us to form fuch right and 
worthy apprehenfions of our holy relir 
gion, — that it may never fuffer, thi:ough 
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the coqinefs of pur pofiception^ of it, on 
pne han4)-^or the ifffmoder^te I>^ac qf 
them, on the other jr^-sbut that we fnay 
^t all times fee \t^ as it \s, and as it w^$ 
defigned l^y it$ ble^ed l^punder, ^s th? 
inofl; rs^tipn^l^ fober, and ponGftent in* 
ftitutipn that fould l^ave bcejft g\yf:fi tQ 
the fons of men, 
^oyr to Gpp, 2?p, 
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Eternal Advantages of RcKgion. 



ECCLBSIASTES XII. 13. 

%&t u& hear, the concluiipa qF the whole master,— Fear 
God, and keep hU commandmeat9 : for this Id th^ 
whole duty of man. 

rr^HE wife man, in the beginning of 
•*' this book, had propofed it as a 
grand query to be difcuffed, — T^o find 
out what was good for the fims of men^ 
which they Jhould do under the heavens y ail 
the disys of their //v^j;— That is, what 
was the fitteft employment, and the 
chief and proper bufinefe, which they 
Ihould apply themfelves to in this world. 
—And here, in the ttn^ty after a fair dif- 
cuffioa of the queftion* he aflferts it to 
be the bufinefs of religion, — th^ fearing 
God, and keeping hia commandments. 
•—This wsts the conclufion of tha whole 
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matter, — and the natural refult of all 
his debates and inquiries. — And I am 
perfuaded, the more obfervations wc 
make upon the fliort life of man,— the 
more we experience,— and the longer 
trials we have of the world, — and the 
feveral pretenfions it offers to our hap- 
pinefs, — the more wc fhall be engaged 
to think, like him, — that wc can ne- 
ver find what we look for in any other 
thing which we do under the heavens, 
except in that of duty and obedience to 
God. — In the courfe of the wife man's 
cxaminjition of this point, — we find a 
great many beautiful refleftions upon 
human affairs, all tending toJlluftrate 
the conclufion he draws ; and as they 
are fuch as are apt to offer themfelvcs 
to thp thought^ of pvery ferious ancj 
confiderate man, — I cannot do better 
than renew the impreffions,— rby retouch-p- 
ing the principal arguments of his dif- 
courfe, — before I proceed to the general 
ufe and application of the whole. 

In the former part of his book he had 
taken into his confideration tbofe feveral 



SERMON XXXIX. 169 

ftates of life to which men ufually apply 
thcmfclves for happinefs; — firft, learn- 
ing, — wifdom } — next, — mirth, jollity, 
and pleafure;— then power and grcat- 
nefs, — riches and poffciSons.— All of 
which arc fo far from anfwering the end 
far which they were at firft purfued,— 
that, by a great variety of arguments,— he 
proves them feverally to be fo many fore 
travels which God had given to the Jons of 
men to he e^ercifed therewith: — and in* 
ftead of being any, or all of them, our 
proper end and employment, or fuffi- 
cient to our happinefs, — he makes it 
plain, by, a feries of obfervations upon 
the life of man, — that they are ever 
likely to end with others where they had 
done with him,-r-that is, in vanity and 
vexation of fpirit. 

Then he takes notice of tjie feverd 
accidents of life, which perpetually rob 
,us of what little fweets the fruition of 
thefe objefts might feem to promife us, 
p— both with regard to our endeavours 
and our perfons in this world. 

I ft. With regard to our endeavours, 
jpr-he Ihews that the moft likely ways 
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and means are not always effedual for 
the attaining of their end : — that, in 
{[cneral,— the utmoft that human coun- 
cils and prudence can provide for, is to 
take care, when they contend in a race, 
Aat they be fwrifter than thofe who run 
againft them; — or when they are to 
fight a battle, that they be ftrong- 
er than thofe whom they are to cn-r 
counter. — And yet afterwards, in the 
ninth chapter, he obferves, that the 
race is not to the iwift, nor the battle 
to the ftrong ; — neither yet bread to the 
wife, — nor yet riches to men of under- 
ftanding, nor favour to men of Ikill; 
^~but time and chance happens to them 
an. — That there are fecret workmgs in 
human affairs, which over-rule all hu- 
man contrivance, and counterplot the 
wifeft of our councils, in fb ftrange and 
unexpe£led a manner, as to caft a damp 
lipon our beft fch^mes and warmeft en-» 
4eavourSt 

And then, for thofe accidents to which 
our perfons are as liable as our labours, 
*-'-^— hp Qbfervc3 thefe three things j—» 
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firitt the natural infinnitics of our bo-> 
dies^?^which alternately lay us open 
to the fad changes of pain and fick- 
ncfsi which^ in the fifth chapter, ho 
ftylf s vrath and forrow j under which, 
when a man lies languifliing, none of 
his worldly enjoyments will fignify 
much.— Like one that fingeth fongs 
with a heavy heart, neither mirth, — noF 
pow6F,r-*^nor riches, fiiall afford him 
eafe,*^ — ^nor will all their force be able 
fo to ftay the ftroke of nature, — but thai 
be Jhall be ait off in th$ midji of his days^ 

and then all bis thmgb$s fmjh. Or 

elfe,— *what is no uncommon fpedacle, 
in the midft of all his luxury, he may 
wafte away the greateft part of his life 
with much wearinefs and anguifh; and 
with the long torture of an unrelenting 
difeafe, he i^ay wi(h himfelf to go down 
into the grave, and to be fct at liberty 
:^om a)l his pofleilions, and all his mi? 
(ery, at the fame time. 

adly. If it be fuppofed, — that by the 
ftrength of fpirits, and the natural cheer^ 
f^l^efs of a m^'$ temper, he ibop}4 
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efcapc thcfe, and live many years ^ and re* 
jmce in tbem allj — which is not the lot of 
many ; — ^yet, be muji remember the days 
jf darknefs ;«-*that is, — they who devote 
themfelves to a perpetual round of mirth 
and pleafure, cannot fo manage matters 
as to avoid the thoughts of xht\x future 
fritesy and the anxiety about what {hall 
become of them hereafter, when they 
are to depart out pf this world j — that 
they cannot fo crowd their heads, and 
fill up their time with other matters,— 
but that the remembrance of this will 
fometimes be uppermoft, — ^and thruft 
itfelf upon their minds whenever they 
are retired and ferious. — And as this 
will naturally prefent to them a dark 
profpedt of their ■ future happincfs,.— it 
muft, at the fame time, prove.no fmall 
damp and allay to what they would en- 
joy at prefent, 

. But, in the third place, fuppofe a 
man (hould be able to avoid iicknefs, 
—and to put the trouble of thefe thoughts 
likewife far from him, — yet there is 
fomething elfe which he cannot poffibly 
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decline; — old age will unavoidably 
fteal upon him, with all the infirmi- 
ties of it, when (as he cxpreffes it) 

the grinders Jball befew^ (ind appetite cea^ 
fes ; when thofe who look out cf the wi«- 
dows Jhall be darkened^ and the keepers of 
the houfe Jhall tremble*^ — when a maa 
Ihall become a burden to himfelf, and 
to his friends ;-— — when, perhaps, thofe 
of his neareft relations, t^hom he hath 
xnoft obliged by kindnefs, Ihall think 
it time for him to depart, to creep off 
the itage, and make room for the fuc* 
ceeding generations. 

And then, after a little funeral pomp 
of mourners going about the Jlreets^^^'^ 
man Ihall be buried out of the way, 
and in a year or two be as much for- 
gotten, as if he had never exifted.— ^For 
there is no remembrance (fays he) of 
the wife more than the fool; — feeing 
that which now is, in the days to rome^ 
0iall be forgotten ; every day producing 
fomething which feems new and ftrange, 
to take up men's talk and wonder, and 
to drown the memory of former pcrfonj 
and actions.— i 



And I appeal to any rational itiatii 
whether thefe are not fomc of the moll 
material reflefiioftB about human af- 
fairs, — whkh occiir to every ont whd 
gives himfclf the leaft leifure to think 
about them ? — ^Now, from all thefc pre- 
mifes put together j Solomon infers this 
Ihort conclufion in the tcktj — That to 
fear God, and keep his comrtiatidments^ 
is the whole duty of man ^s^-that, to ht 
ferious in the mattet of rfettgioii^ and 
tareful ^bout our future ftate, is thai 
Which, after all our other experiments, 
will be. found to be our chief happinefs^ 
i— our greateft intereft,-«-our greatcft 
wifdom, — and that which mdft of all dc- 
ferves our care and application. — ^Hiis 
muft ever be the laft refult^ and the up- 
fliot of every wife man^s obfervatiohs 
tipon all thefe tranfitory things and 
iipon the vanity of their feveral pte- 
tences lo our well-being } — and we may 
depend upon it> as an everlafting truth, 
fc^that we can never fiild what we feek 
for in any other courfe, or atty othcl: 
objeft, — but this onej— ind the more 
we know and think, and the more expe* 
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fierce we have of the world, and of 
curfelves, the more we are donvtnced of 
diis truth, and led back by it to reft 
OUT fouls upon ths^ God from whence 
we came«-*-£Tery confideration upon the 
fife of maa tends to engage us to this 
l^nnt, — to be in earneft in the coQCera-^ 
xniQit of religion; to love and fear 
GbD i*^to provide for our true intereft^ 
j-^and do ourfehres the Hioft efledual 
ferTice,*— by devoting ourfidives to faim^ 
-—and alwaysf thinking of him, — as he 
h the true and final happineft of a rea-; 
fbfiabie and an immortal fpkit. 

And indeed one would think it Be:«t 
to impoifible,— ^id n^t the common-* 
iiefs of the thing take off from the won- 
dtr,-^that a man wlio thiidcs atatf,-^ 
fliould tct his whole life be a contradict 
tion to futhobvioHB reflexions. 

The vanity and emptinefs of worldly 
goods and enjoyments,— the fliortncfa 
and unteftamty of life, — the unjdterabie 
event hanging over our heads,— fAa^f in 
n few daysy nve mujl all <f ns go U thai 
"flaie fnm wbena w? Jhall mt return j 
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the certainty of this, — the uncertainty 
of the time when, — the immortality oi 
the foul, — the doubtful and nrK>mentous 
iflues of eternity, — the terrors of damn-* 
ation, and the glorious things which 
are fpoken of the city of God, arc me- 
ditations fo obvious, and fo naturally 
check and block up a man's way, — arc 
fo very intcrcfting, and, above all, fo 
unavoidable,— that it is aftonifliing how 
it was pofiible, ^t any time, for mortal 
man to have his head full of any thing 
clfc ?-^^And yet, was the fame perfon 
to take a view of the ftate of the world, 
—how flight an obfervation would con- 
vince him, that the wonder lay, in fa£l:9 
on the other fide ; — and that, as wifely 
as we all difcourfe, and philofophife de 
coniemptu mundi & fuga facuU — yet, for 
one who really afts in the world— con- 
fiftent with his own refledions upon it^ 
•—that there are multitudes who feeW 

k 

to take aim at nothing higher ;— -and, 
as empty a thing as itis,— *are fo daz* 
zled with, as to think it meet to buil^ 
tabernacles of reft upon it, and fay. 
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It is good to be here. — Whether, as an able 
inquirer into this paradox gueffes,— 
whether it is, that men do not heartily 
believe fuch a thing as a future ftatc of 
happinefs and mifcry, — or if they do, 
•—that they do not adually and feri- 
oufly confider it, — but fuflfer it to lie 
dormant and unaSive within them, and 
fo are as little afFefted with it, as if, in 
truth, they believed it not ; — or whe- 
ther they look upon it through that end 
of the perfpedive which reprefents as 
afar off, — ^^and fo are more forcibly drawn 
by the nearer, though the leffer, load- 
ftone ; — ^whether thefc, - or whatever 
other caufe may be affigned for it,*— 
the obfervation is inconteftible, that the 
bulk of mankind, in pafling through 
this vale of mifery,-T-ufe it not as a well 
to refrelh and allay ,--but fully to quench 
and fatisfy their thirft ; — minding or 
(as the Apoftle fays) relifliing earthly 

things, making them the end and 

fum-total of their defires and wifhes, 

and, in one word,— —loving this 

world — ^juft as they arc commanded to 
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love God ; — that is, — with all their hearty 
with all their y&z^/,r— with all their mind 
and ftrength. — But this is not the 
ftrangeft part of this paradox. — A man 
ihall not only lean and reft upon the 
world with his whole ftrefs, — but, in 
many inftances, fliall live notorioufly 
bad and vicious ; — when he is reproved, 
he (hall feem convinced ;— >-when he is 
obferved,'— he fhall be afliamed;--- 

when he purfues his fin, he will do 

it in the dark ;— and when he has done 
It, (hall even be diflatisfied with him- 

felf: yet ftill, this (hall produce no 

-alteration in his condudt. — Tell him he 

-Ihall one day diej or bring the 

event ftill nearer, — and (hew, that, ac- 
cording to the Gourfe of nature, he can- 
not poflibly live many years, — he will 

iigh, perhaps, and tell you he is 

convinced of that as much as reafon 
and experience can make him: pro- 
ceed and urge to him,— that after death 
comes judgment, and that he will cer* 
tainly there be dealt with by a juft God 
according to his adions ; — he will thank 
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God he is no deift, — and tell you^ with 
the fame grave face, — he is thoroughly 
convinced of that tooj — and as he be- 
lieves, — no doubt j he trembles too:— 
and yet aftfcr all, with all this convic- 
tion upon his mind^ you will fee him 
ilill perfevere in the fame courfe, — and 
commit his iin with as certain an event 
and refolution, as if he knew no argu* 
ment againft it. — ^Thefe notices of 
things^ however terrible and true, pafs 
through his underftanding as an eagle 
through the air, that leaves no path be« 
hind. 

. So that, upon the whole^ inftead of 
abounding with occafions to fet us ferir 
oufly on thinking, — the world might 
difpenfe with many more calls of this 
kind; — and were they feveu times as 
many as they are, — confidering what in- 
fufEcient ufe we make of thofe we have, 
all, I fear, would be little enough to 
bring thefe things to our remembrance 
as often, and engage us to lay them to 
our hearts with that affedionate concern, 
which the weight and intereft of them 

N 2 
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requires at our hands.— Sooner or Jater^ 
the moft inconfidcrate of us all (hall find, 
with Solomon, — that to do this cffeftu- 
ally, is the whole of man. 

And I cannot conclude this difcourfe 
upon his words better thaii with a fhort 
and cameft exhortation, that the folem- 
nity of this feafon, — and the meditation* 
to which it is devoted, may lead you up 
to the true knowledge and praftice of 
the fame point, of fearing God and 
keeping his commandments,— and con- 
vince you, as it did hitn, of the indif- 
penfable neceffity of making that the 
bufinefs of a man*^s life, which is the 
chief end of his being, — the eternal hap- 
pinefs and falvation of his foul* 

Which may God grant, for the fafce ol 
Jefus Chrift. Amen* 
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Afa : a Thankfgiving Sermon. 
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And they fware unto the Lord with a loud voice, and 
with flioutingy and with trumpets, and with comets, 
• — ^And all ^e men of Judah rejoiced at the oath. 

y T will be neceffary to give a particular 
'^ account of what was the occafion, as 
5?ycll as the nature, of the oath which the 

men of Judah fware unto the Lord j 

which will explain not only the reafon$ 
why it became a matter of fo much joy 
to them, but likewife admit of an ap- 
plication fuitable to the purpofes of this 
folemn alfembly, 

Abijah, and Afa his fon, were fuccef- 
five kings of Judah. — The firfl; came to 
the crQwn at the clofe of a long, and, 
in the end, a very unfuccefsful war, 
which had gradually wafted the ftrength 
and riches of his kingdom. 
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He was a prince endowed with the 
talents which the emergencies of hi^ 
country required^ and feemed J)orn to 
make Judah a vidlorious, as well as a 
happy people.— —I'hc condufl: and great 
fucccTs of his arms againft Jeroboam^ 
had well eftabliflied the firft ;«— but his 
kingdom, which had been fo many years 
the feat of a war, had been fo wafted and 
bewildered, that his reign, good as it 
was, was too (hort to accomplifh the lat- 
ter. — He died, and left the wqrk unfinifbed 
for his fon. — Afa fucceed^d, in the rooiA 
pf Abijah his father, with the trueft 
notions pf religion and government that 
pould be fetched either from rcafon or 
experience. — IJis reafon told him, that 
God (hould be wor (hipped \n fiipplicity 
jmd ftnglepefs of heart ;— therefpre hq 
took away the altars of the ftrange gods, 
and broke do\^ thciir images. — His ex- 
perience told him, that the moft fucceff- 
ful wars, inftead pf invigorating, more 
generally drained away the vitals of go- 
Yernment,— and, at the beft, ended but 
in a brighter ^d more qftentatipus kin4 
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of poverty and dcfolation:— -therefore he 
laid afide his fword, and ftudied the arts 
of ruling Judah with peace. — Confcience 
would not fuflfer Afa to facrifice his fub-* 
jeds to private views of ambition, and 
wifdom forbad he fhould fuffer them to 
offer 'up themfelvcs to the pretence of 
public ones ; — fince enlargement of em» 
pire, by the deftru&ion of its people 
(the natural and only valuable fource of 
flrength and riches), was a diihoneft and 
miferable exchange.— And however well 
the glory of a conqueit might appear in 
the eyes of a common beholder, yet, 
when bought at that coftly rate, a father 
to his country would behold the triumphs 
which attended it, and weep, as it pafled • 
by him. — Amidft all the glare and jollity 
of the day, the parentis eyes would fix 
attentively upon his child ^ — he would 
difcern him dropping under the weight 
of his attire, without flrength or vigour, 
his former beauty and comelinefs gone 
off" : — he would behold the coat of many 
colours ftained with blood, and cry,-Tr 
Alas ! they have decked thee with a pa^ 

w 4 
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rent's pride, but not with a parent's care 
and forefighi. 

With fuch aflfedionate fentimcnts of 
government, and juft principles of reli- 
gion, Afa began his reign. — A . reign 
marked out with new .asras, and a fucccf- 
fion of happier occurrences than what 
had diftinguiflied former days, 

ITie juft and gentle fpirit of the prince 
infenfibly ftolc into the breafts of the 
people.— The men of Judah turned 
their fwords into ploughfhares, and their 
fpears into pruning hooks. — By induftry 
and virtuous labour they acquired what 
by fpoil and rapine they might have 
fought after long in vain. — The traces 
of their late troubles foon began to wear 
out. — The cities, which had become ru- 
inous and defolate (the prey of famine 
and the fword), were now rebuilt, forti- 
fied, and made populous.— -Peace, fecu- 
rity, wealth, and profperity, feemed to 
compofe the whole hiftory of Afa*s reign. 
O Judah ! what could then have 
been done more than whs|,t w^s done to 
make thy people happy ?-— 
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What one blcffing was withheld, that 
thou Ihouldft ever withhold thy thank* 
fulnefs ? — 

That thou didft not continually turn 
thy eyes towards heaven with ail habi- 
tual fenfe of Gou's mercies, and devoutly 
praife him for fetting Afa over you. 

Were not the public bleffings, and 
the private enjoyments, which every man 
of Judah derived from them, fuch as to 
make the continuance of them defirable ? 
— and what other way was there to effe<3: 
it, than to fwear unto the Lord, with all 
your hearts and fouls, to perform the 
covenant made with your fathers? — to 
fecurc that favour and intercft with the 
almighty Being, without which the wif. 
dom of this world is foolifhnefs, and the 
beft connefted fyftems of human policy 
are fpcculative and airy projects, with* 
out foundation or fubftance.— — The 
hiftory of their own exploits and efta* 
blilhment, fince they had become a na* 
tion, was a ftrong confirmation of this 
dodrinc. 
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But too free and uninterrupted a pof- 
feilion of God Almighty's bleflings 
fometimes (though it feems ftrange to 
fuppofe it) even tempts men to forget 
him, either from a eertsun depravity and 
ingratitude of nature, not to be wrought 
upon by goodnefs,— or that they arc 
made by it too paiGonately fond of the 
prefent hour, and too choughtlefs of its 
great Author, whofe kind providence 
brought it about .-^This feemed to have 
^ been the cafe with the men of Judah :— - 
for notwithftanding all that God had 
done for them, in placing Abijah and 
Afa his fon over them, and infpiring 
them with* hearts and talents proper to 
retrieve the errors of the foregoing reign, 
and bring back peace and plenty to the 
dwellings of Judah ; — yet there appears 
no record of any folemn and religious 
acknowledgment to Goo for fuch fignal 
favours. — ^The people fat down in a 
thanklefs fecurity, each man under his 
vine, to eat and drink, and rofe up to 

play ; more folicitous to enjoy thei; 

bleflings, than to dcferve them. 
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But this fcene of tranquillity was not 
to fubfift without fome change ; — and it 
feemed as if providence at length had 
fufiered the ftream to be interrupted, to 
make them cohiider whence it flowed^ 
and how necefiary it had been all along 
to their fupport.— The Ethiopians, ever 
fince the beginning of Abijah's reign^ 
until the tenth year of Afa's,. had been 
at peace, or, at leaft, whatever fecrcc 
enmity they bore, had made no open at- 
tacks upon the kingdom of Judah.*— 
And indeed the bad meafures which Re* 
hoboam had taken, in the latter part of 
the reign which immediately preceded 
theirs, feemed to have faved the Ethio- 
pians the trouble. — For Rehoboam^ 
though in the former part of his reign 
he dealt wifely ; yet, when he had eftar 
blifhed his kingdom, and ftrengthened 
himfelf, — he forfook the laws of the 
Lord; — he forfook the counfcl which 
the old men gave him, and took coun- 
fcl with the young men, which were 
brought up with him, and flood before 
j)i|m..^Svich iU-advifed pieafur^s, in 9U 
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probability, had given the enemies of 
Judah fuch decifivc advantages over her, 
that they had lat down contented, and 
for many years enjoyed the fruits of their 

acquifitions. But the friendftiip of 

princes is feldom made up of better ma« 
terials than thofe which arc every day to 
be feen in private life,— in which fin- 
cerity and aSe£kion arc not at all conr 
iidered as ingredients.— Change of 
time and circumftances produce a change 
of councils and behaviour.— -Judah, in 
length of time, had become a frefli 
temptation, and was worth fighting for. 
—Her riches and plenty might firft make 
her enemies covet, and then the remem- 
brance of how cheap and eafy a prey fhc 
had formerly been, might make them 
not doubt of obtaining. 

By thefe apparent motives (or whether 
God, who fometimes over-rules the 
heart of man, was pleafed to turn them 
by fecret ones, to the purpofes of his 
wifdom), the ambition of the Ethiopi- 
ans revived, with an hoft of men nu- 
merous as the fand upon the fea-(hore in 
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tniilritadc. — They had left their country, 
and were coming forwards to invade 
them.— What can Judah propofe to do 
in fo terrifying a crifis ?— where can fhe 
betake herfelf for refuge ? — on one hand, 
her religion and laws are too precious to 
be given up, or trufted to the hands of 
a ftrangerj — and, on the other hand, 
how can fo fmall a kingdom, juft reco* 
vering ftrength, furrounded by an army, 
of a thoufand thoufand men, befides 
chariots and horfes, be able to withftand 
fo powerful a (hock, — But here it ap- 
peared that thofe, who, in their profpe^ 
rity, can forget God, do yet remember 
him in the day of danger ^nd diftrcfs ;— 
and can begin with comfort to depend 
upon his providence, when with cooifort 
they can depend upon nothing elfe,— For 
when Zerah, the Ethiopian, was come 
unto the valley of Zephatha at Maretha, 
Ala, and all the men of Judah, and 
Benjamin, went out againft him ; — and 
as they went, they cried mightily unto 
God,— And Afa prayed for his people, 
and he faid,— " O Lord ! it is nothing^ 



i 
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Vfith thee to help, whether with xtiiny, 
or with them that have no power:— 
help us, O Lord our God ! for we reft 
in thee, and in thy name we go againft 
this multitude.— O Lord, thou art our 
God, let not man prevail againft thee." 
^— •Succefs almoft feemed a debt due id 
the piety of the prince, and the contri- 
tion of his people. — So God fmote the 
Ethiopians, and they could not recover 
thcmfelves :— for they were fcattercd^ 
ind utterly dcftroyed,-^before the Lord^ 
and before his hoft. — And as they re- 
turned to Jerufalcm from purfuing,— 
behold the fpirit of God came upon 
Afariah^ the fon of Oded. — And he 
went out to meet Afa^ and he faid un- 
to him, — Hear ye mcj Afa, and all Ju- 
dah and Benjamin ; — the Lord is with 
you, whilft you are with him ;— ^and if 
you feek him, he will be found of you, 
but if ye forfake him, he will forfake 
you. — Nothing could more powerfully 
call home the confcience than fo timely 
an expoftulation. — The men of Judah 
and Benjamin, ftruck with a fenfe o£ 
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their lat€ deliverance^ and the many 
other felicities they had enjoyed (ince 
Afa was king over them^ they gathered 
tbemfclves together at Jerufalem, in the 
third month in the fifteenth year of Afa's 
reign J — and they entered into a cove* 
nant to fcek the Lord God of their fa- 
thers, with all their heart, and with all 
their foul:— and they fware unto the 
Lord with a loud voice, and with fhout- 
ing, and with trumpets, and with cor- 
jiets, and all Judah rejoiced at the oath^ 
. One may obferve a kind of luxuriety 
in the defcription, which the holy hifto- 
rian gives of the tranfport of the men 
of Judah upon this occafion. — And fure^ 
if ever matter of joy was fo reafonably 
founded, as to excufe any'exceffes in the 
cxpreflQons of it, — this was one: — for 
without it, — the condition of Judah, 
though othcrwife the happicft, would 
have been, of all nations under heaven, 
the moft miferable. 

Let us fuppofe a moment, inftead of 
.being repulfed, that the entcrprife of 
the Ethiopians had profpered againft 
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thenij — like other grievous diftemper^, 
where the vitals are firft attacked, — Afa, 
their king» would have been fought after 
and have been made the firft facrifice.— - 
He muft either have fallen by the fword 
of battle, or execution ; or, what is 
worfe, he muft have furvived the ruin of 
his country by flight, — and worn out the 
remainder of his days In forrow, for thtf 
affliftions which were come upon it.— 
In fome remote corner of the world, the 
good king would have heard the parti- 
culars of Judah's deftrudion,— He 
would have been told how the country^ 
which had become dear to him by his 
paternal care, was now utterly laid wafte 
and all his labour 16ft ; — how the fences 
which protected, it were torn up, and 
the tender plant within, which he had 
fo long flieltcred, was cruelly trodden 
under foot and devoured. — He would 
hear how Zerah, the Ethiopian, when 
he had overtfirown the kingdom, thought 
himfclf bomid in confcience to over- 
throw the religion of it too, and cfta- 

blilh bis own idolatrous one in its ft^ad* 
6 
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—That, In purfuance ©f this, the holy 
religion, which Afa ha4 reformed, had 
begun every where to be evil fpoke^i of, 
and evil entreated : 

That it w^a firft banifhed from the 
courts of the king's houfe^ and the nudA 
of Jerufalem,--and then fled for Safety 
out of the way into the wUdemefs, and 
found no city to dwell in* — ^That 2^rah 
had rebuilt the altars of the ftrange gods, 
—which Afa*s piety had broken down, 
and fet up theiir images: 

That his commandment was t^enU 
that all ihould fall down and worfhip the 
idol he had made :r— That, to complete 
the tale of their miferies, there was no 
profpedl of deliverance for any but the 
worfl; of his fubje£ts; — thofe who, in 
his reign, had either leaned in their 
hearts towards thefe idolatries,— or whofe 
principles and morals were fuch, that aU 
religions fuited them alike. — But tha^ 
the honeft and confcientious men of Ju- 
dah, unable to behold fuch abomina<» 
tions, hung down every man tils head 

VOL. VIII. o 
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like a bulrufli, and put fack^cloth ind 
aflics under him* 

This pidure ef Judah's defolation 
might be fome refeitiblance of what 
every of Afa^s fubjeds would probably 
form to himfelf, the day he folemnized 
an exemption from it. — And the tranf- 
port was natural,— To fwear unto the 
Lord with a loud voice, and with fhout" 
ing, and with trumpets, and with cor- 
nets; — to rejoice at the oath which fe- 
cured their future peace, and celebrate 
it with all external marks of gladnefs. 

I have at length gone through the fto- 
ry, which gave the occafion to this reli- 
gious aft which is recorded of the men of 
Judah in the text. 

I believe there is not one, in facred 
Scripture, that bids fairer for a parallel 
to our own times, or that would admit 
of an application more fuitable to the fb- 
Icmnity of this day. 

But men are apt to be ftruck with 
Hkeneffes in fo different a manner, from 
the different points of view in which 
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they ftand, as well a$ their diveffity of 
judgments, that it is generally a very im* - 
acceptable piece of officiou&efs to fix any 
certain degrees of approach. 

In this cafe, it feems fufficient,-^that 
thofe who will difcern the Icaft rcfem-' 
blance, will difcern enough to make 
them ferioufly comply with the devotion 
of the day )— and that thofe who are af- 
fected with it in a ftronger manner, and 
fee the blefling of a proteftant king in its 
faireft light, with all the mercies which 
made way for it, ^^ill have ftill more 
abundant reafon to adore that good Be^ 
ing, which has all along proteded it 
from the enemies which have rifen up to 
do it violence ;— but more elpecially, ia 
a late inflance, by turning down the 
councils of the froward headlong,— >and 
confounding the devices of the crafty,— 
fo that their hands could not perform 
their cnterprife.— Though thi» event, 
for many reafons, will ever be told 
amongft the felicities of thefe days;— — 
yet for none more fo,— than that it has 
given us a freih mark of the continuation 

o a 
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of (5qii Almighty's, favour to as:~a 
p^rt pf that great complicated ble0ing 
for which we arc gathered together to 
return him thanks. 

Let usy therefore^ I befcech you, en*^ 
dcavQur ta dci it in the way which be^ 
comes wife< ' i|ien, and which is likely ta 

be moft acceptable; — find that is^ to 

purfue the intentions of his providence, 
in giving as the occafion— — to become 
better men, and, by a holy and an honed: 
converfation, make ourfelves capable of 
enjoying what God has done for us.-— bi 
vain fliali we celebrate the day with a 
loud voice, and with Shouting, and with 
truippets, if we do not do it likewife 
with the internal and more certain marks 
of fincerity^'^a reformation and purity 
in our manners. — It is impoffible a finful 
people can either be grateful to God, op 
properly loyal to their prince.— They 
cannot be grateful to the one, becaufe 
they live not under a fenfe of his mercies ; 
—nor can they be loyal to the other, be- 
caufe they daily offend in two of the ten* 
^reft points which concern his welfare*. 
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By firft difengaging the providence of 
God from taking to our part, and then 
giving a heart to our adverfaries to lift 
their^ hands againft us, who muft know, 
that, if we forlake God, God will for- 
fake us. — Their hopes, their defigns, 
their wickednefs againft us, can only be 
built upon ours towards Gop. 

For if they did not think we did evil, 
they durft not hope we could perifli. 

Ceafe, therefore, to do evil ; — for by 
following righteoufncfs, you will make 
the hearts of your enemies faint, they will 
turn their backs againft your indignation, 
-—and their weapons will fall from their 
jbands. 

Which may God grant, through the 
merits and mediation of his Son Jefus 
Chrift, to whom be all honour, &c. 
Amen, 



M 



[ 199 ] 



3 E R M O N XLL 

Follow Pe^ge^ 



HEBREWS XII. 14.. 

P^oUow peace with all men, and holinefs, without whicii 
no man fhall fee the Lord. 

rp H E great end and defign of our holy 
•* religion, next to the main view of 
reconciling us to God, was to reconcile 
us to each other ; — by ^teaching us to 
fubdue all thofe unfriendly difpofitions 
in our nature, which unfit us for happi- 
nefs, and the focial enjoyment of the 
many bleflings which God has enable^ 
us to partake of in this world, miferable 
as it is in many refpefts. — Could chrift- 
ianity perfuade the profeffors of it intb 
this temper, and engage us, as its doc- 
trine requires, to go on and exalt our 
natures, and, after the fubduftion of the 
moft unfriendly of our paffions, to plant, 

04 
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in the room of them, all thofe (more 
natural to the foil) humane and benevo- 
lent inclinations^ which, in imitation of 
the perfections of God, fliould difpofe 
us to extend out Idve and goodncfs to 
our fellow-creatures, according to the ex- 
tent of our abilities ; — in like manner, 
as the goodnefs of <Jod extends itfelf 
^over all the work« of the creation:— • 
could this be accomplifhcdj-^— the world 
would be worth living in ;— and might 
be confidered by us as a forefefte of what 
we Ihould enter upon hereafter. 

Buft fuch a fyftem, you'll fay, is mere- 
ly vifionary }-~and, confidering man as 
•a creature fo befet with felfiftinefs, and 
other fretful paffions that propenfity 
prompts Jiim to, though it is to be wifli- 
ed, it is not to be expe<5led. — But our 
religion enjoins us to approach as near 
this fair pattern as we can j and, if it be 
poflible, as much as lieth in us, to live 
peaceably with all men.; — "yvhere the 
term,— -If poffiblc, I own, implies it 
may not only be difficult^ but fome- 
times impoffible. — Thus the words of 
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the text. — FpUqw peace, — may by fome 
be thought to imply, — that this defirable 
bleiSng may fomctitnes fly from u^ i-^ 
but fttU we arc required to follow it, and 
not ceafc th^. puyfuit, till we have ufe4 
aH w^tft-Qt^bfe methodB to regain and 
fettle itcr^b^caufe^ adds the, appfile, 
without thiftjfr^me of .ipi^jid, no man 
Iball foe; .the . Lord, For- heaven is the 
region, as w^ 21$ t^e reoompence,, of 
peace and benevolence ; and fuch as do 
not defire and promote it here, a,re. npt 
<jualified to e»joy it hereaftc^r,. 

For this caufc, in Scripture language, 
-•^ peace is always fpoke of as the great 
and comprchenfive bldfing, which in- 
cluded in it all manner of happincfsj— 
and to wife pea.ce to any houfe or perfon, 
was* in one word, to wifli them all that 
was good. and dcfirable. — Becaufe hap- 
plnefs confifts in the inward complacency 
and .fatisfadion of the mind ; and he 
who has fuch a difpoiition of foul, as to 
acquiefcc and reft contented with all the 
events of providence, can want nothing 
this world can give him.-^ Agreeable to 
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this, that fhort but mod comprehe»fivc 
hymn, fung by angds at our Saviour's 
' l^irth, declaratory of the joy and happy 
jends of his incarnation, — after glory, in 
jhe firft, to God,-— the next note which 
founded was. Peace upon earth, and 
good-will to men. It was a public wife 
of happinefs to mankind, and implied a 
folemn charge to purfae the means that 
Would ever lead to it.— And, in truth^ 
the good tidings of the gofpel are nor 
thing elfc but a grand meffage and em- 
bafTy of peace, to let us know, that our 
peace is made in heaven. 

The prophet Ifaiah ftyles our Saviour 
the Prince of Peace, long before he 
came into the world ; — and to anfwer the 
title, he made choice to enter into it at 
a time when all nations were at peace 
with each other ; which was in the days 
of Auguftus, — when the temple of Ja- 
nus was fhut, and all the alarms of war 
were huihed and filenced throughout the 
world. — At his birth, the hoft of heaven 
defcended, and proclaimed peace on 
» earth, as the bell ftate and temper the 
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world CQuld be in to receive and wel- 
come the Author of it. — His -fut^ire 
convcrfatiort and doftrinc, here, upon 
earth, was every way agreeable with his 
peaceable entrance upon it ; — the whole 
CDurfe of his life being but pne gre^ 
example .qt meeknefs, peace^ aijd pa- 
ti^nse.— r A.t his death, it was , the only 
legacy be bequeathed to his followers: 
— IVJy peace J give unto yow.— How for 
this Ji^s • tal^en plape * qr b^en aftuaJiy 
pnjoyedj-^is not my int^ntfon to enlaifgp. 
upon, any further thai> jijft to obfcrver 
how precious ^ bequeft it wa?, from the 
9nany miferies and calamities which haye^ 
^d eyer will, enfue from the want of it^ 
-r-If we look into the larger cirgle. of the 
world,— what defolations, diflblqtions of 
goyerimient, and invafions of property! 
—what rapine, plunder, and profanation 
of the ipoit facred rights of manl^ind, 
are the certain unhappy effects of it !-^ 
fields dyed in blood, — the cries of or- 
phans and widows, bereft of their bed 
help, too fully inftrudl us. — Look into 
private life,— -Ibchpld how good and plc^^j 
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fant a thing it .is to liv^ togetHer in urn* 
ty J— .it is like the precious ointment 
porured opon the head of Aaron, that 
rrin down to bis flcirts ;— importing, that 
this" balm of life is felt and enjoyed, not 
only by governors of kingdoms, but isf 
derived down to the loweft rank of life, 
and tailed in the moft private reeeffes 5 
~.all, from the king to the peafant, arc 
frfrelhed with its bleffings, ^ without 
^hkh we can find no comfort in any 
tlung this^ world can give. —It « is this 
blcflSbg gives every one to fit quietly 
under his vine, and reap the fruits of 
his labour and induftry :— in one word^ 
—■which befpeaks who is the beftower of 
it— it is that only which keeps up the 
liarmony and order of the world, and 
preferves every thing in it from ruin an4 
confufion. 

There is one faying of our Savi<Hir*5, 
recorded by St. Matthew, which, at firft 
fight, feems to carry fame oppofition to 
this dodrine ; — I came not to fend peace 
on earth, but ^ fword. — But this reaches 
no farther than the bare words, not en« 
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tcring fo deep as to affeft the fcnfc, or 
imply any contradiftion ; — intimating 
only,— that the preaching of the gofpel 
will prove in the event, through fundry 
unhappy caufes, fuch as prejudices, the 
corruption of men's hearts, a paffion for 
idolatry and fuperftition, the occafion of 
much variance and divifion even amongll 
nearefl: relations ; — yea, and oft-times of 
bodily death, and many calamities and 
perfecutions, which adually enfued upon 
the firft preachers and followers 'of it.— • 
Or the words may be underftood, — as a 
beautiful defcription of the inward con- 
tefts and oppofition which chriftianity 
would occafion in the heart of man,**^ 
from its oppofitions to the violent paf*' 
fions of our nature,— which would en* 
gage us in a perpetual warfare.--^This 
was not only a fword, — a divifion betwixt 
nearefl: kindred ; — ^but it was dividing a 
man againfi: himfelf ;— -fetting up an op- 
pofition to an intereft long eftabliflied,— • 
ftrong by nature, — more fo by uncon- 
trouled cuftom. — This is verified every 
hour in the ftruggles for mafi;ery betwixt 
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ibe principles of the world, the flefh and 
the devil; — which fet up fo ftrong a con- 
federacy, that there is need of all the 
helps which rcafon and chfiftianity can 
offer to bring them dov^n. 

Btit this contention is not that againft 
which fuch exhortations in the gofpel 
are levelled 5 — for the Scripture muft be 
interpreted by Scripture, and be made 
cowfiftent with itfelf.— And we find the 
diftinguilhing marks and dodrines, by 
which ail men were to know who were 
Chrift*8 difciples^— was that benevolent 
frame of mind towards all our fellow- 
creatures, which, by itfelf, is a fuffici* 
ent fecurity for the particular focial du-^ 
ty here recommended : — fo far from 
meditations of war; — for love thinkcth 
no evil to his neighbour ; — fo far from 
doing any, it harbours not the leaft 
thought of it ; but on the contrary, re* 
joices with them that rejoice, and weeps 
with them that weep. 

This debt chriftia-nity has highly ex- 
alted ; though it is a debt that we were 
fcnfible of before, and acknowledged 
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to be owed to human nature,— which, 
as we all partake of, — fo ought we to 
pay it in a fuitable refpeft. — For, as 
men, we are allied together in the na- 
tural bond of brotherhood, and are 
members one of another. — We have the 
fame Father- in heaven, who made us 
and takes care of us all. — Our earthly 
extradion too is nearer alike, than the 
pride of the world cares to be reminded 
of : — for Adam was the father of us all, 
and Eve the mother of all living.— 
The prince and the beggar fprung from 
the fime ftocks, as wide afunder as the 
branches are. — So that, in this view, 
the moft upftart family may vie anti- 
quity, and compare families with the 
greateft monarchs. — We are all formed 
too of the fame mould, and muft equal- 
ly return to the fame duft. — So that, to 
love our neighbour, and live quietly 
with him, is to live at peace with our- 
felves. — He is but felf-multiplied, and 
enlarged into another form; and to be 
unkind or cruel to him, is but, as So- 
lomon obferves of the unmerciful, to be 
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cruel to our own flefh.-^As a farther 
motive and engagement to this peace* 
able •commerce with each other,-«GrOD 
has placed us all in one another's power 
by turns,-^in a condition of mutual 
need and dependence. — Tlicrc is no 
man fo liberally flocked with earthly 
blcffings, as to be able to live without 
another man*s aid* — God, in his wif- 
dom, has fo difpenfed his gifts, in va- 
rious kinds and meafures, as to render 
iis helpful, and make a focial inter- 
courfe indifpenfable. — The prince de- 
pends on the labour and induftry of the 
peafant ; — and the wealth and honour 
of the greateft perfons are fed and fup*. 
ported from the fame fource. 

This the Apoftle hath elegantly fct 
forth to us by the familiar refcmblancc 
of the natural body; — wherein there 
are many members, and all have not 
the fame office ; but the different fa- 
culties and operations of each, are for 
the ufe and benefit of the whole. — The 
eye fees not for itfelf, but for the other 
members ; — and is fet up as a light to 
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dircA them: — the feet ferve to fupport 
and carry about the other parts ; and 
the hands a6t and labour for them all. 
It is the fame in dates and kingdoms^ 
wherein there are many members, yet 
each in their feveral fundions and em- 
ployments; which, if peaceably dif- 
charged, are for the harmony : of the 
whole ftate.— Some are eye& and guides 
to the blind ;•— others, feet to the lame> 
and impotent; — fome to fupply the 
place of the head, to affift with coim- 
qil . and dire£lion>; — others the hand, 
to be ufeftd by their labour and indui^. 
try. — To make this link of dependence 
ftill ftronger,— 'there is a great portion 
of mutability in all human affairs, to 
make benignity of temper not only our 
duty, but our intereft and wifdom.-^. 
There is no condition in life {j fixed 
and permanent as to. be out of danger, 
or t];ie reach of change :-^and we all may 
depend upon it, that we fhall take ouc 
turns of wanting and defirmg.*— By how - 
many unforeieen caufes • may riches take 
wing!— The crowns of princes may be 

VOL*. VIII. P 
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Ihftken; md ctie gireateft that ever awed 

^e iafoi\d have experienced what the 

turn of the wheel can do.— That which 

hath happened to one man, may befal 

imother ; and, therefore, ^hat excellent 

rnlc of our Saviour's oiXght to govern 

US in all our aflions, — ^Whatfocver yc 

would that men Ihould do to you, do 

you alfo to them likewife.— Time and 

chance happens to allj — and the mod 

affluent msiy be ftript of all, and find 

hit worldly oannforCs like fo many wi-» 

tbered leaves dropping from him.-~ 

Sure nothing can better became us, than 

hearts fo full of our dcpeAdance as ta 

overflow with mercy, and pity, akid 

good-will towards mankind .^^To exhoit 

m to thiS) is, in other words, to exhort 

lis to follow peace with all menz-r^the 

flrft is die rooe,-hNthis the £aur firuit and 

happy product of it. 

Therefore, my beloved brethren,. hi 

the bowels of mercy, let us put away 

anger, and malice, and evil fpealdng; 

•*^Ict us fly ail clamour and ftrife;— 

let us be kindly afficfted one to another, 

6 



SERMON XLI. 211 

' — following peace with all men, and 
holinef^, that we may fee the Lord* 

Which God of his infinite mercy 
grant, through the merits of his Son, 
our Lord and Saviour* Amen. 
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Searph the Scriptures. 



ST. JOHN r. 39, 
Search the Scriptures. 

nn HAT thinjgs of the moft incftimable 
^ ufc and value, for want of due 
application and ftudy laid out upon 
them, may be paiTed by unregarded, 
nay^ even looked upon with coldnefs and 
aversion, is a truth too evident to need 
enlarging on.r— Nor is it lefs certain 
that prejudices, contrafiked by an un- 
happy education, will fometimes fo flop 
up all the pafTages to pur hearts, that 
the' moft amiable obje<Sts can never find 
accefs, or bribe us by all their charms 
into juflice and impartiality.— -It would 
be pafling the tendereft refledion upon 
the age we live in, to fay it is owing to 
one of thefe, that thofe ineflimable 
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books, the Sacred Writings, meet fo 
often with a difreliih (what makes the 
accufatiph almolt incredible) ^mongfi: 
perfons who fet up for men of tafle and 
delicacy j who pretend tp b^ charmed 
with what they call beauties and nature 
in claflical authors, and in other things 
would bluih nqt to be reckoned amongft 
found and impartial criti.cs* — But fo far 
has negligence and prepofleifion flopped 
i^ph ears ag^inft the vpicc of ^e 
f:h?rmer, that jliey tyrn over thofe aw- 
fu^ facre4 pag^s with in^ttenttQii and 
Sffi mibepomiag indifference, waffefted 
^midji ten thoufand fublipie ai:\4 npbl^ 
pafl^ges, whicb> by the rul^; of fpuQd 
fifUv:i(m aqd reafon, may be dc^i^pn^ 
ftr^te^ to be truly cbquent and beaur 

Indeed the opinipn of falfe Greel;; 
and barbarous langiaagc, in the Old and 
JJew Teftamei^t, had, for fome agcs^ 
^Qf^n a ftumbling-block to apother fct 
of mep, who were profeflcdly grca^ 
rpgicjer^ and admirers of the ancients.— 
Tl^e 8acr?4 Writwgs were, by thcfq 
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perfons, ruddy attacked on ^U fides } 
e^preffions which came not within the 
cointpafs of their learning, were branded 
^ith harbarifm and folccifin; words 
M^hicb fcarce fignified any thing but the 
ignorance of thofc who laid fuch ground- 
kfs. charges on them, — Prefumptuotis 
nian !^*^Shaii he, who is but duft and 
aihes, dare ito ^d fault with the words 
Xif that Being, who firft infpired man 
vith language^ and taught his qiouth tp 
fitter ;-^ii4u) opeived the lips pf the dumb, 
and made the infant eloquent |> — Thef^ 
laicrfons, . as they attacked the iufpred 
yrrkingfi on the foot of critics and men 
of learning, accordingly have been 
treated as f(ich :«-**and tho^ a fliorter way 
fixight have i^een gone to woiic, which 
was, — that as (heir accufations reached 
60 farther than the bare words and 
pbrafeology of t^ie Bible, they, in po 
wife, afieded the fentiments and found* 
nefs of the dodrines, which were con- 
veyed with ^s much cieamefs and per- 
fpicuity to mankind, as they could have 
been, had the language be^n writtei^ 
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with the utmoft elegance and gramma- 
tical nicety. And even though the 
charge of barbs^rous idioms could be 
made out ; — ^yct the caufe of chriftianity 
was thereby no ways aflFcded, but re- 
mained juft in the ftate they found it.— 
Yet, unhappily for them, they even 
mifcarried in their favourite point; — 
there being few, if any at aU, of the 
Scripture cxprcffions, which may pot be 
juftified by numbers of pi^rallel modes 
of fpeaking, made iife of amongft the 
pureft and moil authentic Greek au^ 
thors.— This, an able hand amongft us, 
not many years ago, has fufficiently 
inade out, and thereby, baffled and ex** 
pofed all their prefumptuous and ridi- 
culous affertiops.— Thefe perfoiis, bad 
jand deceitful as they were,' are yet far 
outgone by a third fet of men, — I wift 
we had not too many inftances of them, 
V(ho, like foul ftomachs, that turn the 
fweeteft food to bitternefs, upon all oc- 
cafions endeavour to make merry with 
iacred Scripture, and turn every thing 
•^bey meet-^ith therein iijto banter and 
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burklque. — But as men of this (lampy 
by their excefs of wickednefs and wcak- 
ncfs together, have entirely difarmed us 
from arguing with them as reafonablc 
creatures, it is not only making them 
too confiderable, but likewife to no 
purpofe to fpend much time about 
them ; they being, in the language of 
the Apoftle,*> creatures of no underftand- 
ing, fpeaking/^^evil of things they know 
not, and fhall utterly pcrifti in their 
own corruption. — Of thefe two laft, the 
one is difqualified for being argued 
with, and the other has ne occafion for 
it; they being already filenced.— Yet 
thofe that were firft mentioned, may 
not altogether be thought unwbtthy of 
our endeavours ;— being perfons, as was 
hinted above, who, though their taftea 
?ire fo fai; vitiated that they cannot relifli 
the Sacred Scriptures, yet have imagi- 
nations capable of being raifed by the 
fancied excellencies of claflical writers. 
—And indeed thefe perfons claim from 
ps feme degree of pity, when, through 
jbe unik^f:^InJ?fs pf pj-eccptors in their 
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youth, or fome other imhappy cixc^rn* 
fiance in their education, they have beeq 
l^ught to form falfe and wretcjicd np^ 
tions of good writing. — When this is 
the cafe, it is no wonder they (houl4 
he more touched and affe^d with the 
4refled-up trifles . and empty conceit^ 
.of poets and rhetoricians, than they are 
.with that true fublimity >and grandeur 
pf fentiment which glo\v^rrthropghout 
/every page of the infpired writings.—^ 
By way of information, fuch fliould be 
IQ)S:ru<5ted :— 

There are two forts of eloquence^ 
the one indeed fcarce defcrvcs the name 
of it, which coniifts chiefly in laboure4 
and poIi(hed periods, an oyer-curious^ 
and artificial arrangement of figuresi^ 
tinferd over with a gaudy cmbellifli- 
ment of words, which glitter, but conn 
vey little or no light to the \inderftand- 
ing.'p^This kind of writing is for the 
moft part much aflfeaed and admired 
by people of weak judgment and vi- 
cious taftc, but is a piece of aflfeaation^ 
and formality the facred writers are ut- 
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f ef ftrsinger^ to.— It is a vain gnc} boy* 

ifli eloquence ; and as it has alway$ 

l^^en cft^^med below the gre^t geniufet 

jof ^U ages, fo much mprc lb, with rCf 

fp^.ft to thofc writers who were $i£tuate4 

Jby thiS fpirit of infiqitp wifdom, and there^ 

fpre wrote with th^t force and majefty 

IViitli whi^h nevpr m^n writ.— The other 

fort of eloquence is quite the reverfc to 

|his, ^n4 yfhWh may be faid tp be the 

txijp chara^er jftic of the holy Scriptures ; 

9ihcT^ thp e«cielknec does not arife from 

a laboured and. farrfetcbcd elocution^ 

b»l frPift » forprifing mi^fturc of fim- 

plicity and majefty, which is a double 

l^hitr^^er, fo , difiicuk to be united, that 

jyt ■ is f^ldgm to \>^ met with in compos 

fuicms merely human. — Wq fee nothing 

in hply writ of affcdation and fuperT 

fluaus ornamignt. — ^As the infinite wife 

Sping has condcfcended to ftoop to our 

language, thereby to cotnycy to us the 

light of revelatipn, fo has he been 

plp^fed gracipwjay to accommodate it to 

uj$ with the moft natural and grace* 

ful plainncfs ij; would admit of— Now, 
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it is obfcrvable that the moil excellent 
prophane authors, whether Greek or 
Latin, lofe moil of their graces when* 
ever we find them literally tranilated.-*- 
Homer*s famed reprefentation of Ju- 
piter, in his firil book;-— his cried-up 
defcription of a tempeil ; — his relation 
of Neptune's fliaking the earth, and 
opening it to its center ; — his defcrip- 
tion of Pallas's horfes; with numbers 
of other long-iince adtnired paflages,^- 
flag, and almoil vanifh away, in the 
vulgar Latin tranilation. 

Let any one but take the psuns to read 
.the common Latin interpretation of Vir- 
gil, Theocritus, or even of Pindar, and 
one may venture to aiErm he will be 
able to trace out but few remains of 
the graces which charmed him fq much 
in the original.— The natural conclufioii 
from hence is, that in the claflical au- 
thors, the expreffion, the iweetnefs of 
the numbers, occaiioned by a mufical 
placing of words, conilitute a great part 
of their beauties ; — whereas, in the Sa- 
ffted Writings, they confill more in the 
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greatncfs of the things thcmfclvcs, than 
in the words and expreffions, — The 
ideas and conceptions arc fo great and 
lofty in their own nature, that they nc- 
ceffarily appear magnificent in the molt 
artlefs drefs«— -Look but into the Bible, 
and we fee them fhine through the moft 

fimple and literal tranflatioi^e — 'I^^Lt 
glorious defcription which Moi^ gives 
of the creation of the heavens and the 
earth, which Longinus, the beft critic 
the eaftern world ever produced, was fo 
jufUy taken with, has not loft the leafl: 
whit of its intrinfic worth ; and though 
it has undergone fo many tranilations, 
yet triumphs over all, and breaks forth 
with as much force and vehemence as 
in the original. — Of this ft amp are 
^ numbers of palfages throughout the 
Scriptures ;•— inftance, that celebrated 
defcription of a tempeft in the hundred 
and feventh pfaim ; thofe beautiful re- 
flexions of holy Job, upon the fliort* 
ne(s of life, and inftability of human 
aflfairs, fo judicioufly appointed by our 
church in her office for the burial of 
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the dead ; — that litcly defenptiori of a 
horfe of war, in the thifty-^mnth chap* 
l€r of Job, in which, ftom the 19th to 
th^ 26th vcrfc^ there is fcarce a word 
which does iiot merk a particulslr tJL^ 
plication to difplay ffie beauties of.*^I 
ttught add to thefe, thofe tender and 
patbq||M|:&pOiluIations with the children 
*f ifrael, which run througbont all thie, 
j^ophets, which the mofl tincritical 
teader can fcarce help being atfeiSted with. 
And now, O inhabitants . of Jerufah 
lem, and men of Judab, judge, I praj 
yt>% betwixt me and thy vi^iteyard.— 
What could have been done itiorc to my 
vineyard that I have not done ? — where- 
fore, when I expeded that it fhoiild bring- 
forth grapes, brought it forth wiM grapes? 
•«^aind yet, ye fay, the way of the Lord is? 
unequal.— Hear now, O hottfe of If- 
rtel, — is not my yray equal? — are not 
your ways ttnequal? — have I any plcai- 
fure at all that the wicked (hould dSe, and 
not that he fhould return from hfe ways 
and live ? — I have notirifhed and brought 
lip chiidten, a!nd they ba^e rebdfcd 
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ttgainft mc. — ^Thc ox knows his oirher^ 
and the afs his mafter's crib ; — but IC- 
rael doth not know, my people doth 
not confidcr* — There h nothing in dU 
the eloquence of the heathen world 
comparable to the vivacity and tender-^ 
nefs of thcfe reproaches 5 — there' is fome^' 
thing in them fo thoroughly affe£l:iltg'^ 
and fo noble and fublime withal, that! 
one might challenge the writings of 
th^ moft celebrated orators of antiquity 
to produce any thing like them* — Thefe 
obfervations upon the fuperiority of the 
in^ired penmen to heathen ones, in 
that which regards the compofitioit 
more coufpicuoufly^ hold good when 
they are confidered upon the foot of 
hiftorians.— Not to mention that pro- 
phane hiftories give an account only of 
huinan apchievcments and tcmppral 
cventSj which, for the moft part, arc 
fo full of uncertainty and contradic- 
tions, that we are at a lofs where to 
feek for truth; — but that the facred 
htftory is the hiftory of G^!> himfelf, 
—the hiftory of his omnipotence and 
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infinite wifdom^ his univerfal prdvi- 
dencje, his juftice and mercy, and all 
his btber attributes, difplayed under a 
thoufend different forms, by a fcries of 
the mod various and wonderful events 
that >cver happened to any nation^ or 
language: — not to infift upon this vi- 
fible fuperiority in facred hiftory,— 
there is yet another undoubted excel- 
lence the prophane hiftorians feldom ar- 
rive at, which is almoft the diftinguifh- 
ing charafter of the facred ones j napie* 
ly, that unaffeded, artlefs manner of 
relating hiftorical faSs,— which is fo 
intirely of a piece with every other part 
of the holy writings. — What I mean 
will be beft made out by a few inftan- 
ccs. — In the hiftory of Jofeph (which 
ccrt2unly is told with the greatcft vari- 
ety of beautiful and affedting circum- 
ftances), when Jofeph makes himfelf 
known, and weeps aloud upon the neck 
of his dear brother Benjamin, that all 
the houfe of Pharaoh heard him;—- at 
that inftant, none of his brethren are 
introduced as uttering aught, either to 
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fexprefs their prefcnt joy, or palliate 
their former injuries to him. — On ail 
fides, there immediately enfues a deep 
and folemn filence; — a filence infinitely 
more eloquent . and expreiSve, than any. 
thing elfe cduld have been fubftitutcd. 
in its place. — Had Thucydides, Hero- 
dotus, Livy, or any of the celebrated 
claffical hiftorians, been employed ^ in 
writing this hiftory, when they came to 
this point, they would, doubtlefe, have 
exhaufted all their fund of eloquence 
in furnifhing Jofeph's brethren with la- 
boured and iludied harangues; which, 
however fine they might have been in 
themfelves, would neverthelefs have been 
unnatural, and ^altogether improper on 
the occalion; — For when fuch a variety 
of contrary paffions broke in upon them, 
—what tongue was able to utter their 
hurried and diftrafted thoughts? — When 
remorfe, furprife, fhame, joy and grati- 
tude ftruggled together in their bolbms, 
how uneloqucntly would their lips have 
performed their duty? — how unfaithful- 
ly their tongues have fpoken the language 
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of their hea:rtsf — J-Iri this cafe; filence was 
truly eloquent 'arid natural, and tears ex- 
prefled what oratory was incapable of. 

If ever thefe perfons I hav6 been ad- 
drefling myfelf to^ can be perfuaded ta 
follow the advice in the text, of fearch- 
ing the Scriptures, — the work of their 
falvation will be begun upon its true 
ifbundation. — ^For, firft, they will infen- 
fibly be led to admire the beautiful pro- 
priety of their language : — when a fa- 
vourable opinion is conceived of this, 
next, they will more clofcly attend to 
the goodnefs of the moral, and the pu- 
rity and foundhefs of the dodlrines.— 
The pleafure of reading will ftill be in- 
creafed, by that near concern which they 
will find themfelves to have in thofe ma- 
ny important truths, which they will fee 
fo clearly demonftrated in the Bible, 
that grand charter of our eternal happi- 
nefs. — It is the fate of mankind, too 
often, to fcem infenfible of what they 
may enjoy at the eafieft rate,. — What 
might not our neighbouring Romifli 
countries, who groan under the yoke of 
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popiOi impofitions and prifcftcraftj what 
might not thofe poor mifguided crea^ 
tures givci for the happincfs which we 
know not how to value,~of being born 
in a country where a church is cftablifh- 
jed by our laws, arid encouraged by our 
princes ;— which not only allows the free 
ftudy of the Scriptures, but even ex-* 
horts and invites us to it;>— ^a church 
that is a ftranger to the tricks and arti- 
fice of having the Bible in an unknown 
tongue, to give the greater latitude to 
the defigns of the clergy, in impofmg 
their own trumpery, and foifting in 
whatever may beft ferve to aggrandi;2e 
themfelves, or enflave the wretches 
committed to their truft. — In ffiort, our 
rcUgion was not given us to raife out 
imaginations with ornaments of words, 
or ftrokes of eloquence j -but to purify 
our hearts, and lead us into the paths of 
rjghtcoufncfs««— ^However, not to defend 
ourfelves, — when the attack is principal- 
ly levelled at this point, — might give 
occafion to our adverfaries^ to triumph, 
and charge us either with negligence or 

0^2 
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inability. — It is well known how willing 
the enemies of our religion are to feek 
occafions againft us ; — bow . ready to 
magnify every mote in our eyes to the 
bignefs of a beam ) — how eager, upon 
the leaft default^ to infuk and cry out^ 
—-There, there i fd ?would we have it: 
—not, perhaps, that we are fo much 
the fubjeft of malice and averfion, but 
that the licentious age fcems bent upon 
bringing chriftianity into difcredit at any 
rate; and, ' rather than mils the aim^ 
would ftfike through the fides of thofc 
that are fent to teach it.— Thank God, 
the truth of our holy religion is efta- 
bliflied with fuch ftrcmg evidence, that 
it refts upon -a foundation never to be 
overthrown, either by the open affauks 
or canning devices of wicked and de- 
figning men*. — The part we have to aft 
is to be fteady, fober, and vigilant ; to 
be ready to every good work; to re- 
prove, rebuke^ and exhort with all long- 
fuffering; to give occafion of oflFence to 
no man; tliat, with well-doing, we 
may put to filence the ignorance of fool- 
ifli men. 
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I fliall clofe all with that excellent col* 
left of our church :— 

Bleffcd Lord, who has caufed all holy 
Scriptures to be written for our learning, 
— grant that we may. in fuchwife hear 
them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly 
digeft them, that,;6y patience and com- 
fort of thy holy word, we may embrace, 
and ever hold faft, the bleffed hope of 
cverlafting life, which thou haft given 
us in thy Son, our Saviour, Jefus 
Chrift. 

Now to God the Father, &c. 
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PSALM XCV. 6, 7. 

O come let us worfhip and fall down before him :- 



foi' he is the Lord our God.' 



T N this pfalm we find holy David taken 
•*• up with the pious contemplation of 
God's infinite power, majefty, and 
greatnefs : — he confiders him as the fa- 
vereign Lord of the whole earth, the 
maker and fiipportcr of all things ;— 
that by him the heavens were created, 
and all the hoft of them ; that the earth 
was wifely fafliioned by his hands; — he 
has founded it upon the feas, and efta- 
bliflied it upon the floods : — that we 
likewife, the people of his pafture, were 
raifed up by the fame creating hand, 
from nothing, to the dignity of rational 
creatures, made, with refped to our rea- 
fon and underftanding, after his own 
moft perfect image. 

<L4 
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It was natural to imagine that fuch a 
contcmplatibn would light up a flame of 
devotion in any grateful man's bread; 
and accordingly we find it break forth 
in the words of the tesct, in a kind of re- 
ligious rapture: 

O come let us worfhip and fall dowa 
before him: — ^for he is the Lord our 
God. 

Sure never exhortjttion to prayer and 
worfliip can be better enforced than upon 
this principle,— that God is the caufc 
and creator of all things;— that each 
individual being is upheld in the ftation 
it was firft placed, by the fame hand 
"which firft formed it ; — that all the 
blefliings and advantages, wHich are ne- 
ceffary to the happinefs and welfare of 
beings on earth, are only to be derived 
from the lame foun tarn ;— and that the 
only way to do it, is to fccure an intereft 
in his favour, by a grateful expreflion 
of our fenfe for the benefits we have re- 
ceived, and a humble dcpendance upon 
him for thofe we expeft and ftand in 
want of.— Whom liave we in heaven, 
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fays the Pfalmift, but thee, O God, to 
look unto or depend on ; — to whom ihall 
we pour out our complaints, and fpeak 
of all our wants and neceffities, but. to 
thy goodnefs, which is ever willing to 
confer upon us whatever becomes us to. 
alk, and thee to grant ;— becaufc thou 
haft promifed to be nigh unto all that 
call upon thee, — yea, iinto all fuch as 
call upon, thee faithfully; — that thou 
wilt fulfil the defire of them that fear 
thee, that thou wilt alfo hear their cry, 
and help them. 

Of all duties, prayer certainly is the 
fweeteft and moft eafy, — There are fome 
duties which may« Jeem to occafion a 
troublefome oppofition to the natural 
workings of flefti and blood ; — fuch as 
the forgivcnefs of injuries, and the love 
of our enemies ; — others, which will 
force us unavoidably into a perpetual 
ftruggle with our paffions, — which war 
againft the foul; — fuch as chaftity,— 
temperance, — humility^ — There are o- 
ther virtues, which fecm to bid us for- 
get our prefent intereft for a v^hile,-^ 
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fuch as charity and generofity j — others, 
that teach us to forget it at all times, 
and wholly to fix our afFe(5lions on things 
above, and in no circumftance to a£b 
like men that look for a continuing city 
here, but upon one to come, whofe 
builder and maker is GoDi — But this 
duty of prayer and thankfgiving to Goo 
-—has no fuch oppofitions to encounter ; 
•—it takes no bullock out of thy field,— 
no horfe out of thy ftable, — nor he-goat 
out of thy fold ; — it cofteth no wearinefs 
of bones, no untimely watchirtgs ; — it 
requireth no ftrength of parts, or pain- 
ful fludy, but juft to know and have a 
true fenfe of our dependance, and of the 
tnercies by which we are upheld : — and 
with this, in every place and poftu?-c of 
body, a good man may lift up his foul 
unto the Lord his God. 

Indeed, as to the frequency of putting 
this duty formally in praftice, as the 
precept muft ncceffarily have varied ac- 
cording to the di^erent itations in which 
God has placed us ; — fb he has been 
pleafed to determine nothing precifely 
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concerning it :- for, pertisips, it would 

be unreafonable to expeft that the day- 
labourer, or he that fupports a numerous 
family by the fweat of his brow, fliould 
fpcnd as much of his time in devotion, 
as the man of leifure and unbounded 
wealth. — This, however, in the gener^li 
may hold good, that we a^e bound to 
pay this tribute to God, as often as bis 
providence has put an opportunity into 
our hands of fo doing ; — provided lihat 
no plea, drawn from the neceffary at?* 
tcntion to the affairs of the world, which 
many men's fituations oblige them to, 
may be fuppofed to extend to an excmp-^ 
tion from paying their . morning and 

evening facrifice to God. For it 

fcems to be the Icaft that can be done to 
anfwer the . demand of our duty in this^ 
point,-— fucceflively to open and fhut up 
the day in prayer and thankfgiving j-^ 
fince ther^ is not a morning thou rifefl, 
or a night thou lieft down, but thou art 
indebted for it to the watchful provi* 

dcnce of Almighty God. ^David and 

Panic], whofe names are recorded in 
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Scripture for future example : — the firft, 
though a mighty king» embarraffed with 
wars abroad, and unnatural difturbances 
at home ; a (ituation, one would think, 
would allow little time for any thing but 
his own and his kingdom's fafety ; — yet 
found he Icifurc to i^rzyfeven times zd^zy : 
-r-the latter, the counfellor and firft mi- 
nifter of ftatc to the great Ncbuchad* 
tiezzar; and, though perpetually fa- 
tigued with the affairs of a mighty king- 
dom, and the government of the whole 
province of Babylon, which was com- 
mitted to* his adminiftration j — though 
near the perfon of an idolatrous king, 
and amidft the temptations of a luxurious 
court,— —yet never neglcAcd he hi^ 
God ; but, as we read, — he kneeled 
upon his knees three times a day, and 
prayed, and gave thanks before him. 

A frequent correfpondence with hea- 
ven, by prayer and devotion, is the 
greateft nourifliment and fupport of fpi- 
ritual life : — it keeps the fenfe of a God 

warm and lively within us, which 

fccures our difpofition, and fets fucb 
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guards over us, that hardly will a tempt* 

ation prevail againft us. Who. can 

entertain a bafe or an impj^re thought^ 
or think of executing it, who is incef* 
fantly converfing vsritb liis God ? — or not 
defpife every temptation this lower world 
can offer him, when, by his conftant 
addrcffcs before the throne of God*s ma* 
jefty, he brings the glorious profpcd of 
heaven perpetually before his eyes ? 

I cannot help here taking notice of 
the doftrincrof thofe who would refolvc 
all devotion into the inner man, and 
think that there is nothing more rcquifite 
to exprefs our reverence to God, but 

purity ,and integrity of heart, unac* 

companied. either with words or a&ions; 
—To this opinion it may be juftly an- 
fwered, that, in the prefent ftate we are 
in, we find fuch a ftrong fympathy and 
union between 6ur fouls and bodies, that 
t;^e one; cannot be touched or fcnfibly af- 
iedled, without producing fome corre* 
fponding emotion in* the other. — Nature 
has- afligned a different look, tone of 
voice, . and gcfture, peculiar to every 
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paiiion and afFedion we are fubjedl to ; 
and, therefore, to argue againft this 
StriGt correipondence which is held be^- 
tween our fouls and bodies,^*— is difputing 
againft the frame and mechanifni of hu* 
man nature.— We arc not angels, but 
men clothed with therr bodies, and in fonie 
meafure, governed by our imaginations, 
that we have need of all thefe external 
helps which nature has made the inter- 
Jiretefs of our thoughts.— And, no 
doubt, though a virtuous and a good 
li& are more acceptable in* the fight of 
God, than cither prayer or thiinkfgiv- 

ing ; for behold, to obey is better 

than facrifice; :and to hearken, than 
the fat of rams ;*.i-^— neverthclefs, as the 
one ought to be done, fo the other 
ought not, by ahy means, td be left un* 
done.— As God is to be obeyed, — fo he 
is to be worlhipped alfo. — For although 
inward holinefs and integrity of heart is 
the ultimate end of the divine difpenfa^ 
tions ; yet external religion is a cer- 
tain means of^ promoting it. Each of 

them] has its juft bounds ;->-and there- 
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fore, as we would not be fo carnal as 
merely to reft contented with the one, — 
fo neither can we pretend to be fo fpi- 
ritual as to negleA the other. 

And though God is alKwife, and 
therefore underftands our thoughts afar 
oflF, — and knows ^ the exa£l: degrees of 
our tove and reverence to him, though 
we fhould withhold thoib dutward marki 
of it;— yet.GdD himfelf Was been grsi- 
cioufly plcafed to command us to pray 
to him;-^that we might beg the affift^ 
ance of his grace to work with us 
againft our own infirmities; — that we 
might jfcknowledge him * to be, what he 
is, the fupreme Lord of the whole 
world; — that we might teftify the fenfc 
we have of all his mercies and loving kind- 
nefs to uSj-and confefs that he has the pro- 
priety of every thing we enjoy, — tfhat the 
earth is the Lord*s, and the fulnefs thereof. 
• Thus much of this duty of prayer in 
general. — From every individual it may 
be reafonably expefted, ' frohi a bare re- 
flexion upon his own ftation, his per- 
fonal wants, and the daily bleffings 
which he has received in particular j— . 
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but, for thofe blefEngs bcftowed upon 
the whole fpecies in common, -»-reafon 
feems father to require, that a joint re* 
turn fliould be miide by as many of the 
fpecies as can conveniently affemble to- 
gether for this religious purpofe, — From 
hence arifes, hkcwife, the reafonable- 
nefs of public worfhip, and facred places 
fet apart fpr that purpofe ; without 
which, it would be very difficult to 
preferyc that fenfe of God and religion 
iipon the minds of men, which is io ne- 
ceffary to their well-being, confidered 
oi>ly as a civil fociety, and w;th regard 
to the ptirpofcs , of this life, and the in- 
fluence which a juft fenfe of it muft 
have upon their afltions. — Befides, men, 
who are united in focieties, can have no 
other cement to unite them likewife in 
religious ties, as well as in mariners of 
worfhip and points of faith, but the in- 
ftitution of folemn times and public 
places deftined for that ufe. 
. And it is not to be queflioncd, that if 
the time, as well as place, for fcrving 
God, were once confidered as indiffer- 
ent, and left fo far to every man's choice 
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as to have no calls to public prayer^* 
however a fenfc of religion might be 
prefcrVed a while by a few fpcculativc 
men, yet that the bulk of mankind 
would lofe all knowledge of it, and in 
time Jive without God in the world.— 
Not that private prayer is t^jc lefs our 
duty, the contrary of which is proved 
above ; and our Saviour fays, that when 
we pray to God in fccret, we fliall 
be rewarded openly; — ^but that prayers 
which are publicly offered up in God's 
houfe, tend more to the glory of God, 
and the benefit of ourfelvcs:— — for this 
reafon, that they are prefumed to be 
performed with greater attention and fe* 
rioufnefs, and therefore moft likely to be 
heard with a more favourable acceptance* 
—And for this, one might appeal to 
every man's breaft, whether he has not 
been afiedted with the moft elevated 
pitch of devotion, when he gave thanks 
in the great congregation of the faints, 
and praifed God amongft much people? 
Of this united worlhip there is a 
glorious defcription which St* Joha 

VOL. YllU R 
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gives us, ill the Revelations, virhcre he 
.iuppofcs the whole univerfe jpining toge- 
ther, itt their fevcral capacities, tp give 
^lory in this manner to their common 
Xord. — ^Every creature which was in 
heaven, and on earth, and under the 
Qltrth, and i\Jt(Ai as were in the feas, and 
all that were in them, heard % crying, 
^-Ble0ing, and honour, and ^oty, and 
power, be mito him that ikteth i^on the 
throne* 

But here it may he afted, that if 
public worfhip tj9nd3 ib much to pro- 
mote the glpry of GoD,~-and \s what is 
ib: indifp^nfably the duty, and benefit of 
every chriftian ftate,— — how caime it tqf 
P%r$, that our blefled Saviour left no 
comntiand to his foUowers*, throughout 
the gofp(], to fet up public places of 
worihip, and keep them facred for that 
purpofe ?— — It may be anfwered,^— that 
the n&cefltty of fetting apar(^ places for 
divine worCbip, and the holinefs of them^ 
when thus fet apart,^ feemed already to* 
have been fo well eftabhflied by former 
revelation, as not to need any exprefsr 
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|)rccept upon that fubjeft : — for though 
the particular appointment of the tem- 
ple^ and the confinement of worfhip to 
that place alone, were only temporary 
parts of the Jewifli covenant; yet the 
neceffity and duty of having places fome- 
tvhere folemnly. dedicated to God carried 
a moral reafon with itj and therefore 
xvas not aboliflicd with the ceremonial 
part of the law, — Our Saviour came not 
to deftroy, but to fulfil the law;-i-and 
therefote the moral precepts of it, which 
promoted a due regard to the divine 
Majeftyj remained in as full force as 
ever* — And accordingly we find it at- 
teftedj both by chriftian and heathen 
writers, that fo foon as the fecond cen- 
tury, when the number of believers was 
much increafed, and the circumftances 
of rich converts enabled them to do it, 
—that they began to creft edifices for 
divine worfhip ; — and though, under the 
frowns and opprcffion of the civil power, 
they every Sabbath affcmbled themfelves 
therein, that with one heart and one lip 
they might declare whofc they were, and 
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whom they fcrved, and, as the fervaM^ 
of one Lord, might offer up their joint 
prayers and petitions. 

I wi(h there was no reafon to lament 
aft abatement of this religious zeal 
amongft chriftiafns of later days. — > 
Though the piety of our forefatheFS 
feemS) in a great meafure, to have de- 
prived us of the merit of building 
churches for the fervice of GoDv there 
can be no fuch plea for not frequenting 
them in a regular and folemn manner. 
—How often do people abfent them- 
felves (when in the utmoft diftrefs how 
to difpofe of themfelves) from church, 
even upon thofe days which are fet apart 
for nothing elfe but the worfliip of God ; 
•— when, to trifle that day away, or ap- 
ply any portion of it to fecular concerns, 
is a facrilege almoft in the literal fenfe of 
the word* 

From this duty of public prayer arifcfi 
another, which I cannot help fpeaking 
of, it being fo dependant upon it;— t 
mean a ferious, devout, and refpcSful 
behaviour, when we are performing this 
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folemn duty in the houfe of God. — 
This is furcly the leaft that can be nc- 
cel&ry in the immediate prefence of the 
Sovereign of the world, upon whofe ac- 
ceptance of our addreffes all our prc- 
fcnt and future happinefs depends. 

External behaviour is the refult of in- 
ward reverence, and is therefore part of 
our duty to God, whom we are to wor- 
ship in body as well as fpirit. 

And as no one ihould be wanting in 
outward refpeft and^decorum before an 
earthly prince or fuperior, much lefs 
ihould we be fo before him, whom the 
]beaven of heavens cannot contain. 

Notwithftanding the obvioufnefs of 
this branch of duty,— it feems often to 
be little underftood ; — and whoever will 
take 'a general furvey of church beha- 
viour, will often meet with fcenes of 
fad variety. — What a vein of indolence 
and indevotion fometimes feems to run 
throughout whole congregations ! — what 
ill-timed pains do fome take in putting 
on an air of gaiety and indiflFerence in 
the mQfl inter efting parts of thi^ duty, 

^ 3 
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^ — even when they are making confeffion 
of their fins, as if they were aihamed 
to be thought ferious with their God ! 
—Surely, to addrefs ourfelyes to his in- 
finite Majefty after a negligent and dif- 
paflionate manner, befides the immedi- 
ate indignity offered, it is a fad fign we 
little confider the bleffings we alk for, 
and far lefs defervc them.— Befides, 
what is a prayer, unlefe our heart and 
jtffeftions go along with it ? — It is not 
fo much as the ihadow of devotion j, 
and little better than the papifts telling 
their beads, — or honouring God with 
their lips, when their hearts arc far 
from him. — The qonfideration that a 
perfon is come to proftrate himfelf be- 
fore the throne of high heaven, and in 
that place which is particularly diftin- 
guifhed by his prefence, is fufficicnt in-? 
difcement for any one to watch ovei: 
his imagination, and guard againfl: thq 
leaft appearance of levity and difrc- 
fpea. . ' 

An inward fincerity will of courfc ia^ 
fluence th^ outward dpportmcntj bn( 
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where the one is wanting, there is great 
reafon to fufpcQ: the abfence of the 
other, — I own it is poflible, and often 
happens, that this external garb of re- 
, ligion may be worn, when there is Ut- 
ile within of a piece with it ; — but I 
believe the converfe of the propofition 
can never happen to be true, that a 
truly religious fr^me of mind Ihould e:^- 
^ft without feme outward mark of it.— 
The mind ^iU fliine through the veil of 
flelh which cio.vers it^ and naturally ex- 
prefs its religious difpofitions ;— and, if it 
poffeffes the power of godlinefs,— will 
have the external form of it too. 

May God g,rant jus to be defe£live in 
neither, — but that we hiay fo praife and 
magnify God on earth,-rthat )vhcn he 
Cometh, at the laft day, with ten thou- 
fand of his faints in heaven, to judge 
the world, we may be partakers of thf ir 
cjternal inheritance. Amen, 
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The Ways of Providence juftified, tq 

M^n. 



Sdkold Ibefe are the ungodly who profper In the worl<i| 
they increaieJn riches. 

Verily I have clean&d my heart in yain, and waihed my 
hands iiv innocency. 

THIS complaint of the Pfadmift's con- 
cerning the promifcuous diftribu*' 
tion of God's blef&ngs to the juft and 
unjuft, — that the furi (hould Ihihe with^ 
out diftinftion upon the good anithe 
bad)— and rains defcend upon the ^tght^ 
cpus and unrighteous man, — is i fub- 
jeft that has aflForded much matter for 
inquiry, and at one time or other has 
raifed doubts to diihearten and perplex 
the :minds of men. If the fpvereign 
Lord of all the earth does look on^ 
whence fo much diforder in the face o^ 
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things ?— why is it permitted, that wife 
and good men Ihoi^ld be left often a prey 
(o fo maay miferles ^nd diflrelS^s of life, 
— whilft' the guilty ?ind fooUfh triumph 
in their offences, and even ^h^ taberna^r 
cles of robbers profper ? 

To this it is anfwered.-^that there- 
fore there is a future ftate of rewards 
and punifhincnts to take place after fhis 
life, — wherein all thefe inequalities ftall 
be made even, where the circumftances 
of every man's cafe ihall be confickred, 
and where God (hall be juftificd in all 
his ways,, and every m^uth fhall bq 
ftopt-. 

If this was not fo, — if the ungodly 
were to profper in the world, and have 
riches in pofTpffion, — and no diftin^iou 
to be made hereafter, — to what purpofe 
would it have been to have maintained 
pur integrity ?— Lo ! then, Indeed, fhould 
I have clcanf(?d my heart in vain, an4 
waflied my hands in innocency. 

It is farther faid, and what is a morq 
direft anfwer to the point,— —that when 
God created map, that he might make 
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Jaim capable of receiving happinefs at 
his hands hereafter, — he endowed him 
with liberty and freedom of choice, with- 
out which he couid not have been a 
creature accountable for his aflions ; 
/ ■ that it is merely from the bad ufe 
he makes of thefe gifts, — that all thofc 
inftances of irregularity do refult, upon 
which the complaint is here grounded, 
— ^which could no ways be prevented, 
but by the total fubveriion of human 
liberty ; — that fhould God make bare 
his arm, and interpofe on every injuf- 
tice that is ct)mmitted, — mankinti might 
bie faid to do what was right, — but, at 
the fame time, to lofe the merit of it, 
iinee they would aft under force and 
ncceffity, and not from the determina- 
tions of their own mind ; — that, upon 
this fuppofition,— a man could with no 
more reafon expcft to go to heaven for 
afts of temperance, juftice, and huma- 
nity, than for the ordinary impulfes of 
hunger and thirft, which nature direfted 
r-that God has^ dealt with man upon 
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better terms ; — he has firft endowed him 
yrith liberty and free-will ; —he has 
fet life and death » good and evil, before 
him;— that he has given him faculties 
to find out what will be the confequences 
of either way of adting, and then left 
him to take which courfe hi$ reafon and 
diredtion fhall point out, 

I /h§ll defift from enlarging any {hxk 
iher .upon either of the foregoing argu-t 
ments in vindication of God*s provi- 
dence, which arc urged fo often with fo 
much force and conyidipn, a^ to leave 
no room for a reafonablc reply ; — fincc 
tjie miferies which befal the good, and 
the fceming faappinefs of the wicked^ 
could not be otherwife in fuch a free 
ftate and condition as this in which wq 

• • ... 1 '^ 

are placed. 

In all charges of this ki^d, we gene^ 
rjJly take twQ things for granted; — ift. 
That in the inftances we give, we know, 
certainly the good from the bad j— — r 
and, adly. The refpeiftive ftate of thei^ 
enjoyments or fufferings* 
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t fliall therefore, in the remaining pajt 
of my difcourfe, take tip your time with 
a Ihort inquiry into the difficulties of 
coming not only at the true charafters 

of men, ^but likewifc of knowing 

either tiie degrees of their real happi- 
nefs or mifery in this life. 

The firft of thefe will teach us can- 
dour in our judgments of others j — the 
fecond, to which I (hall confine myfelf, 
will teach us humility in our reafonings 
upon the ways of Goo. 

For though the miferies of the good, 
and the profperity of the wicked, are 
not in general to be denied ; — yet I Ihall 
endeavour to fliew, that the particular 
inftances we arc apt to produce, when 
we cry out in the words of the Pfalmift, 
Lo ! thefe arc the ungodly 5— thefe pro- 
fper, and arc happy in the world ; — I 
fay, I fhall endeavour to fliew, that wc 
are fo ignorant of the articles of the 
charge, — and the evidence we go upon 
to make them good i^ fo lame and de- 
feftive,— as to be fufficient by itfelf to 
check all propenfity to expoftulate with 
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God's proridencc, allowing there was? 
no other way of clearing up the riiatter 
reconciieably to his attributes. 

And, firft, — what certain arid infal-. 
lible marks hare we of the goodnefs ot 
badnefs of the bulk of m^kind t 

if we trull to fame and repdrts^-^if 
they are good, how do ive know hut 
they may proceed from partial friendlhip 
or flatttery? — wheri bad, from envy or 
malice, from rll-natured furmifes and 
fconftruftions of things ? — ind, on both 
fides, frorm fmall matters aggrandized 
through miftake, — and fometimes through 
the unlkilful relation of even truth it- 
fclf ? — From fome^ or all of which cau- 
fes, it happens, that the charaders of 
liien, like the hiftories of the Egyptians, 
are to be received and read with caution ; 
—they are generally dreffed out aiid dif- 
figured with fo many dreams and fa-* 
bles, that every ordinary reader fliafl 
not be able to diftinguifh truth from 
falfehood.— But allowing thefc reflec- 
tions to be too fevere in this matter,— 
that no fuch thing as envy ever leflened 

6 
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& man's charadter, or malice blackenc4 
it ; — yet the charaSers of men are not 
cafily penetrated, as they depend pftea 
upon the retired, unfeen, parts of ^ 
man's life. — The beft ind trueft piet/ 
is moft fecret, and the worft of aftionsj, 
for diifferent reafons, will be fo too.-*--* 
Some men are r^odeft, and fcem to takci 
pains, to hide their virtaes ; and, fronpi 
a natural diflance and referve in their 
tampers, fc^^rcc fvffer their good qua^ 
liides to be known : — others, on the con* 
trary, put in. pra^c a thouf^nd little.artiy 
to counterfeit virtues which they have not^ 
-—the better to conceal thofe vices which 
they really have j — andthiiupder fair fliows 
of fandtity^ good-natmre^ generofity, ok 
fomc virtue or other,: — too fpeciotis to 
be feen through^— top apiiable and dif-^ 
intereflied to be fufpeftcd.— Thefe hintjs 
mjiy be fufficient to ^t?p how hsurd it 
is to come at the mattet of fa6t:-^but 
one n>ay go ^ ftep further, — and fay^ 
that even that, in m^ny Cf^fes^ could, we 
come to^ the knowledge of k, is not 
fufficient by itfclf to. pronounce a ma(i. 
cither good or bad* — ^Thcrc are num- 
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bers of circumftahces which attend 
every aftidh of a man's life, whifch can^ 
never tome to the ktioiRrledge of the 
vrorld,-— yet ought to be kndwh, and 
well weighed^ before fcntence with any 
juftice can be paffed upon him.-^A man 
may have different views and a different 
fcnfc of things frdm what his judges 
havd) atid what he underftands and 
feels, dud what paffes within him, may 
be a fecret treafured up deeply there 
for ever.— A man, through bodily infir- 
mity, or fome compleSional defcft, 
which perhaps is not in his power to 
correft, — may be fubjeft to inadverten- 
cies,— to ftarts — and unhappy turns of 
temper ; he may lay open to fnares he 
is not always aware off or, through ig- 
norance and want of information and 
proper helps, he may labour in the 
dark : — in all which cafes he may do 
many things which are wrong in them- 
fclves, and yet be innocent ; — at leaft 
an objeft rather to be pitied than cen- 
fured with fevetity and ill-will. — Thefe 
are difficulties which ftand in every one's 
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way in the forming a judgment of the> 
charafters of others. — But, for once, 
let us fuppofe them all to be got over, 
fo that we could fee the bottom of 
every man's heart;— let us allow that 
the word rogue or honeft man, was 
wrote fo legibly in every man's face, 
that no one coijld poifibly miftake it j— 
yet ftill the happinefs of both the one 
and the other, which is the only faft 
that can bring the charge home, is what 
we have fo little certain knowledge of, 
^—that, bating fon^e flagrant inftances, 

whenever we venture to pronounce 

upon it, our decidons are little more 

than random guefles, For who can 

fearch, the heart of mart? it is 

treacherous even to ourfelves, and 
much more likely to impofe upon 
othera.— Even in laughter (if you will 
believe Solomon) the heart is forrowful j 
the mind Jits drooping^ whilji the 
countenance is gay:—zxiA even he, who 
is the objeft of envy to thofe who look 
no further than the furface of his eftate, 
— may appear at the fame time worthy 
VOL. vin. 3 
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of compaffion to thofe who know hi9 
private recefles. — ^Befides this, a man's- 
unhappin^fs is mot to be afcertained (o 
much^ front what is known to have be-' 

fallen him, as from hi» particular 

turn and caft of mind, and capacity of 

bearing itw—— Poverty, exile, lofe of 

fame or friends, the death of children, 

iikc deareft of all pledges of a man's 

happinefs, make not f qaal^ hnpreflions 

upon every temper^ — ^You will fee ond 

Man ^nklergo^ with fcarce the expence 

©f a figh,— ^what another, in the bitter- 

nefs of bis foul^ would go moorning 

for ait his Sfe long :— nay^ a hafty word,* 

or an ijfnkind look, to a foft and tender 

nature, will ftrike deeper than a fword 

to the hardened and fenfelefs. — If thefc 

refle&ions hold trtie with regard to mif«< 

fortunes?,— they are the fame with regard 

to enjoyments: — we arc formed diffef<^ 

totly,^ — have different taftes^and percep-- 

fions of things ; — by the force of habit, 

education, or a particular caft of mind, 

*-it happens that neither tbe ufe or poiv 

fcffion of the fame enjoyments snd ad- 
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Vantages, produce the fame happine£i 
and contentment} — but that it differ^ 
in every man almoft according to bis 
temper and complexion: — fo thkt the 
felf-fame happy accidents in life, which 
0iall give raptures to the choleric or 
ftinguine man, (hall be received with in* 
difference by the cold and phlegmatic ; 
—and fo oddly perplexed are the ac^ 
counts of both human happineis and 
iniiiery in this worlds— ^that trifles, light 
Eft air, fhall be able to make the hearts 
of fome men (ing for joy^ — at the fame 
time that others, with real bleilings and 
(advantages, without the power of ufing 
them^ have their hearts heavy and dif- 
contented. 

Alas! if the principles of content^ 
xnent afe not within us, — the height o£ 
ftation and worldly grandeur will as foon 
add a cubit to a nian's ftature as to his 
happinefs. 

This will fuggeft to us how little a 
way we have gone towards the proof of 
any man's happinefs, in barely fay- 
ing, Lo! this man pre^rs in <hc 

* 2 
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world,— and this man has riches in po^ 
feflion. 

When a man has got much above us^ 
we take it for granted, — that he fees 
fome glorious profpeds, and feels fome 
mighty pleafurts from his height;— 
whereas, could we get up to him^ it is 
great odds whether we fhould find any 
thing to make us tolerabk amends for 
the pains and trouble of climbing up fo 

high. Nothing, perhaps, but more 

dangers and more troubles ftill^ — and 
fuch a giddincfs of head befides, as to 
make a wife man wifh he was well down 
sigain upon the level. — ^To calculate^ 
therefore, the happinefs of mankind by 
theii: ftations and honours, is the moft 
deceitful of all rules;— —great, no 
doubt, is the happinefs which a moderate 
fortune, and moderate defires^ with a 
confcioufncfs of virtue, will fccurc a 
man. — Many are the filent pleafures of 
the honeft peafant, who rifei cheer&Uy 
to his labour: — look into his dweUing^ 
where the fcenc of every man's 
happinefs chiefly lies ;— he has the fao^c 
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domeftic endearments, — as much joy and 
comfort in his children, — and as flatter- 
ing hopes of their doing well, — to en- 
liven bis hours and glad his heart, as you 
could conceive in the moft affluent fta» 
tion. — And I make no doubt, in gene- 
ral, but if the true account of his joys 
and fuflFerings were to be balanced with 
thofe of his betters, — that the upfliot 
would prove to be little more than this, 
i— ^that the rich man had the more meat, 
—but the poor man the better ftomach ; 
i^the one had more luxury, — more able 
phyficians to attend and fet him to rights; 
—the other, more health and foundnefs 
in his bones, and lefs occafion for their 
help; — that, after thefe two. articles be- 
twixt them were balanced, — in all other 
things they flood upon a level:. — that the 
fun (hincs as warn), — the air blows as 
frefh, and the earth breathes as fragrant, 
upon the one as the other 5 — and that 
they have an equal (hare in all the beau- 
ties and real benefits of nature. — Thefe 
hints, may be fuiEcient to Ibew what I 
propofcd from them,-r-the difficulties 
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which attend us in judging truly eitheti 
of the happinefs or the mifery of th^ 
bulk of mankind, — ^the evidence bekig 
llill more dcfe&ive in (his cafe (as the 
matter of fad is hard to come at) — than 
even in that of judging of their true 
charaders \ of both which, in generals 
ve have fuch imperfedb knowledge, as 
win teach us candour in our determina^ 
(ions upon each other* 

But the main purport of this dif^ 
CQurfe, is, to teach us humility in out 
reafonings ppon the ways pf the Air 
Wgbty. 

That things are dealt uncquidly ia 
this world, is one of the ftrongeft natu- 
ral arguments for a future ftate,— -and 
therefore is not to be overthrown: ne* 
yerthelcfs, — I am perfuadcd the charge * 
as far from being as great as at firft fight 
it may appear ; — or if it is,— that our 
views of things are fo narrow and con- 
ned, that it is not in our power to make 
it good. 

But fuppofc it ptherwife, — that tht 

happinefs and profperity of bad men 

6 
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were a8 great as our general complaints 
make them ; — and, what4s not the cafe» 
•—that we were not able to clear up the 
matter* or anfwer it rcconcileably with 
God's juftice and providence,— what. 
Ihall we infer ? — Why, the moft becom- 
ing conclufion is, that it is one in- 

ftance more, out of mai>y others, of our 

ignorance: why fhoi^lJ th|s, or any 

^ther religiotts di£Kculty he cannot com- 
prehend,«— yhy (hould it alarm him niofe 
Ihan ten thoufand other dif&culties which 
levery d^y flude his mofl: exadt and at- 
tentive fcarch ?— Docs not the meaneft 
^ower in the field, or the foiiaUeil blade 
fA grafs, baifle the underftanding of the 
moft penetrating mind ?— ^an the deep- 
^ inquiries after nature tell us, upon 
what particular fize and motion of parts 
$he various colours and t^ftes of yegC'* 
tables depend ; — why one (hrub is hj^z-^ 
tive, — another reftringent ; — why ^rfenic 
or hellebore Ihould lay wafte this noble 
frame of ours,— or opiun^ lock iip all 
the inroads to our fenfes,— an4 plunder 
118, in fo mercilefs a manner^ of reafon 

» 4 



2^4 SERMON XLIV. 

and underftanding ? — Nay, have not the 
moft obvious things, that come in our 
way, dark fides, which the quickeft 
fight cannot penetrate into ; and do not 
the cleareft and moft exalted under- 
ftandings find themfelves puzzled, and 
at a lofs, in every particle of matter ? " 

Go then, — proiid man ! — and when 
thy head turns giddy with opinions of 
thy own wifdom, that thou wouldft cor- 
reft the meafures of the Almighty, — go 
then, — take a full view of thyfelf in 
this glafs ; — confider thy own faculties, 
how narrow and imperfedt ; — how much 
they are checquered with truth and 
falfehood ; — hoW little arrives at ' thy 
knowledge, and how darkly and con- 
fufedly thou difcerneft even that little as 
in a glafs :— -confider the beginnings and 
endings of things, the grcateft and the 
fmalleft, how they all eonfpire to baffle 
thee ;-■ — and which- way ever thou 
ptofecuteft thy enquiries,— what frefli 
fubjefts of amazement, — and what frefli 
reafons to believe there arc more yet be- 
hind which thou canft never compre- 
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hcnd. — Confider, — thefe are but part of 
his ways j — how little a portion is heard 
of him ? Canft thou, by fearching, find 
out God ? — wouldft thou know the Al- 
mighty to perfedion ? — *Tis as high as 
heaven, What canft thou do ? — 'tis deep- 
er than hell, how canft thoii know it ? 

Could we but fee the myfterious 
workings of Providence, and were we 
able to comprehend the whole plan of 
his infinite wifdom and gpodnefs, which 
poffibly may be the cafe in the final con^ 
fummation of all things; — thofe events, 
which we are now fo perplexed to ac- 
count for, would . probably exalt and 
magnify his wifdom, and make us cry 
out with the Apoftle, in that rapturous 
exclamation, — O! the depth of the riches 
both of the goodnefs and wifdom of 
God !— how unfearchable are his ways, 
and his paths paft finding out i 

Now to God, ^c. 
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The Ingratitude of IfraeK 
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For fo it was,— that the children of Tfrael had (Inned 
againft the Lord their God, who had brought them lup 
out of the land of Egypt.*-?- 



T 



H E words of the text account for the 
caufe of a fad calamity, which is 
irclated, in the foregoing verfcs, to have 
befallen a great number of Ifraelites, 
who were furprifed, in the capital city 
of Samaria, by Hofea king of Aflyria, 
and cruelly carried away by him out of 
their own country, and placed on the 
defolate frontiers of Halah, and in Ha- 
ber, by the river Gozan, and in the 
^ity of the Medes, and there confined 
to end their days in forrow and captivity. 
—Upon which the facred hiftorian, in- 
ftc;»d of accounting for fo fad an eyeat 
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merely from political fprings and caufes j 
fuch, for inftance, as the fuperior ftrength 
and policy of the enemy, or an unfea- 
fonable provocation given, — or that pro- 
per njeafiircs of defence were neglciSed ; 
— he traces it up, in one word, to its 
true caufe: — For fo it was, fays he, 
that the children of Ifrael had finned 
againft the Lord their God, who had 
bVpugbt them up out of the land oif 
Egypt. — It was furely a fufficient found- 
ation to dread fome evil,— that they had 
finnpd ^gainft that Being who had an un- 
queftionable riight to their obedience.—^ 
fiut what an aggravation was it — that 
they had not pnly finned fimply againfl: 
the truth, buf ag^inft the God of mer- 
cies, — who had brought them forth out 
of the land of Egypt; — who not only- 
created, upheld, and favoured them with 
fo many advantages in common with the 

reft of their fellow- creatures, — but who 

9 

had been particularly kind to them in 
their misfortunes ; — who, when they 
were in the houfc of bondage, in the 
moft hopelefs condition, without a pro* 
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ipefl: of any natural means of redrefs^ 
had compaffionately heard their cry, and 
took pity upon the afBiiftions of a dif- 
treffed people, — and, by a chain of mi- 
racles, delivered them from fervitude 
and oppreflion : — miracles of fo ftupen- 
dous a nature, that I take delight to of- 
fer them, as often as I have an opportu* 
nity, to your devouteft comtemplations^^ 
—-This, you would think as high and as 
complicated an aggravation of their fin$ 
as could be urged^ — This was not allj 
—for befides God's goodnefs in firft fa- 
vouring their miraculous efcape, a feries 
of fucceffes, not to be accounted for 
from fecond caufes, and the natural 
courfe of events, had crowned their 
heads in fo remarkable a manner, as to 
afford an evident proof, not only of his 
^^general concern for their welfare, but of 
his particular providence and attach- 
ment to them above all people upon 
earth, — In the wildernefs he led them 
like fheep, and kept them as the apple 
of his eye:— he fuffered no man to do 
them wrong, but reproved even kings 
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for their fake, When they entered 

into the promifcd land, — no force was 
able to ftand before them) — when iii 
poiSelCoh of it, — no army was able to 
drive them oiit ; — and, in a ^ord, na* 
ture, for a time^ was driven backwards 
to ferve them ; and even the Siin itfelf 
had flood flill in the midfl: of heaven to 
fccure their viftories. 

A people with fo many teftimoHies of 
God's favour, whb had nbt profited 
thereby, fo as to become a virtuous 
t)cople, muft have been Utterly corrupt.; 

—arid fo they were. And it is likely, 

from the many fpccimens they had 
giVenj in Mofes's time, of a difpofition 
to forget GoD^s benefits, and upon every 
trial to rebel againft him, — he forefaw 
they would certainly prove a thanklefs 
and unthinking people, extremely in- 
dined to go aftray and do evil ; — and 
therefore, if any thing was likely to 
bring them back to themfelves, and to 
tonfider the evils of their mifdoings, 
•—it muft be the dread of fomc tem- 
poral Calamity, which, he prophetically 
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Ihreatenedi would one day or other be* 
fal them : — hoping, no doubt^ — that if 
no principle of gratitude could make 

ihem an obedient people, at leaft 

they tnight be wrought upon by the ter- 
ror of being reduced back again by the 
fame all-powerful hand to their firft dif- 

treffcd condition ) which, in the end^ 

did aftually overtake them. For, at 

length, when neither the alternatives of 
promifes or threatcnings, — when neither 

rewards or correAions, comforts ot 

afflidions, could foften them j— -^when 
(continual inftrilftions^ — warnings,— -in- 
vitations, — reproofs, — miracles, pro- 
phets and holy guides, had no effed^ 
but, inftead of making them grow bet- 
ter, apparently made them grow worfe, 
GoD*s patience at length withdrew^ 
— md he fuffered them to reap the wages 
bf their folly, by letting them fall into 
the ftate of bondage from whence he 
had firft raiffed them j — atid that not only 
in that partial inftance of thofe in Sama-^ 
ria, who were taken by Hofea, — ^but, I 
mean^ in that more general inftance of 
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their, overthrov/ by the army of the 
Chaldeans jr- wherein he fuffered the 
whole nation to be led away, and car- 
ried captive into Nineveh and Babylon. 
.—We may be affured, that the hiftory 
of God Almighty's juft dealings with 
this froward and thoughtlefs people 
was not wrote for nothing ; — but that it 
was given as a loud call and warning of 
obedience and gratitude, for all races of 
men to whom the light of revelation 
jhould hereafter reach ; rand there- 
fore I have made choice of this fubjeft, 
as it feems likely to furniflr fome reflec- 
tions feafonable for the beginning of this 
week, — which fhould be devoted to fuch 
meditations as may prepare and fit us 
for the folemn faft which we are fhortly 
to obferve, and whofe pious intention 
will not be anfwered by a bare afltm- 
bling ourfelvcs together, without making 
forae religious and nationz^l remarks fuit- 
able to the occafion. — Doubtlefs, there is 
no nation which ever had fo many extraor- 
dinary reafons and fupernatural motives 
to become thankful and virtuous, as the 
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Jews had ; — which, befides the daily 
blef&ngs of God's providence to them, 
has not received fufficient bleflSngs and 
iiiercies at the hands of God, fo as tto 
engage their heft fervices, and the warn>- 
^ft returns of gratitude they can pay. 

There has been a time, may be, when 
they hafve been deKvcrcd froxnr fomc 
grievous calamity,— from the rage of 
peftileniqc or famine,— from the edge 
and fury of the fword, — from the fate 
and fall of kingdoms round them:— 
they may have been prcferved by provi- 
dential difcovcries of plots and defigns, 
againft the well-being of their ftates, or 
by critical turns and revolutions in their 
favour, when beginning to fink, — By 
fome iignal interpofition of God's pro«? 
vidence, they may have rcfcued their 
liberties, and all that was dear to them, 
from the jaws of fome tyrant ;— -or may 
have preferved their religion pure and 
uncorrupted, when all other comforts 
failed them.— If other countries have 
reafon to be thankful to God for any 
one of thefe mercies,— much more hat 
this of ours,— which, at one time or 

VOL. VIII. T 
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pther, lias receive^ them aJl.;-— ihfdr 
much that our hifiory, for tim hit hun^ 
^rcd years, has fcarce been any thing 
tfut the hSGborf of our deliverances mA 
Gon^B ibldSngs ;-^and thefe in fo comr 
plicated a .chain, Cujch as w;er.e fc^rc^ 
«ver vouchlafed to any people befidcs, 
except the Jew« ;-^and with regard to 
4!hem, though inferior in the ftupehdoui 
Inanner, of their working,*— yet no way 
fo^— in the extenfiTe goodnefs of their 
tffc6tSy and the infinite benevolence and 
f ower ^hlch mufl: have wrought them 
for us. 

Here then let us ftop to look back a 
moment, sind inquire what great effefts 
i^U this has had upon our fmsy and how 
ftkt worthy we have tived of what \)^c 
hsLVC received. 

A ifaranger, when he heard that this 
i^nd had been fo favoured by heaven, 
t-rrfo happy in ow iaws and religion,— 
fo flourifliing in our trade,— and fo bleff- 
ed in otir situation,— and fo vifibly prd- 
tpffced in aU of them by providence^ 
•fr-— -would conclude, that our mortils' 
had 'kept |xace witji thefe Ucffing^^ and 



woiiilct expcA that, as wc wcite fthe mpft 
favoured by God Alnwgbty, we muft he 
the moft virtatms aaid reiigietis peopW 
upon earth. 

Would to God, there. 'w^is any othef' 
reafon to incHne one to fuck ^ belief !-^ 
wo^ld to God, that the appearance oi- 
religion wds more freq^Ac! for th^f 
p^ould neteffarHy iinply ^he reality of \t^ 
foxneWbefe^ and moll probably in thq 
greateft^and moft refpe^abte char^ilerf 
of the fiatian.-^Such ^^a^ t];e fitu^tV)Q 
of this cOimtry» till a .lii;$i^tk)u3 king 
intvodiicGrd a licentious ag^^-^The court 
df Charles the Seconvd firft brake in upoi^^ 
and, I fear, has almoft d^moUfhed th4 
Ottt^works of religion^ c£ ^^odefty, a^ 
of fdber mafmers — fo thsrt* inftcad of 
Any real marks of religion ^xaongH u% 
you fee thoirfands who are tired with 
carrying the ma(k of it,-+p»and b^ve 
thrown it aiide as a ufelefs incuHibra»ce# 
But this licentioufneft, he'll lay, i^^j 
be . chiefly . owing to a long courfe <^ 
profpcrity, which is apt to corrupt menf^ 
minds^-^GoD has fince tried you witi 
aSIidlions j — you have had Ifi^ ,fj 
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blbrttiy ^knd expenfivc war j-^-^God h« 
feiit,' itiorebvcr, a peflileftcc among£ 
y6ur battle, which has cut off the ftdrfcr 
from the fold, and left no herd in tte 
ftalls :— btfidefi, — ^yoti have jtift fek two 
dreadful fhocks* ' m your metropolis of 
a moft terrifying nature ;~~ which, if 
Goo's providence had not checked and 
reffrained within fome bounds, might 
have overthrown your capital, and your 
kingdom with it. 

Surely, he'H fay, — all thefe wartiings 
muft have awakened the confciences of 
the moft unthinking part of you, and 
forced the inhabitants of your ts^d, 
{torn fuch admonitions, to have learned 
righteoufhefs.— -I own, this is the natu- 
ral effe£):,-^and, one ihould hope, (hbuld 
always be the improvement from fuch 
calamities ;-— for we often find, that 
numbers of people, who in their pro- 
fperity feemed to forget God,— -do yet 
remember him in the days of trotible 
and diftrefs *,— yet, confider this nation- 
ally, — we fee no fuch effca ' from it^ 
as, in fad, one would ezped fronoc ibc- 
culation. '■- V--^^ 
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,>fFar. inftancie^- with all the devaft^it^ 
ll»d Wopdfticd which the war has ocijar 
ji^ned, — how ra^ny converts has it mg^dc 
cither to virtue or frugality ? — The pefti* 
leocc amo^gfl: our cattle, though it has 
diftrciTed, and utterly undone, lb .many 
thoufand§.;. yet what one vifible altera- 
tion has it made in the courfe of our 
Iivc$? 

And though, one would imagine, that 
the ncccffary drains of taxes for the one, 
and the lofe of rent and property from ' 
the. other,— fhould, in fome meafurc, 

: hiaive withdrawn the means of gratifying 
our paffions as we have done;r-yet what 

, appearance is there amongft us that it 
is fo \ — what one faftiionable folly or ex- 

. travagancc has been checked ? — Are not 
the fame expences of equipage, and fur- 
niture, and drefs,— the fame order of 
divcrfions, perpetually returning, and as 
great luxury and epicurifm of entertain- 
'ments, as in the mod profperous condi- 
tion ? — So that, though the head is fick, 

. ai^d the whole heart is faint, we all af- 

\ fed. tp . lopk well in the face, cither as if 
ixothing had happened, or we were 



aihamedto acknowledge the Force and 
natural eflfefts of the chaftifements. qf 
God. — And ifj from the efFefts which 
\i^ar and peftilence have bad,— we may 
Form a judgment of the moral cffe£ks 
which this laft terror is likely to pro* 
duce,*— it is to be feared, however w* 
might be ftartled at firft, — that the 
impreffions will* fcarce laft longer than 
the inftantaneous (hock which occafioned 
them :-H-And I fiake no doubt,— fliouJd 
ft man have courage to declare his opi- 
nion, — *^ That he believed it was an ia* 
dication of God's anger upon a corrupt 
generation,*'— *that it would be great 
odds but he would be pitied for his 
weaknefs, or openly laughed at for his 
fuperftitioni— Or if, after fuch a decla- 
ration, — he was thought worth fctting 
right in his miftakes, — he would be in« 
formedj— that religion had nothing to 
do in- explications of this kind ;— that 
all fuch violent vibrations of the earth 
were owing to fubterraneous caverns fall- 
ing down of thcmfelves, or beitig blown 
up by nitrous aud fulphureous vapours 
rarefied by heat: — and that it was idk 
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to bring in the Deity to untie the knot, 
when it can be refolved eafily into na- 
tural caufes.— Vain unthinking mortals! 
— As if natural caufes were any thing 
j:)fe in the hands of GoD, — but inftru- 
mcnts which he can turn to work the 
purpofes of his will, either to reward 
or puniflij as feems fitting to his infinite 
wifdom. 

Thus no man repenteth hjm of his 
wickednefs, faying,— What have I done? 
— »but every one turneth to bis courfe, 
gs a horfe ruftieth into the battle.-— To 
conclude, however we may under-ratc 
it noWjT-^it is a maxim of eternal truth, 
—•which both reafonings and all ac- 
counts from hiftory confirm, — that the 
wickednefs and corruption of a peopl? 
will fooner or later always bring on tem- 
poral mifchiefs' and calamities. — And 
can it be otherwife ?— for a vicious na- 
tion not only carries the feedis of dc- 
ftrudbion within, from the natural work- 
ings and courfe of things, — but it lays 
itfelf open to the whole force and in- 
jury of accidents from without ^-^and I 
do venture to fay, — there never was a 



a€o SERMON ?LV. 

natron or people fallen into troubles or 
decay, — but one might juftly leave the 
fame remark upon them which the fe- 
cred biftorian makes in the text upon 
the misfortunes of the Ifraelites, — for 
fo it was, — that they had finned againft 
the Lord their God. 

Let us,* therefore, conftantly bear in 
mind that conclufion of the facred wri- 
ter, — which I (hall give you in his own 
beautiful and awful language : 
' ** But the Lord, who brought you up 
OHt of- the land of Egypt, with great 
power and a flrcteh'd-out arm, him (hall 
ye fear, and him (hall ye worfhip, — and 
to him fliaM ye do facrifice : — And the 
ilatutcs, and the ordinances, and the 
commandments he wrote for you, ye 
ftall obferve to do for evermore.— The 
Lord your God ye Ihall fear, — and he 
ihall deliver you out of the hand of aU 



enemies." 



your 

Now to God the Father, &c. 
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